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ABSTRACT

This study examines how the concept of the homeland is
constructed in the writings of Metropolitan Georges Khodr and
how it moves from diagnosing Lebanon’s fractured reality toward
envisioning an ethical and civic homeland grounded in unity
within diversity. Its central question is: how does Khodr bring
together religious experience, Muslim—Christian coexistence, and
the critique of political sectarianism in order to formulate a
conception of citizenship that transcends closed identities and
communal loyalties? The study combines thematic content
analysis with a historical-hermeneutic reading of a purposive
corpus comprising six books and eleven newspaper articles
published between 1957 and 2018. Interviews and relevant
secondary studies are used to contextualize the primary material.
The analysis addresses Khodr’s biography and memory of Tripoli,
identity, Arabism and Eastern belonging, Muslim—Christian
dialogue, sectarianism and secularism, and the civic participation
of youth and women. The findings show that the homeland in
Khodr’s thought is neither an extension of a sect nor a closed
national identity. It is an ethical-civic project in which human
dignity, justice, freedom, participation, and accountability
determine the legitimacy of the state. The study also demonstrates
that lived coexistence becomes an interpretive foundation for

ARTICLE HISTORY

Received 14 January 2026
Accepted 27 July 2026
Published 29 July 2026

KEYWORDS

Homeland, Georges Khodr,
Citizenship, Unity in
Diversity, Political
Sectarianism, Democratic
Secularism

FIELDS OF STUDY

Political Science, Political
Sociology, Religious
Studies, and Middle Eastern
Studies

criticizing sectarian domination and advocating democratic
secularism that does not abolish religion but prevents its
instrumentalization by political power. The study’s contribution
lies in integrating these dispersed themes into a single explanatory
model that links the reality of Lebanon to Khodr’s vision of its
desired future.
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