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ABSTRACT

This socio-anthropological study investigates how both students and teachers
in Moroccan secondary schools perceive artificial intelligence (Al) and its
modes of use, while disentangling the cultural and social determinants that
legitimize its acceptance or rejection among educational actors and families.
Adopting a qualitative approach based on participant observation and semi-
structured interviews in five urban high schools—including fifty students and
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fifty teachers—the analysis focused on four axes: (1) Al between dependency Published 30 March 2026
leading to cheating and its potential role in developing competencies; (2) The
digital gap between generations within the teaching staff; (3) Gender KEYWORDS

disparities in leveraging smart resources; (4) The limits of institutional

training and the difficulties of operationalizing digital tools. Artificial Intelligence, Social

Findings reveal a prevailing negative, pragmatic representation among most
students: Al is used chiefly as a means of cheating and evading effort, whereas
a minority view it as a channel for creativity and skill-building. A clear
divergence also emerges between two generations of teachers: older educators
tend to resist modern digital practices, while younger ones show greater
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Education, Digital Divide,
Scholastic Cheating, Digital
Technology

openness—yet insufficient continuing training cements a negative image of
these technologies for both groups. On the gender level, female students favor
employing smart tools in collaborative, participatory contexts, whereas males
concentrate on individual technical skills linked more to gaming and e-
commerce than to academic achievement.

The study concludes that the limited integration of Al in schools is tied to
weak professional-development programs and the absence of practical digital
spaces that hone learners’ abilities. It recommends intensifying pedagogical
training in Al, creating collaborative digital clubs to foster creativity in both
genders, instilling ethical awareness for responsible use, and engaging
families in awareness campaigns that redirect traditional perceptions toward
a positive integration of smart technologies in the learning process.
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