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You must download the appropriate journal template and pour your article into it,
while respecting the formatting guidelines provided within the template:

- The Arabic template for research studies
— The English template for research studies
- The French template for research studies

The journal encourages researchers to follow the conditions and standards listed in
the American Psychological Association (APA) publishing guide.

The work must be presented in a Word file only and sent to the journal’s email:
jindex@democraticac.de

For articles published in both Arabic and French, the article must include an abstract
in English at the top of the article, according to the format outlined in the journal
template.

The journal does not impose strict restrictions on the maximum number of pages
that the article should not exceed, but we strongly recommend writing the article
concisely without padding.

For research articles, the structure of the article should be as follows: Title + List
of Authors and their Affiliations and Emails + Keywords + Abstract + Introduction
+ Research Problem (or Research Questions) + Methodology + Conclusions +
Appendices (if any) + Bibliography (with the Arabic Romanization).

Authors must submit articles that correspond to the types of works published by
the journal. These types are as follows:

Research article: Research or a study framed by a specific problem statement
or guiding research questions, with the requirement of relying on a rigorous
scientific methodology in analysis, treatment, and interpretation.

Reviews of books or scientific articles.

Translated texts: Excerpts from books or foreign scientific articles translated
into Arabic.

Regarding translated texts: When submitting a translated article based on an excerpt
from a foreign book or study, both the original and translated texts must be
submitted together, so that reviewers can assess the faithfulness, accuracy, and
quality of the translation.


https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc
https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc
https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%83%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc
https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%83%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc
https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc
https://democraticac.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9.doc

Details and Information | b0 Ge2et § ot L

jindex@democraticac.de

:E-mail | igyisl il aypll

+212613934313

: Phone | ilall

Germany: Berlin 10315

: Address | Jlgisll

lally alall pdsl -
Jolyiad 3L e Aol Amiall -

: Web Site | igyiSIlll giigal

:l___,.dﬂ;i?l“ Janlgill gdlgg
N Facebook Accounts
CEL
n Blaoll fegaan
DOAJ &bl Bueld § 4w ydo azzl :dlagll Aupnd
The journal is indexed in DOA) Indexing

¥ DOAJ



https://jiesjournal.de/index.php/JIES/ar/index
https://democraticac.de/?page_id=69818
https://democraticac.de/?page_id=69818
https://ajtranslationstudies.de/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/indexpolls/
https://www.facebook.com/MajallatIndex/
https://doaj.org/toc/2701-9233

S oMkl Slalyall

2026 Jlja 22 aasll 8 alagll

VOL 8 Issue 22 June 2026 Journal Index of Exploratory Studies

Contents | Gluginoll doild

JLEL! gat5e/dlie
Page Range Author(s)
oliad] il g2l Alud ¥ s a1 (s Lol Aulsy
10-34 e 54 4 e il oy Jucasd 01
Al A loeld Al Al ys i
35-61 > T Qb]al‘&‘eus‘g 4559 (=M Ladl g:0ybogdl ‘.5)3."2.“ olus éé‘.ﬁb 02
62-73 aaudall s ‘3 el 4SCasTuudl axtlall 55 oo gsL‘.p YL BYY] 03
Bullad B pagss Balys icapilly @3yl gl § gyl o ,
74-85 . s ] sl 04
gwb.\.n &Ua.&;ﬁl&».\:dl@"mp"@uﬁ i -
Credit Interest Rates, GDP Growth, and the Efficiency and
Stability of Commercial Banks in Lebanon: A Conceptual Aghiad Mohamad
86-113 05
Analysis of Macro-Financial Transmission Adnan Dandachi
under Sovereign Distress
114-141 Role of Women in Peace Building: Case of Lebanon Walaa Harb 06

.
A, LS’

<
77, Arabic ST\
>

Democratic Arabic Center Gmbh




Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : ——-——
https://doi.org/10.63939/J1ES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

of Exploratory Studies

RESEARCH ARTICLE

OPEN a ACCESS

The Responsibility to Protect: Between Humanitarian
Legitimacy and Political Instrumentalization, An
Analytical Study of the Libyan Case

Faisal Baraa Almarashi

Sakarya University, Sakarya, Tiirkiye

ABSTRACT

This study examines the problematic relationship between the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and the limits of its application in
the Libyan case. It analyzes the gap between the United Nations
mandate to protect civilians and the actual course of military
implementation. The study proceeds from the premise that the

ARTICLE HISTORY
Received 11 January 2026

problem lies not in the principle’s moral or legal foundations, but
in the deviations that may arise in practice, where action can
extend beyond civilian protection to shaping the internal balance
of power and restructuring the political landscape.

The study adopts an analytical approach by examining United
Nations Security Council Resolutions S/RES/1970 and
S/RES/1973, comparing their legal authorization with the actions
carried out on the ground by NATO and its allies. It also employs
a critical perspective, drawing on the Socratic distinction between
truth and rhetoric, to unpack the relationship between
humanitarian discourse and the political function of intervention.
The study concludes that while the intervention in Libya was
framed, both rhetorically and legally, as an effort to protect
civilians, it did not remain confined to this objective in practice. It
gradually evolved into support for one side of the conflict,
contributing to the weakening and eventual collapse of the Libyan

Accepted 3 May 2026
Published 7 May 2026

KEYWORDS

Responsibility to Protect,
Humanitarian Intervention,
Libyan Crisis, Security
Council
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Political Science,
International Relations,
Public International Law,
Conflict and Crisis Studies

regime. The Libyan case therefore demonstrates that the
Responsibility to Protect, despite its humanitarian foundation,
remains vulnerable to political instrumentalization beyond its
original purpose.

CONTACT: Faisal Baraa Almarashi @ faisal.almarashi@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr @ Political Science, Middle East
Institute, Sakarya University, Sakarya, Tiirkiye.

Cite this article as: Almarashi, F. B. (2026). The Responsibility to Protect: Between Humanitarian Legitimacy
and Political Instrumentalization, An Analytical Study of the Libyan Case. Journal Index of Exploratory Studies,
8(22), 10-34.

© 2026 The Author(s). Published by Democratic Arabic Center for Strategic, Political and Economic Studies.

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) which permits use, sharing, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium or format for non-commercial purposes only, provided the original work is properly
cited. The terms on which this article has been published allow the posting of the Accepted Manuscript in a
repository by the author(s) or with their consent, for non-commercial use and in accordance with the license terms.

10

The Responsibility to Protect: Between Humanitarian
Legitimacy and Political Instrumentalization, An
Analytical Study of the Libyan Case

Faisal Baraa Almarashi



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
mailto:faisal.almarashi@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2878-5634

pigo also ISSN 2701-9233 | Awc URT il Cilaulyall piigg Alag

2026 .22 aasll.8 alagll
: https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

ot o 93 - ot bl | i Qa1 oY ok | (o ot ol § Qe

‘é\z.sjll ey Juasd
déén‘
dala 7ylg5 dighgs sodoy Llezedl Alghacs Tuse O LBVl ASE) Aaalydl oikn Jolils
2026 by 11 :3d] fooyls Glaze olall (¥l (asgadll o Bezmall jlasl IS (e 2l Wlll § o)
2026 ola 7 1yl s Gy 08 6l 2 L) 3y Tuall Byl Asgalal) of A8 A0l 3 (S, ¥
1l g Ll ilge @ lall ) o 8Cud! Zolas 3oty gy Dilas daglas e
s Lt | o LS .gwwlljbj\m‘bl.cb
Ul ol bl Aulgcs S/RES/1973 3 S/RES/1970 ¢yl,all 3ely3 e« elomtll il daalpdl cotaze

il 8 ¢y a3 e i Lo LigalB bl Lo 5ylag ¢ a8 udms (e oyl
Jolpiadl ezl (e Laglius Lot Bliey colazl LS dslals> g ol Jlot
liad] Aagdaglly SLad ) ollad) o 483l elSant (dlaslly Aaaxll o
sl

dl pasgadly cllasedl o e caial L (3 Jsadl GF ) &yl palss
il 18 Auylell Sytune i Ul lda & Tuamic G of 40 canall Blas
cpladl Joull ogalall cagdy Abli] @ Loaluly aalll pladll slaaly g 1701 Bl ao wes J) Tomyas
Slely cle U clulys Jay ¢ SLad ! Aol oy (uLasedl Adog e Torse & Auaelll Aol o 4S5 (clling
LT oo g5 @1 ALl 5oty Loy alaadl aalogall Sbls

onlzme Al 21 (L)

Q.;Yl

Al o law
EMall Al pglall

claag¥l 3yidl aare Auliad) aslall @ faisal.almarashi@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr @ wie sl Juayd :J_w‘).l‘ ui.'jl‘

Uloel! Allons 2l sguoliaad] gl gillg Al ¥ Aae 21 C Talomed) 2do5un .(2026) ey Jumsd e, b s LAl o Lid ™
34-10 .(22)8 e Mbzw! o laolyll) yib50 Ao Apll]

23Laz8¥lg Bl ls Al L) laalld pall Jolyiasull 31 33 (00 S (009)alsl] 2026 ©

é Jloaradl zh &1 ((CC BY-NC 4.0) 4.0 glas e - carall o sdoall £1¥l 5 LAk Zuasy Lag, a0 WLl oda punss
Cnelia¥! naT I/ ¥t CaTELI ) bl 3,La¥ Loy iy aio of Japang 6T 8 2 W) Balely caioilly canSally (aS5Lally « gyl
Joadl e ehaad 6 s st 13 o (lag cas bl e o < pall Jls

11

uhgillg awiluill] de il (y dyloal g guo eyl sl _
duwll Wl auua dawlya s bul Ll | Jinua



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
mailto:faisal.almarashi@ogr.sakarya.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2878-5634

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

-

dauda

48l Bl gl Balad! 9a Jgo Lpsslidl psladly O93lal) da G Jazd! welias )Ll copoedl Ayl any
Llgges Tose 59, pe ST ety Jazdl e w1 By Joull allaidl lang s &l c¥setll ¢ g 3 Ldyad 30l
Lpalws Yol las (p0 Ja1l) 38,0 Jai l:.)Lm Vo5 diio gy ‘a_}é gl « The Responsibility to Protect” 43La=|
Aolus¥l o @iladly @all pglatlly coymedl @il g Auelazedl BaLY1 c¥l> 8 Logao ¥ ol Sy o Lud ¥ Lile )
oludST & Llasetl 2dogina Tuse Ty 2007 ple C/SS Tl Bolissy Jsailly 2uaall doull Zumlll 53,45 5o ang
Lo Alggun S ST (411 2005 alad Zllall Zaall Aady § Lwlio (355 Lo Olepue o ¢ do¥1 Lpaucsodll dmadlo
oY (ye gl joeai Lovie duelaz Adggona Jazmty ol paizell Gy cLaws Dol @ile (e Yol aas oSl
e el 9l sl 1

ALY Glemdl Adoguny Ao gll Saliaedl g a1l 2laall g auiga pans J) colyslatll I 355 o (2l aa
AT alas alel Joudl paizell OIS 13] Lo Joluads 2u93Lally duuland! clupa¥1 iy wad Ladgaad e ol Jy
Apdle o3 dnlud] 880 cms oyl Jsaall 5,860 Yaid ST 2elim 3ale) plol oT 3ol ned (3 Alad 2uigildg
(Ol ¥l ol Bl ploseianl (e Tugd Sia 08 Gylazedl 2l Tise OIS 13 Lo Jaill 13l 353 Lo (p0 2ylsne
sia e BMas) Shidall 2ol Blemll 39> Solmts S5 il diglags (Sag gz Lollas Tylb] 439 o
CYNESERPES WL DWW RWICHE I JCRy4 PPN VIS (N PSS PP ST (AL SRE DRI PR EY NRPEN (S |
¢ doall Uzl Claal puwsd ellae J) Jomts T 90 Olud ¥l dles

BLall 3 Js Joeld Boyzell Aggilall of 23MYN 20l (3 aad (S, ¥ JIEYI O (o Jlged) 1da dpaal auds
AL o M e Jaall dainl) oy Al SlLally (oguaidl §§ Lad LS Joadl (asgarll o Lads a8 4l
Al Bluial g o 7 Lsil oo LBl a8 Loy s clom) s 0255 01 2yl 2001 e ¥ 0o o0 1S3
Ll asd zpuis ¥ s dlas Aas ol uolaad ! plaill s of (Goall (pilgn JuSaT BolelS cpugl 4,Sus o
o 1,80 Yoo 58508 Wl Aalarll 2y Ludl gl culalad] (any oyl JUL o 3 aY1 A Lud Y
ol el (e e (augdt ity Aslud] e s USue o5l J5 05 day 2ol 2e, il sous
pllatl &3 ds sl s oldn Yuz 2003 ale lall § Gyadl Jsadl Al oyl LS (Francioni, 2000, p. 118)
(Simuziya, 2023, pp. 15-16) ausly gulissy igild ¢ 153 Jxa (5551 il gun pn L3105 Gy « IS o ilud Y|
b comngatll Jal e Truatie Jusdl aay @ 3] 8 pubie Lgly e i JISEY1 b 2enlll Al coslel n
Zifcak, 2012, pp. 7-) gl cdlaal gz #1530 of cansall Zoles sgummy Lojile Loy a3 eall daiall GE 13 Lo J) el
(8

Jacdiad « 319 Gigalall cpaa ) Solomty VISa) a5 S5l e g,din ST (0 Ayl s 3llais celld e 2l
S5 Ty Bl 1da 39 Asoliad] dize s slio § 2ulud ¥ G Jlazal oldly ooy @l cllasd! 24,
Bllasd) wie 835 ¥ Bygloell o d (Ao ls Adilxs Aayd Gorglas’ wliz g paa Socrates’blyaw Bygles | 839l

12

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

093 o g LY e salall Gllaslly Aiuiadl e 2slall 4850kl oo ol Taed 2olad s ey Lot Td Laingy
s (aAaT glatll 1da ¢y (4635 o (1970 (ebM3]) pongll Asdony Audiis> 2850 ] 5y9,all 3555 O
) a2 Ao 95 Ligilay Tusliws Lllas oylizel (Ko Bylazell Adggane Tuse &I (0 il e 4T Ael
39> gt 08 Slaylos (e LM cliall (any slas] (e Tl Lan cdgll @ld @ 1Y) Ludyl Lles
2o Alud) pdloadl aud abolazs ol Jlell § Tl i Hlas) (e dahull sia 3S55 Uiy ¥l (augarll
dl Al B iy ladl i (rausy Auleall Byl pe Aigilall Aeloall 44d Aty « ulpad] plazzudd]
23l oyl e sinais ldly (el (gl sgas o Lads a3 &) 5gmall ol

Sl ¥l Joall Js 0l Al 13 Apaadl oy l,801 861,8 le o 9 Callons Lo ULaLI .l catad ctlld Geaeily
3 Logils ol Le L;las @F 2011 alad S/RES/1973 3 S/RES/1970 (pa¥! (ulzma (&3158 Lo g Aol 2031 (3
(ol Jloss il Lasls ) 3, Sall libeall Gl § ool e Llad dal Loy sl ke Adgiun Sl
L3l i 3 Blos! Aggus T HLasy 5,81 Laplatl] Wldl Lavogs 2l Al 2yl laies
plasials el udxa (48 o (as9aT Loy 2005 ale 8)l,8] day Tuall misly ae Gaidad Jol e 3] c8yuolall
@l H3sdl dapbs zoussdl (e Aulle Ay (i dSE LET (e Al odn Aeal pudsy i) S0ud) Aylat 8941l
Sl Tostle (I w8 5 aal) 8 13 Lo e s LS celaall 20, Suall Zaoylall 3o Aidall Aslad ¥l LU0 o
A8 aall (il e JuSCa el culiasl paogl calual o Tuzmyas 7 1531 €61 o1 (Al ¥ 2yleel|

Comd| 484 1
Alaall dislas (g bzl Adoge Tuud ALeall 0l Gy Beall 5ot Joo Ayl sia NS s5mats
ol Ul agal Bims Gogslsy LadsT i) daumg Tl Lin zb cgylasll ynadl as 2 dll D=t 3
Ol e dis pitad of ol 1ia olaf e Aol jeai Lot Auelazedl aillasll (e ISl Zylas ) e LYl
Aglazed) Adgsane Ture e L § 43¥1 dagdas cUiSy ¢ Glud¥) Joudl (sl pgde s daylad] dilaglas
AL el pugl CBlaal g lajglxs puey «Slud ¥l digasaes daadl alUYI sgam oLy Buyliie c¥fhlad o)l
9l Assliand | 2l LS5 Balely sl g luall ops3lse &
Al Wl 3 Blosedl Aulogue Tuse Baadas AU ste gl J1 1Y oty ) Sl oy 2salyudl 3llais Lia (hag
S dondl dsaall Clual ppagtd slhas ) Jomity o 095 (0 « sl GGl ylas 39
e yall 3Ll (e sae JIgudl lda (e §ya09
2011 ple 2l Wladl 3 ) uloma 0,380 gl ¥l (ongatll sgus Lo o
S pasatll 1ia d9u> ae Lozade 68wl Jsaall Joall dgasall iy Ja
dale sy 1 8, S lly Bl @bl g J5 il lall Glad¥) olbasdl o 28l 2agb Lo o
Tadlsll ool e

13

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno byl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

L olans culabast 3 iyl 0¥ Wlesedl Adggane Te 2ul8 cye Bl Wl s S e gf J @

RAES Y SS- SEV E WD

Eeedl dceal .2

Lidlie G WLl sda med o lardl 2Ll fed Alslune Bulaes Lylas clyliael (o Ayl ol Ageal ads
o9 ezl Baleadl o WMLl (29 Joull Ogilally yumlall qwliad! [Sall § YISa) Llasll 8T e sasl
Slelyall Solas I Leass & Lasaal (s LS Bylased! Adogaua Tuse Sl § 35all alusiuly duluil dee, il
o Buzmbiaa 81aT 3,20 disogs ol Lalls Togilay oM Tl dinmgy L) Tl 1 ) s ) b s
Ay 39> § Y Al Wl § Jleall Badatll ¢ g § opaies 40 Lylae IS (e g Azl sl
et Byl Ay ladll

s a1 A pdanl) el 550 (oo Leduo g Al Aleld LJois oye eyl Bpaal puiid cAlaadl 2 Ll (o Lol
Azt 2011 sle L § Joad) U5l Jio 1dd 5ol Zucssl] dipgun § Tolod! Adgiane Tad Losols Tlas|
e 05T 3929 b (3 Lew g (35l alustul degydng Aslud ¥l Glaxdl sga> Joo Joudl Juzll § Aubinss
St G Ser 31 2easSl ol Logd Baolyul) s Wl sia Jelows IS (a9 . cotil] Bulozed (¥l udzma o0
Aals (e aaSH e lud LS (a1 e Alaall siias ST g Ligild § Lal LS (@l 1,0l o Bezmall L
o a8t 31 2, S ally Ralaed | il Aadall 2ol ¥l ol lae¥l o 3921

Bolaradl 9 Jiens (poasll lia Aualys § Wolus J&T [ululons Moo Calogy 35S § Ll el 1 2aal o135
Ot AMall Aoy (o Glawd Yl illaded) cliSas s Loy culizysz po Dolyiu Byglma (o catad ) awddall dadl (1o
PIRETHERNES JEFONTE L EURINE PRV E PPV PRI - FAEN Pt DE ([ (W R P PR E 2R
Bualg ¢ J sl 1 ey LIS (e o] 1 2l Al U L ) s s eload 8 5 ail) 5 ilis sl
Jodl (s atll suoliad) sall pusesd BloT a4 Al ¥l 2610 L ¢Sy &I

Eeedl 8lual.3

A5Y) Blua¥ iz ) Ayl sda awd

3 Ogaan Julos I oo Al Al 3 Lozl e Tuse sgimy aadl o501 sn 5Leasl Yo
a8 Lo Ligils ol Lo ylaag <2011 oLl S/RES/1973 5 S/RES/1970 ¢yl yall Lagus ¥y il ol (¥l ulima
(&Sl Szl Bl § oo e Tilas

o ol Lles § Atarll Aalall Lolad¥l LG ao Lt § Joall J sl alead] ge e caasl ols
3ol a8 Loy cguobiadl 03leall LuSLaT Balely o o1l 8 all Hluw @ Sl cdias! pugl Claal (e 4o Luasl
Aolud Y Llesdl Dluntas

14

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno eyl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

G 22 SO ol I e Aaelll el 8 Aaolisnguzed) Baoslally Slud ¥l o) o 28Mall el as (s
cadsgtll Baley ALLE 3157 ) ol ke JI Ciuge Srlean L) o Blesd) Adggun Tus L ot O (S
Joull I3zl Blise ool

ceiall eilly Gl A y8 .4
iy 3 oS Y Al ! 3 Alesd) Alggne e Busdas 3 JSEY1 & Laslis A 58 (pe Awlyull sl 3llais
Ol Bylasd 5,8l (wadl (assanll sgus o Lads a8 (A 28Ladl (§ 00aSs Lo yuidy Byl &ugalall of 4,809
J5anll &1 2yl ajias Japuzs AT 55lasg .61 Az o §)Saeall Jsual) eall dpaiadl Hluns Az o0
5952l Truamio Gas @ ool udma (e 53lio Gigild ellagg ilad] llas J) sabial (e @yl e Lond (§ Joodl
¢ Ladl 3lan 3 il cdias) psol blual (e dloatl diuglas Bl § ciasl ds cpad) OCad) dyles s9u 3

oasail] Aalall Aol ¥1 L1 Selety Loy e quelll guolidl 281501 ST Balelg « 51l

Ll Al cl3 ¥l adzmo calyl)8 8e1,8 IM5 (pa e Aelomtl] il Baalydl azad Auiyall sda oo az=illy
Lylie oF cAualiaedly A3l Ligalina Jeloess 2011 alad S/RES/1973 9 S/RES/1970 ¢yl Loue Yy 2Ll
Byl ot LS Sl cllaall Bl 3 ool e Llas 188 Loy sl Alend alts (e Ld 121 Le
O Al eliSas 3 el 1,58 M e diim gy Ayllasdly 20 ,all o o lydad et (o ddid 3305 Aylia
O I3zl s I (eg s aal) Adaall Auylell Lple gskais B () Apwoliaed| Aagdaslly lall Gilud ¥l Gl
Loy a3 2wl Al ol 13) Lo ol J) Alyd! e llased) lSanlly swolad| puaally Ligslall Sl
Adggus Tume canlsss J) lud¥l Ale> o0 gmppts 2Ll e 2SS ol Aild¥) Alex)) cluazal Tagasse
Alially Beall lilus o ilex]!

b il gull J8a 1 26Lud ¥ LAl o Blosedl Alggune Tue ]

ol alaidl Lo (&1 3, Sally A lall clyslatll (e Simdia Logedn diimgs Lalose! Aelghun Tore ilay o
sy Jied Alad] LA oLl S5 ull diegy g Boldl 9a> Ja> Juzdl e ashe slane Bomgls sl s
el owbeadly Ggilall Houadll yazwl (1648 ale ‘Westphalia® Lllatuag 8aalas day Apusdl Aol agae
V) s Leggd 3 U5 anll als ke (¥ Sazm ¥ G claals] J51s Lile Alaleo Algs JST 036K 4T e Bl
{(Osiander, 2001, p. 206) uaill ¢y ¢ Il e > § of Bualaall mwo il 929 Wl (3

cdgll s & Joudl aladd dwludl iS50 s eal JKa 08 i dallall olead! pgein & oo pidl e
0954 I3l 3 A ol coyaanl 3] (Lol By Ladnd S od Tkl i G oG i, L) ¥l G Y
Kabbara, 2015, ) U3 2zl ¥ of dsliand| Lmtlan cunzdl Ll 2l ¥ a8l alasial ae 5,531 Joull

doadl Js il agiie e dagyl lslazel (oLadl lia § Wheaton College’sis A4S (a il duoy aBg . (p. 14

15

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno eyl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

> @ Ludyds Lewg s Lillasyy U5 Lajpl O Ldlatung Sualas (b5 gl dusdl aoull agany Slud¥
Heraclides & Dialla, ) 4sleiall 49l e mdMatul o e oniliged! Buelud 1821 ale Aol JMazLY]
& 39540 elas (oo ampand] Alall Bylas Azmmy 1860 ale aladl sy § gudyall Jsadl 2lliSs (2015, p. 105
ot Lol Sbimdia oS @ el szl e Be, ol elasy puseial @il Glad¥l aadl &1 (e (20850 0ol
(Pogany, 1986, pp. 182-186) Las Mluze o Js «Joall wllimag 8oall cilislss

ST di Lo 3 el Blise olel (1945 ale sumill @a¥l alidy cnille cspe aay Joadl plaidl 5zl aeg
LMzl of Joull (gl Ades s Lalseiael of 35all aluseraly duu@l Jlasg oliwd! & Blolad) e e
e bl hadll corges Buslor s 3lesl § ¥l udma cilioMlo e dds gl § (AT ST ¢ guliadd
(uill Bl 4id o «gall lies (United Nations, 1945, Arts. 2(1), 2(4), ch. VII) cuadgd) oy o) sz 5929
Aasye S5l Ao gy cilan Apsoio Laglate (i Loe b slel Uy 3l Boluad! (gloe s yigall Bzl
Jodl @l adoey Aliazll clylae¥ly (alll udzma 3310

L)) LY 2lud Yl clopl welias b 3 8uylile Zueal Juzdl lda ceudST BayLd) copmedl Al ang
pillaall 5yalls Cilagiul o Boliwd) adanl) wall jouad ope ALl el cilol cadS was crdal) gy 4SS,
oo Badaie bolasl it s dl (s 1kl usl dago gy Glud ¥l Gllazedl 5y LY Lia @9 . Glaill daly Aucloz]]
oo silad) ooy e L cuand Tos Ms sy dee asT ol Lo o pdiall 00yl calibonnd S 3 ¢zl Jsanll
cplailly O93lall (5,8 Bale 1990 sle L § FCOWAS Liasydl oy Joad 2poliaid ¥ degazll U505 1l
S Llamd g9 Hlam (5589 Wil 3blis cLadY 1991 ale @lhall Jlad 3 oudyall Gillagdl (Sl dsaally
Js il cAlad) ol e 7iad 1992 ale Jlaguall § saeill cl¥oll 4ials I Jsadlly « aseld s yall 51,SYI
Jean-Bertrand ‘agiuayl &)y Ola lolyiess cusuil uti ) 83ley 1994 ale Gl § sazill ¥l 46305 o)l
Gl bl Bl 1995 ale gl oo ablss WATO bl Jlads ol Civady Aaludl ) Aristide
& NATO' U559 «l,anedly oMladl 8alazwd 1997 ale Gsulliw 3 FCOWAS U559 (Aasladl Liddluwge gy
1999 ale 3,8, 481 5505 @ Ll lul a5l il Usallg ¢ 3 ,adl ol (o 985458 LT Alazt 1999 ale 58508
ale Ably el 535581 Lygaz cpo Guddl ¢ 5ll § Bueill el cilides ) 28Ls) cdawlgll Caiall Jlesl cude
Almarashi, 2020, pp. 3-) Lastad ey suzill pe¥fl diay pead 2000 sle Gaallpwe § buzeill ASLll J515 @3 (1999
(4

sl ageie Logs J) da bl @y (Al Sloase cames Adoul) s aall Aplos § psstll 1da Jbs 85
ol 851 § Anled] llaely Layy,s gy @I el adll 358 cnund wad Aapalall 2oLl e Gilud ¥ Joull
285 @ ¥l diie gy b bogydig 43l9alg 699 aaall lia duals Jo Agilally Asliwdl Sluodl U5l auly
39 Aeliadly Agilall oalayly dBllasy dinpds wid 8 Ll cwSle ol Bataie il yad guds J) i Ll oo Tae
39l plageialy aa@l” il e Slud¥ Jodl Js-aall [ L. Holzgrefe'casye3lsa . J .z inyad 5 3l lia

16

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

Bodz Losuuzg Blaidl Aasly L L) of s B 9o Ae garma ol Ao S (p0 ol 390> pe Lesluziwl o
Holzgrefe & Keohane, ) “Lasslyl U515 35all 3ikad &l &gl 03] 90 cLpibslga p& (ye 31,8Y Zswluldl ¢ylud Yl
Lol ey (Jsatld 4580 810Y) dasogy B9all jaic e mdly 15,5 o el lia 24859 .(2003, p. 1
A sy Il Lo g Aslud Y S LY

I3zl Camy 3) o Jsaall gy uslly 6 Suall aallally byl ST Las,a5 Adam Roberts’ juiysg; 51 pusd cn>
Lo sS> Aadlgn (193 (o 3T g § Aeluad) B5a0 aludeiss] cpasiaty J9odl ds pas (§yund Jad” 4l Glud Y1 Joudll
9 Glud ¥l Gzt Glail) Aaulsg Lopur SSLEI pie (ks 3y cdigay of (¥l ulzma (oo 03k U3 GIST ¢lgu
Al LI 51l GasSh ¥ Y ol Aueal casyadl s wdSoy Lt u> ausg of Glud ¥l Joadl oglall
Roberts,) cyadfl ulzma nsgas llucas slas Lo § Logas Wy cBdoud] A, | AISCAL Ll agiall Tayy s sl
(2000, p. 5

G 3 Aasalall A lall Eom cpe Lud pss] T.a.y.aj ookasd  Tonny Brems Knudsen' pussiS sy g5 Ll
Shliaels [ e ol legae 0s8s Bala 2013 Wos oliats | Jlrme § Grand sl 393800 J5u5” il J5aall o
sy 45191 S5 cild 2yl Aagdall 31l 3 ciyatll 1ia 2eal oy )1 des (Knudsen, 1996, p. 146) “agLud)
Tagi auny ¥ ottt | Jileasll 565 7gumgn sy ¥ Y g oLl o9 oy ilon Asyad oo 483 S
{(Kardas, 2003, pp. 26-27) z,ldl s,SYI ol lsiall jouo (po 8189 §ySuadl Jsaall o dliald

s 5" 45T g 3) Le Ll 8T Toiay A3y T ey Gl Joad! U5l &5 « Bhikhu Parekh'Lyly $See 59
EPVOPES A DA RESSHEH DN IP{ 1P| FECES VS PEREL - IOMES | §-H P (P I S RUATIER A PR WES NG PO
(Parekh, 1997, p. 53) “aall dlalud! sLemeld all5 ady Lpd Lis & Sy @1 Bplal) s (8 Bueluadly cAlalul)
G el I aies Js (B aLL LY CaBy e uatiy ¥ 4 (agiiall lass ASTIiguas canall 1ia (uSiag
Al Waadl 31 Aaucaslly weliwdl gy idl oy 3ole)

Lot (8Cay Gilaad W1 Jgudl sl mies Aty o lice A § Sty s ol a (ye il yaill s (2 4SS
pdad Blall Zawly Sl of derur 2olud] Blilas 35299 Aduiud| Ugull 390> Selmty syl Jeld 3929
O Jsall ey 213 pog  Joatll Jaill G« yoin o salls (S yaic sgunm oo Sad 5 uall Ty s Lduosy
LIial ey Aslud¥l L1 sgasg edziadl 31531 Zapbey Lot o Slols 3529 oy ¥ 3lasy La
ey o1 e Blasll Aaly LY a8y e patdy 5ol 08 13 Lo ¢y Lag ) Cal ) Adoul! Aes, il
§915 3pzmn uSay ¥ ulisyazll e 3aaT (L8 «d (pog  Adgad ] Agall s Il el allaill ey Bale) (§ oLl
o0 2lud ¥ 8y 9l o holadl usellg casld GLad ¥l Jsaddl apday oty Goel B (e 248G s o 2o
&3 Az o podll i gl iy qulead) cadagall c¥flazs |y (>

Balisoy J5atlls Agiall 2ol Ailll Sl lad ¥ Joad) U5 0ill Capmgs § el 3¥1 Juzedl g Ll aag
shall s Jolaall iz 319 igild U] ades e hals Lagean any o GLad¥l Joud! (5l agio T Joul

17

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

e a5l Bugir Alie J) JEn¥l ¥l e iy SUsanll § @l U] e it S (e BbludYl dus
o i sl § 3> oo St 1 Jinds " iz 2001 plad dizlll 1,85 olel 1y “dulemedl 2d95us”
As ol gl 5Linel 8,55 e (aland) s LEY el Losalan Ygms 22 lnll sda s 18y “dlax!! Atosun
ICISS, 2007, p.) Lpad slzxs Loty elol e piad of Joud) jomad Locie (5ol e Sl paizell 2do5u0 3,55 U]
(11

@3 ¥ Jomtll &lads asyai 2007 plad Joudl 8lissy Joatlls Aall audoudl Amelll 5,85 slel celd e ¢lig
o LS bl dsuadl (g0 Blas 3yma ¥ A9 Ldio gy Baliad o yuas JMS (10 Lol Adose Tusa Bysly
ojlio Loy 4aSas Tasl il W1 39all J] o gmelll Jamy Wy e lually 2408510 T Lulal] yitie sgumi sliy e
Adggue &los JSI O 2,81 &)1 2005 alad Allall 2eill 2aydg 3 lolise Jozeadl I oS @3 .(ICISS, 2001, p. 13)
ore Joll gerzll Oy Al ¥l s @ilamlly @l adatlly oyl @ilzg duclod) SaL¥1 (10 LelSu Tules (oo
el AN e s Lagdl e Joul e L As il Apaduandl Jlag | aluseiil 2udosun Jozty Busill @adl 3521 IO
Sl 5oeads Apaladl Jslangl ids Loctis  Bliell o8 Tadg ¥l Galme IS (yo (Flaz Jae ] Ll a3 4
.(United Nations General Assembly, 2005, paras. 138-139) LIS ko> (pe 7g4d 90 dbogll

il gyladl JICaY 45 & Glad ¥l Joudl Jsaidl juasy Lolsdl wlyshaall sda prex alatud @ ccll3 aag
A 13 Tlamdl Alggane Tae G138 Btz Auigild fuvms B IS G Leopdo cuslel s cdipe g diog dasilud] sgumy
laglas 51 9] Molias) ST giles gylenn Sy delininly Gludy) S5l haie dpasn) gl dasmss ol §
i) 85all Caglags e il putey oSl Blex Bl Lojile 43lay suta Js> Lyaga Yslad i clls 2ulanl|
Shglaill i 81,8 (S gl sia (09 (Cater & Malone, 2016, p. 192) Audall &ulud ¥l cly Al 39leeis bl aal
ST 093 (e gLdY! (e 5alall illagelly ¢ ielly Jually &uaid> A3 yma e puaopll ollasedl o Lessls Tinas Lidsoss
Fan| G lgee ¥ Blesell Adogane e ] GLad¥! d5atll agiin oo JBBYL Lel3 Aardanl U] 8y9mall il
Gl £oll § Y58 ST Liae Aad (yasds dit Lo Bale] Ja Lo 5oy Boall alsera BUSHI upall JISCa) AT U
ol @1 Bluall Baams L) Aot suey J5anll Apegydoe 5,58 2dBlie (e (0 Ty o lall quleudly
898 Gilud¥l Cllasl mis Jo=5 929 « Sl patzll Adosung ilexdl izl dl saliw] 632 Aulud¥l &y Al
Alad ¥ 2L gz Lasls ddaall 2y lall boluasl 8y9,alls creuiny &1 093 (30 « AT 2y

ks Alod) Adggae Taud Bayoell A Leall 2l § (0eSe ¥ IS (T Jgall o Sall (e il « bl i e
Lz o0 GSunlly uliad! dliass 4885 A oo @SNy Ligilall dalaia o Lads 8 @I 2Ll § eSo L
a3 dugylang ey ddl mil llas o A8Me Wlas by fadd (oguat Alus ot clayage 3 ALudls (g3
e 3zt ¥ Il 1 o) B puatll dagall Hlasl S8 (@ ey collasedl el Lalay &1 sgudl (e by
9 BLud¥l s9u zoingy wlaT Cu Ayl C¥l 3 eadl dagdas Goiun e Jy coug gkl sl Getum
ool e Jaall dadl cllus s Aslud ¥ lesdl ilgatia o de bl

18

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

el Al G Gl ¥ Joud! Jsaadl :Lals

Sxale ol LET (3 s 3] aueilally Aoliand leps¥) LB (0 puslg plazaly 2011 ale @ Al 2l culas
Jol e Blexd! Ao Tora H1,8) iy csal) Boles Alse s (6,8l Joull Ul Led Jad &1 ¥l
& Jo¥1 slemi¥l Jias 3] onwatsy ool J) Alall cld cloo¥ crowasl lamd) Adoiun Tad (adly HLas
Loy Buzill @alll ds1s 55al ae ST e <3389 caal duumnie A9l (v el Ao iyl JI1 sl
Ylie sagall 1da § (Binder, 2016) juiw (ile dalys s dxldye of U5 azll 518 ped § coaguel (&) cDlelagl]
2011 ple &gkt cye (533 Al Lo sel) @adll Almiaol A€ Julons J) 8yl 3] colems¥ 1 e Tl
a1 Byla) & Lalaill Alad sousg Sl Joull pedl bogyis (e 51S50Ls

J5 ozl e Blad! sue e 15850 «§olinay Gl sslain (pe Ld § Joadl Jsaall Jolis aas (Ll sles¥l Lo
OlaysS .z O Al s (Blewd! Tda 39 Hlexdl Adggs T Sldlatay Adondl dueyidl delsd o
Aulys i€ 5 5 LS e gydin 3g9ug J ! Ll il @1 @ly ) 2ands <dsls (&1 ((Kuperman, 2013)
2 Asgild Bgly e 3l ey cudail @ el bl e Lasass (Terry, 2011) g5 51 .ow <layily
o olxi¥l lia aiSsg Bpolall diie 3 bl Audosun T Luoyay G bogyddly 4alill sus (Ao 1Sl
AL 3 e g1 UYL Taaie s 08 5201 alaiad oS 13] L Dlaasg e ol psgaill 39 mioly plozal

it Lanlys 3 yelay LS «gunodll alei¥l 2 lll Aloel) MarSo Trands coalms¥l (o &l a0y o clld aag
oo Aol Agalsdd) ey O 093 (0 clean el Jelanll s 2011 sle do¥l jlomail Alase yo Luslol (3llasy
Llaol Jaddy 4616 659 oloysS Jlosel § i LS (gslall slams¥l Lol 8yl Lylie (oo dizmiud Lo Aoy
@ 998! Lo Wy oyall S5all lgn 31 Juls 3 QIS Sl sty OF 9o o0 2L Gigslall Jlsadly
xS YL JoaSs ¥ Al Wl (3 Jodl Silad ¥ U5 atdl 0d L i cpn .5 il jles a9 Joull 51,801 S
o dasys pagl Lylie (puiuy i Aigslall Auegyadl sous e Auldl yiady of Bumill @l Ll Julany
Lelo 3 ol @I Azl iy Lalead) 2019« J5adl 4 53 g1 Glud ¥l illasedly o330 dgall dpalsl)

281501 oyl e dxilisg 43l

Ll A e Aale Axd .5
8ydilen &l LixsS (1) 2011 ale il 1 &l 2o @ az )3 Al il claalydl el T oy o)) e
Bl ) La3) 018 Ao sl Jalows & o 3llass Lol s T Y1 ¢ pall a1 Bz e sy 31 sl Lo
Lolatd ¥y dewlead) s Ll SLeSTUg A o B yall (65ally qulll alasll s S39all (ye 35 pe JKAT puesl
o dass Jelas Algas Jias Jy Wozan of Byl Blusi Lasmg Lais ¥ cale dagy mlof¥la .6y 2 (0 2l
Al i (S5 @1 2011 bled/ julpd § slmasd) dland (L8 od (o9 Aajlie &ulsls Ay daels 3os &lylael

ieng Bilee sl e T olS Lo yuiy Aatue

19

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno eyl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

e Jol! il e Tuglite (18 sl (a1 coleoliand! o Alazey 2wl 2ol Loy (S Bl 1da 39
e Buulas pe Azl @lhud el ) pllaill a Lge 3lad Lo Logao Yy ¢ $14AN e @St Jo¥1 clgiaall
¥ cLele Laaats ggill 2l SLATH aute cilaalas (e Ld aidss o wi,l (ad ggilly 4leosS Al
Jentleson & Whytock, ) (ruall (o y-dilis $ 993 P (de Jsaedl ) calaliadl 3 Jo¥l dale § (as @10a)) pene oo
Gaz O 1951979 ale didl ey 1977 ale LSl ae Juolss 2ald) las¥ Jgl> cadls a8y a9 (2005, p. 56
SV (o Al wliadsg Slaas e slexe¥ly e 6993 olin solad ) Led sl 2ls ey By Ll A il
S8 e b A o AST slataly slhga s @ blsbise Bydie Sudy Silal Jelia sl Jod o Gudgud!
(Almarashi, 2020, p. 30) & slge plls 13 &lyud pglas e Jaadl (e Sas cposilyge]!

& elsio¥lg Clugad! 3 s Lz Lid 2 1) ) Al 2y sd! Baaliadl il g5 (gLl g
13543 Richard Nixon” ssuSss 3yLadsy (it Il 8ls] cuiinyd 1973 ale Lad 2uSo ¥l Laguo Yy (A, il) Aol
I olaplasely 2os Ladias da Lole 2uslatdl cbigde aydy sladl lia 5323 @f g J) 2l cilage (e
Oy Wbigy 8yla] cus 8 3] caasadll (0 T.J.l}n Sl A o il c2lId wavg . Jfimmy Carter” 5,8 oz 8,15]
Jediad 1985 ale Lozl lia pugty G Jud «qulll slidl Laaddl cilsyly e Tlas (1982 ale Ronald Reagan’
1,Sue wlsbatawl J) sl Jy Aabaaddl oles¥l e (Sl aall jaiay @y 8),S0 ady i1 clzul
15 3 45953 duasatll e alig 2 &, Sue liie cbugul Lauly capmd cillee J) @il ey s (985,50
Amds e Adogadly GIAAN allas alel day Ld (e Boga cabyle susill al¥ell cis Ladie 1986 ¢lus/
(ool 8 Jida e yael g gzl sag cdudi ol (e oylaws/ il 5 3 el 3 Sl La Belle' Ji ¥ o de
Jentleson & Whytock, 2005,) Lﬁ.’fl Ot 8 AST @ (oo« padeds (Gie (0 AST Llaly OLSosal Oliz pge
pp-57-58

Lol ! LY 885 3] ey 2L Sl dadl (o Lol L (e 280,a¥1 Ll sis ndSS Y
3 5yl AST Sotua JI gyl Jaially £ 3,01 Sotane (ya suzmill l¥elly L o 38Mall Jlaml e Uil
Lo ga9 L i aily gus) of LS5 LS cellall slia 3 _,‘_1.‘41 laall &l ..\.!,él i duad alladl () Bl
233 O lall Soa¥l Bu Il & e me )l ey - qulll allaadl 5,815 3 Zludl AL Ll Giadl e asal
e Llos Smaie say o slsas¥1 glate G adS 1Al Jjte Blagal o V1 ouebiadl LSsba s J Ll b
(Erlanger, 2001) 4515 allaill Calass lais

3 8,41 odag cadaull alsall (o Bpds Ao Ld clss el wdll Ay cldslet)] 5ol ) JAnY! any
B Pan Am Flight 103'4,55,081 8,501 425 Laa cauly J9o Giio Gilod pmas Gules @ gslally Lall Ul
19 & yzeedl Bgd UTA Flight 772 4yl gl Ioglasedl 85l azasy (1988 Js¥l (39387 aamas 21 3 (2,Ss!
ol ) el Bzl l¥sll 3 S Cdloms Liia Ciz9 1997 ale § T el e (5)5 1591989 Jobi/ saiiwe
Slnlre laslis 5a9 ¢ 2pall e Taolidl ey lalle 2l 2 pall gl Loghaseld Goluad) jall Aaymd Aol

20

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

Lugles ) cLudyd oo meny Bamill aSLally 280,031 Bumill Sl¥sll o (Blendl 1 39 . Goiudl by ol
e Jodl sda o8,y coneleall pila § Loysalls el opabalsll alel i) (8 L (e AigilB il bogis
{(Zoubir, 2002, p. 35) L (he wlisde (oyal Bumill @odld ayladl (ol o

1992 5131/ usleg Sl 538/ aliy @ S/RES/748 9 S/RES/731 (sl yall (a¥) udma susol Uy 1 39
899 Lleall ;ud laigal uudty ol Gl 3 Gzl Gy pe Oolanlly o i) el Lud Tllas
S/RES/883 41,41l s9uumy HLull i 3345 @5 .(United Nations Security Council, 1992) lall el JKLT@.@-
ey ol udime SylyaY L Jlitel poe cn AdLs) wligie (o8 6l 1993 L ¢y, dd/ pedss 11 4
dpeziy bl yss (e Jlas (oy89 (sl deliuo jlit alad au ddiy (Sl Lawdl Jlas wilgaall sla
United Nations) gwloslll Jiiatll (aidas e Sad (Al 2ogSall 5,k Zassladl 21 5)1skly Jlsad]
4os wlbsaal Lua LesS ) gwly gwliw 38 Jme LesS o L cddaml «elldsg (Security Council, 1993
ol dall (pa Buias Ay § Lz byl iy Lo 509 Apussnin

ooSiny 085 @ Sl 1 BT ) Ll e 2og,all 2daudl mlisiall muwsll pllall aebias oo 0251 e
Laailolpd Jodad Sbgaall Blas prasty tog 0¥ Lelals £ L) @ saseill l¥sll udid 5) Sl Tyt leles)
oo oulll ool e (gudll paslorelis 203Latd ¥l welhloels (Lllayly Ludyd Losso Mg ¢Cigua9 5% ey ¢ qulll
Loyt &1 91 el ey L gunseg 2o yall CaBlall ol nals Aol ligdadl 2dlad sgasme 5 i o]
3 Lsxle azlys ) 3 ol uad . qulll J5 1l e Aaee clalSail ol sl jlawl (alassl biae S
elatlly Ll Gle I c¥lme § L Lpads 31 Ao lern¥) aalSLL o 3ol LS« Laaidl g lady ol Latiac]
bl @ Bysuame Aoyl Ligaiall HUT uad of «c8sll 5950 ang .(Zoubir, 2002, p. 35) &y5La18¥1 Blglully
Lmylall sgaim ¢ gaddl Lasead! Lol 13 § Loy L Als o) 2l M| e Jelas codsl s« goliazdY|
Ll e Hhadin 3u o @bl S350l O of (09 dnguas po dlalad G pllasld 2ad) Aeill wliss (Al
Loy Beand 3 8rdlis e Byguay ol Jy cAuls

Olaisd @ S1,5 4 Llinss dame Liiogs 1996 ple @il gl s Byime iy «,Teal) a1l Bleadl 1 @9
oSa g .ozl U5 1o Lduall eeliogl e qezbris! 2uals e cazma 1200 gpo AST U8 3] callsid] s gasd!
Laolia! 5,811 8 e Jgoui oo i Lo J) ciel b et olalll Loz (e Tyintie 8y5ell s i
Al Aol b AUl 7 L) Sled Tasls Tytimng cAlalad) 8L T3S 5 Troy it 3] clad U5 1o 2ue Lozl
Losild edetiod 55 (po 0t (o0 0809 cloyad sl (il cdlilad Basoy e Lglg) (g3las G S Y1 1 3
Al Gpuedll elamsY) Ll oble e g laull § oo Loty allasal @Il (s (=18 GLus¥l Bsd> ols
8,513 (e imdie (555 @1 2011 ale il Lt &L8 ¢ aall 1des .(Human Rights Watch, 2003) 1996 ale &lasb
Al Hlemas¥) dasd Sz BT ) Al s 2S5t @llae ) (52 coitiaol s 485 Ladl poll

21

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

& Logao Yy Byl Joall (e ste § lilla sy st 91 ey elllally Jatll s 1l ol s Jls 89
wolell Jlazel 572011 boli/ 58 15 Lad  owlead! (350l (0 By Alonya Layous Lud culss « juang (udss
(el Silgd upallaall oo Sl lge Jl gt e Ole g (ilans § Wboyidl jas plol ass labeis| Jiy3 2228
it 8, 8L Byl a1 Ggao izl 1da S o (Terry, 2015, p. 164) U ¢y 6551 slolie J) caiadl wiay &1 Jud
$3lo I oyallall 8¥T =59 Lasyao cula il e Lias iy Jadlly e U5 AuaS Al dlog i S aing
O Q) Human Rights Watch' (i3ss ouds)y crogua dalaia il LS pladl Llawl cndllas a3 ‘aLﬁ I 3l
Slegarma by licie L cuoill gy 08 il ccunill g byl @1 e blid/ 5l 17 Slalaisl J) 3ol
Aalls Lgae dlasd iy (S @ ol 5T e Jog gl ¥l oy b alel) Jlae | @ol> Jub (o diylae
.(Human Rights Watch, 20711) 2L 3slas ool daial § a8 Lasi 0

&Sy Loyl 3] Adlis) Lisay Ao bolid/ i 17 ags cawdST e oM iyl deliazll s Bl 39
Al Glniall lgaxla goyallateg aalll oe¥l cilsd oy 20079 2006 (ole (G5lady § by &) ELLLY]
Amnesty International, 2011, ) Lg sl 3 &y i Gl oo (@il @iad | 4S5 Las ) 453180, IST1 @ e 1! e bz
s & st as¥l dilased Solety Tosmyls Tomy Ayl g opopallazl] 2iiad § el cadl s wel A89 (p. 14
by oL/ 5018 20 3 1908 yallazl) &T ) laysS sda 3] clase AST 55l JI 30531 G 2 Lo (2 Lnas 1 5301
de oiedly Siumlly dboy il uelsd Aazliag (sl (¥l Sl sie Bhaly colaludl e @ldal Hlail
(Kuperman, 2013, p.109) mludl slasall ssb J Gl zleisd el (e 20 Lt ayud (3 ool Loy <Lzl
Liel olayl (63 zonane 135 ) Tezmyts Jgomsg ozl el Laylls waas Al 2ol el fopozes Aozl sda dics
ASHLade Ausludly Aol

& 48,05 e Jio g dlly 2011 ol ol 8 22 § 314l yane olall gl llasddl oo Jymell Iia 3325 A8
ol deog o (9 « srmng st § 6o L 19,50 Lled papae! (e o $14AN Fa collasdl lda ad 2 Hlus
il ] oylas Les LS e ¢ o d S 52 ] Ogaang &utinl Sl oo Lacs 09810 “Osulay)” 5701352
Jl Sl bz olgim! Aglea o dalil Jan! cause 3ol Lyupams 130 ladkius (dagias oo Gblll plad!
Chrosd Sy oS o Gzl s L6 «@f (109 (Al Jazeera, 2011) Cagall sl e zoide goead ol s
Lol s Gagrs Thug sliely Ayl ae Jalarll cyplest alabud! &1 e Titge 08 Uy ol usSl suliw
ol 218 ST B uue Aspe J e Ja3 3 Je Lo s aloLad]

s o9 2011 Loleis/ lpd Sl Lo 2l Amili 3ymma 0S5 @y (§ 158 (0 Lads @] 2alll 2031 (L8 cdileg
el o J51s (@S159 A (e 2l Slal@¥ly cbigaally Joall 5sall (e &l o dashe Jelas Alpas il
A giae Abeg 2jl ] laleis¥! Jymide i (8 «glaill i (o653 T & (0 uleally (slara¥l o lassYlg
4d s s Bl Hlad Al Lam g V) Leaid (S0 ¥ ciland] ol e e Joud) J5ailly dsgaill ggange J) o3

22

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

@ Jdoadl Il ) bl Sl (e 2 JLany duo ¥ Lo L g9« gull) J ol ddlia ao Aummylidl ogasall

B9 duia) 54D

S Ul a3 (¥l udems wolomiw| 245 .6

e Bgun A8 Bygums Leuds (2585 Ll Ll iy gpaiatll illas 314N yens 4 Al gl psall 3
Aealinog Alaad] slagl 3 Al ) (U515 Gllasal o Ldgons e sl Sualss 3] oty agld ) i)
s oplell canall Blas ¢ Ludl oo B9l welias i dilygline Jol (po¥ll udma die (Sled! Ida 39 Anude
o Beall alazialy carall lsslaly (bl whshatl ol &Il 318 (e bl sliael e a8y Lad § orsall
plisl Cgag (e duds cdgll & cpaadug (S Slezdl (e 2l Sllaludl el )94 (radSha ¢ Cpasd)
((United Nations Security Council, 20711) 28loxsall %> 13 § Loy  peatlly olaadl pozeall 35>

) ) el s ecanall dalad) &1aY) e uaiiy @ Gulzell Cadge O Cladiul (Ko mmaddl lia I3 (e
el ) Aot Al el Jgams Jagesd J Ll s3linel Les 3 Sin by ke 2y iLud ¥l dadl
Slaladl (il <yl Pha) L ddall Slalaed) (ads (e cduzs G ulanll eli] @ @ld oo e «gulll
United Nations) sSUJI Js1s I Glud¥l Jlell @ caleladly aedall claelusll ¥l 59,0l ples (de 4l
Bhie J5105 e (sl Jo¥1 Ll o die ey 2oy Aol &Lall &1 e <3 Jusg (Security Council, 2011
Loyl ST ados sl ] J) JLasdl las¥ age L g9 Aulad ¥l los! e po dpsliad | 4315

Joadl olms¥l e Zozanie Lalall Lloglas (8 ety Aparls] Cadlsa po opa¥l (uloma J510 climtll s cpalss 139
Ssiuwa (e 5l g laz! IS Ao yall Joall Aasle ciy)8 agdl cld Lad gulll allaidl Clolu Lils] gomi delal
a8 AS) L (alad ciyy8 LS (eIl caddl 3oy LSE iladl Cadgy qulll allail 2o (Byalall § crugaidl
Al clalaill 3 Al 2 pall Bppalozedl 4S5 Lae Balad oo Sind Aaalaell (udzme cilelaza | § Al 2o Sl
ele @3.(2017 2l gll) 5yl atly qulll patzmll ol Glassng carall cady Clal 2l cllaluadl Byl (o JI L
bl slasadl ool 3) ol i S3ad JIIl agdl 8 Gaaydd1 slosS aalell pa¥ly @l udzme a85e
33 .Sl Joull og3lally olus¥l Gadzd Joudl 0ilall Blasl spiely copead) yallazll s 552l Loyall
Blal I3 o slaadl i ) o) olantl dalaiag zelicd] Golarll udzee Joa oo S caarinil ¢ 5131/ esle Jilof
@2 398 g9z Hlas Aakate iyd IS 3 Loy cpqubosed Ades lus Sl dl Bgeally ookl Goms 25,0 @1yl
(Walling, 2016, p. 218) 2wl

S LS O ¥ g o A5 L 2510 201 iy Aanl8Y 19 3ol bogaall 3 acliaddl 1ia 813150 39
Abins Bl qelll Juadl 139 Dle] po ddgim s SlBLELNYN iy 1as  gulll slladl clules Cilas) §
AT 48y Aalarll dils juai ¢ gui (§ Audlis] Aol S Lo 529 2011 Lolid/ 1lné 21 § ddlaidl Julll e

sl anl sy cblis/ lnd 22§ (uise zlall aie Blassl el as @ (2)Ss) Aund § luass Sl4aN s

23

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno byl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

(eild eyl die Cadga 3 ied WY wa¥) BlaasYl G e alaidly Alausdl &,Sally 2l cluas il
Llaze 51,8 3Ll J) el udma Lesg 48ladid) 2011 Lolii/ 13108 26 3 ool gl cBumal) @edll s L Cagia
sda ceaul udg (Sharrock, 2011) ,aldl Joudl saall e 13 @ Loy clead 3 AT @il o Lo
11 clolenl] Tasls Tollas damgs oulll pllaidl 8y50m 50307 3 gwloslid] Soiudl e Logw ¥y ccnlalaidl
Adoadl Al iyl § mdls LT L O B3940 (29 sliad| Aue 4l

dupe s il b slus¥) e cilyage Ll 2l dad o imylog Lsls (palAll saiall 1 (s 35
Apanl Llmil Jol Jie 1 S/RES/1970 ,1,al1 2011 Loliis/ 108 26 (3 ¢ (ool udma dae! clidy . dsguidl ye
S et laa¥l Badme lighe (ay89 Ld J) Amladl dygs e Jlas (2,8 e 5311 (i uBy el dajle
Al LSl ) L 3 psdl Il LeS el allaall 3 cadogadl HLS (50 sake (e Jgua¥l ozl ol
oo ol pudzme Jlanl e e 4T § 51all 1da deal (aSSs (United Nations Security Council, 2011) &gl
Tuaglto B1yo) (uSiay Loy e al3d] aalls ol Al lg Bigild ilgal aloseia] By J) sadomtlly Bl | &3l5Y1 Al o
229l Byshaz

Sl L) uSe Lo g9 Al Aol aa Joudl Jelatll 8,515 cuaud) «S/RES/1970 51,801 souie clact 39
ol Jled cal> wae «sloadl lda a8 Adels AST Adiai olool @ ol ) Bwloglsd) 2xdlall Sl 1o
plall el aST g Laxa¥l 1ia IMsy Lid § ansll hshas cumdd g Lol o139 Syt (e JuSoy § Lelaz|
3 Agkaly 2uels Lalain diiogy « 93Ll Jany (4 dueal (Anders Fogh Rasmussen) cusgasly §93 oyl ccalxl]
Bygme I g Leia¥l pals LS 2ulud ¥l A dularaddl Jal (yo 6391 Auarl8 ¥y 2ol lalaill e 3439 Bauads
sbe dais me sy il ke (§ g Loy Alad Yl sl Lo Bl oydg dalaidl § Sooedd) 92ol) a5
Al 2o &1 ) skl lia sdag S/RES/1970 (NATO, 20711) 51,al cazgay (ol udma dunyd i1 Aludd]
Qi ol Loyl dud puamill g cale ) Bl @alll 289,1 S 1o Lol 1l cale oo liomyus Jgoess iy
2l 4,8

Caliad Ay laall Bl 2l 3 Slad ke 2l A Ll o« Joadl S| e ol 1aa 813150 39
G BN ) Ludyd cae e a8y allail] Lnalio 658 ey lsslis Tyllo] dipmgy Jlam¥l abogll Ludzell eLid] 8
2 Las¥l Ao J) pllasll e Jodinll Ao oo 2yall 55all (oamy Jlanl e s dS 5skas (82011 131/ 05l 10
Lelaza! 2opall Joudl Aaals ulzms dic Laie 131/ ople 12 @ Hludl i 3323 o Jeizme guliss oy e
g @iyl Cadgy gulll allaidl pdlae e ST o150l dud slel 5,000 3 6)lisdl Syiadl e Lolidiwl
w28 dl el s Les 7360 @8y & pall Analaedl 51,8 &1 2l (e @a¥ly Boally Lls s (a1 glolidly oull cpe dils3
ol Bl lia Kk 18y (Walling, 2016, p. 220) casadl Aslas] Aal lolis sLiily Lo (353 92 o dabais
e Azl bl oYl (adas § mquels (35Y oo ot (¥ Togo Larld) llas 139 45Y Lpca¥) AAIL Jooms Al
Alamtl lgie cxd pugl J5u3

24

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

085 51all 2011 5131/ uple 17 @ oopo¥l udzmo daiel (dasl8lg Adonll Lgaall § @SIAN lia 940 39

a9 iy LTy Josldls crvadly Ly @ ccuguatll (e elinel duas g Lital ao « il guadl Alely S/RES/1973
3l ey L Bgd Go2 Hlan Aakaie (ayd (e aig umill madl Bl (0 palad) il g LA Suie
Ll I 853 (61 0 slarial pe caszl Jlazd 4oyl Ugalll Gblilly ool Zylesd Lo juladdl arex
clldss .S/RES/1970 [Lall gy o9,all Axliddll jlas e wST Balely calll o2l o0 o5 (ol e
Ulse comd 3931l alugeiuly O3Y) A ye ) Lsoliad! bgiially cibsaall Aoya o e¥l ulzms bt izl
o5l & Bylesd! Audosue e Jurasd Uil pusly o Hlas| Jol Jies 2l Ul Jaz Lo ga9 ool dyle>

JPS (PR

Sleed § I aill Jo¥) ol cadidl Bles S Ja .7

lad) hlael I el @ el Lt @ @Suall dsatlly ¥l (udzme (ansa3 OF ot Ll pamy e
ool Aaladl A gall 4,5 5Lal was . cnsall sage by ) sl Blas g Luils duslaall ¢ Lag¥l Hsaum; o))
o ST 5okt cns § cpmieds all 550 Soloes Llsls cnmlidl se &1 J1 2017 alad M ¢y 934 szl
381y gl Glui¥ly ¥l Sl ¥l pams uSe Lo g9 cpaadlee e Ualas 5,51 oo golgas crusslll (oo 211 900
e3 483 e 2011 Glyss/ suiss @ Ol ¥l Bsdm (ulma (e s3lio 53,45 el LeS . (UNHCR, 20711) ¢ 131 aelias
sda s gis 39 Aslud¥l s @il Ul 35 a8 Jlad¥l oda Jie &1 J) Tade L § el clans¥) oMl wyl3s
2l 893 Alnial diimgy 035 48 lab las Ailais (a8 Jud e cBoyd Slslya] s gl STy clibasll
Ay HlasT (e sl ) Glas g dpaia il (o Lse

O s 5391 sgamme L 2] Asldeall 2Ll 0 oS0 @ Gl Sl Aalaia (2,8 (3 Bl 1da 35
LS Aagzdl oSl el yillog zylally Agadl aelgall cUs 8 Loy caulll gomll ¢ LI Sloshain pods (o
9 Ol g5 ciendT e G pomeld oye allaild Amldl Al sl dan de o 2,Suall diads @Sy gokal
Ol cellily capmall clilae 3 cuanzeionl 13) Al By ) abaall Calagral e Slias Algalll Bblll céu gl
Ol O U Sl 39810 Blaill aulg aludeiul ge uadie (Ko o Blad! 1da § (o8 LS Aylexdl 3lais
(Binder, 2016, p.210) duus pllaild AMzall calyuall Calas) ) osall Gles (o JEBYI GISe) 2lal die

bl oy Aalanll ol ypuanlls sl Adaall 2L Al sug ems ¥ Gl W15 k) ) SLLd 1 &1 e
coasds all gty Juall sae Busill @l 238 3) s a> ) Wglate clls Al (pe Jo¥1 Jo L M5 il
by o3y dI adod! aslizd) Skl clal Loty «Jutd ATl g ) saadl dlall dmiall dalaia coady (> &
Lo 509 &85 Jalg 8y AST cmmppal <2011 5131/ ysle JolsT e Lasss Vg el ypuazll e S8 3 pag 915, dc
(UNHCR, 20711) J5 sl 51,5 3lesl alamed § 2slus ¥ 25801 @zemd dile 3atos pusls atds sl 18] (o ciasl

25

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno byl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

G315l el Setue G ol ( 3y quleaad) llasdl Gotuns § A58 ity ()l Alud ¥l Al B8 ¢ e (59
o) pue (e Ay Ablxs

s s3bo ot il Al Ly o S/RES/1973 1l &1 5Ll § s Lo 13] Toguny JICEYT 1ka 135
O 320 1938 elgan el il paez Jgads (2 cy ¢ il s (00 cBulemdl (atin Bl s clpias a3l
pllas iy @ SLad ¥l aaa @) JIAS O s oy ausylall algall il (e of pllasdl g Cile 0 pomdl i)
Baouaie Bl e 5yslo Lbolie (o dadly o8 Loy mludl g Il LS Zagdall 3] Jaill Giga o0 coug (3141
(Terry, 2015, p. 167) dud okl Gylasel 3laio po Yy das (oa¥ll (ol po Lolas pamandy ¥ bopusts e ($5kaiy

cihlael ZagSoms wad @ Lud (§ J ) Bbeadl Slaslell Gl 295 Slidige 55 Sl oot Lglill s cyag
i Lo 59 8,500 Bygumy Auylall 653 il ) qull¥l Jla il o il sl 1a Laismg Alund ¥l Aylesel|
loglally Aalaill 8yg-all @adn! ns Sne s i oL 2011 131/ 0ske 4 & saladl Gillagadl (DY) @ 754050
ol e misly Jsus 4l oW e leiall cudimg udg L By 3 5lstd) ) Ayl ALty 4,
a5y alie Jaris @f als il goall (an (T skl sda aaSss (Wintour, 2017) §liall ws slandl gedd
il as T 28 a5 e 2] 3Ll 3 1,800 iy s g Ll ol § 6l 9 Loyieis (§'S/RES/1973 )4l s
ol szl gyuamtly Jo¥1 Caul Jaally culls 18 el 2olas i€ 13] Lo Jgo Gz Yslad aty o) 81 o 1511
B, il e dbolae) § Aealudly plaidl Cilassly el al 400 Ms e i L

2890 dpums Jo> s Aoy i lad] dad 0929 5G] o Doy ¥ L 3 sl Joo Jall L8 cdiles
I delas caasly @ AsladYl skl pa> Jales connmy Loiwd A aall 69all @bslel @l § daddl Ia
J ool Bles 3late ¢y gyt 7Ll (o Ca i€ 08 Ayall 65all 5,0 clilell paans & dalas Lasl coniay
15 s ¥ Glezedl ol 13 Lo 3 Jtany ¥ Jlgaedl B3 ¢ oy . 51l 8 Lall cibyzme § sl el ot
3laal fers Ly Cuma sl Ll ol cad 2aSTonl Lbadl 2L sy 18 <ol 13) Lo § s e 5l Sl 10 (pass S yiin>

ol Gl s gatll sgus Sglns asl B,Sucs Auaolius

PP WS [P PO QPOWLYN [ PV P

e mudly (531 Jgs il I cludyd iy S/RES/1970 Hl,all (¥l s slaiel (o suad iy aay
o391 Lo J) Sy Ll yums Luudyd oy Bigilal) As Ll (g SIEY lsd Oglila, 1638 ol Slstl) (6,8 ue
Ao paanll 1da o (33Masls .Sl galll lolidly bl Zolased “2aMI1 yulaall apan” 3lest 83l cye 5yl
O3 pie (e et 1 el e s il Jgull iy Slas §leg e 2] cBauas bl o9 lstll el
.(BBC News, 2011) dlaizs y3lel cpasadl

©)S5 uad el mludll s9a> § ypmme (S5 o pedl 1da Aagds & 25 cldaall oylal cel3 aag
o Jy @olidl e pmzas of oplall ciled ) culad @1 dludll G dud,all (Le Figaro) gylisd o) digmim

PAS)

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno byl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

b 3929 ad Ly Aelos dasys e LY ) cnlal LS . abboll 3alas fylgms flse @lasls Layl
Bamals Joo (0 Rasld Bpine il g Lasas sl (ajlall Slad Zaals claly § clilall cuisge
Syzma 5ol 8ySell dlalyo e U5l ST 2ilB g0l sia CaiSSy .(Nougayrede, 2011) 15l adlga ) el Jaud
I e I BT s A ILaN clyua ) el g dily coneal] dazles e alail) 5508 Julaad

e ol G palis dlsus G 1uS3e calband Glad¥l aadl 5l I gudb¥) Jlods Cal> an «531 &2 (09
L3l g8y ail Aslud ¥ Llaradl jrus 39 Al Ll 3l 08 G 8,8l ey 3 Al asladl 1,081
S B (e lad] Slalaie e Jualsall e Blasdl I35 oo oyl 3y Buley e (e Sliad (3lail &l
cunds SN §9 90> M slibol Aalaiag « pen¥l Copliall Adoull izellly Aolud ¥ 0 9541 Baseds! Suzmall el
Slalail) pe Jolazll Lapas cupte a3l muiny «(6Sall Gl Jelanl) 3,8 JuSady o3l aladl ) el
{(Harvard, 2013, pp. 21-22) Laallae e Jaally Lo 83,0l coldladl Jldzal 3ayall 1da Jot T (e casludy!

« Kristalina Georgieva iz )s> Lidlius,S oo s plall Glud¥l ill lda g_:fﬁ)ﬁa‘ Sles¥l 330 LS
Ol 201 1/ a1 24 3 g 5081 A gall § lasW ALy Ablad ¥ clie Lk lg Jgadl glasd] s gan
LeEd pe Lasger caldy bt J31s L) dswmsll sy gblio § Ailad] Slielus gpzseny cuald Ligyol
d lal LS L) o bzl ctlll peaze) s1aed 0939 3¢ oS e L @p0s alio sl Laslaaia! 34830 ol Y|
dL 13 usbe oo Bl IS i Lol Bslaad] il LucaS 590 Ole 60 oyl Lo ciautd Aagyg¥l gl O
¢lI3 ¢iog (European Commission, 2011) Luld 850kl Joudl (0 (aed 31,700 (0 AST 8ale) 2011 541/ sule
Apdaatl) Slslp2¥l pany Gt § ol Clasll Gstue G slywe dlad Aului] slasl o WL S @ Joull G
A asLall

IMs e s clansg 2alall 2ulud¥l culszdl s (e oMt (Say ¥ J3aald gl 531 518 eld g
Llae iy 2017 5131/ aple 20 3 19 (o 5801 ad . Jaall s)luns 1973 51,50 (6 Suwall duaiall Aagls Jyloes
Oleyu L& colab Jlas dalate (15,8 Layalls 3 cdupul dludydg susmill A80allg sumill culi¥g ) Boliay 40,SCue
2l oo ST 268 131/ sle Bl Jglosg S (0 Aalizes gblio @ GlAa) lsd s by Joddd causi b
A yadl Shledly Slady wgudl e csliael e Jos by I el @ LSue elas ol oo e Ago 8,ds
Terry,) 1973 ,1,all duais ) Auel, 1 4, Suadl Sliloadl aad Ael8T1 Baliall 5561 165 ¢ 5131/ uple 31 398l
Ysass AST lacs ) s9dzell g3,01 Blaie 3ol B,Suall culiboall cdisd alaselll s dieg (2015, pp. 165166
pllaall &, Sl 2l Calugad §

Lpde Cdind 2011 131/ usle ,lol b 2asM clelyo¥l Alidao 8 sl 8y90m paogtll s dawss B
Ogallasyy Ogaslliiuly 05,8 Oaloien OF «luss/Jinl 6 Jglomg . 31al Lusy Maae was ol G copue
cOluats/Jspl ivatia §9 .(BBC News, 2012) 185 58,1599 5Ld JSea Liid] & 1ol ol (g5laiy 3 caos2ge
Lols cilgd cwld LS (Black, 2011) Lud Gyi @ Lletd! dl @bbuld Bolas Audyd mylgm Juoys haé sl

27

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

oo Laaill i sdas (Serafimov, 2012) ashliradl cloglally madugsis 5letll cosits Lape g Auud 99 2illa
Aoy By S 88 sy gmi il s e8ydilin oz (o il les e Trumtia a0 J5all 1 ) s Ll
el g e Lpyad 53a Ley usplall wlgal

& ) Aigu3als e udind 18 .candll cnyal & Calaadl duegi ) el die 598 5 Las¥l s slajg
Sled el 1903/ 94192 22 33.(Al Arabiya, 2011) 3903/ 54192 30 3 sasals Jleos] 8521 WMMg clps/ 9uise 7
LS .(Ahmed, 2015) @alaadl  £luall @l 59,dens days, bl sldl A 5933 0 U &gl il pisan 550
Olusi/donl 25 39 coubibhle § G4l Lagyan Blaring 8313 3850 Olusi/danl 21 § Bsall bl cidugul
Cro WM Ll ua Jade (e daimd yaul bbb § oo Olat/anl 30 § o3 Lposseiun oS &,Sue Lad
Lysass ralie oy clidaall s pean Loy (ALY 0da 5 345 § el (o .(Denyer & Fadel, 2011) sslas|
by pyzma s Ao yall Ugalll GbULL of Gl lex

IS LAl ol @lsd (29 L iyt § Asplall cilgal Toa Aol boliwls Ludyd iy (JW) il allas 3
Baseill el B Bz plol lasy Joul o 4 el Lo gy el by Ldllayly sumill ASLell (o elps (p0 Lyt
syzme ¥ g I bl aoY Ty atues Tydilio e Loe U508l mual (lies .(BBC News, 2012 & Nakhoul, 2011)
Byl HUasdl e O Bylas ) B Buls g £y Adas

& 1Al yane Jrdes ;¥ qaly I e laadl oo Hlgtll ilgh cias  g3ll U505 e yedi] Aass dang
Lo Lws ayLiely o Jsaidly 35L¥) J) Ogmape Ogasalinny dle) Jilag cusylao ctlls iy 2011 Jo¥1 oy i/ 105381
Abolyaaally prile Jlanl Gulzeay GIAAN allas Jlagiul § el WS g3l § o3 ple> g8y 093 Jl> Lol
o Js ol 7 L o G 8ydilin s Bygumy «a iy dunis Capmgill a1 _ne (Hehir & Murray, 2013, p. 191)
Ll sty plaal) bolaw) § Uterl) Tl dimedn Loyl b)) b comsall Bles lias e Tratio da
Sl

cOmial) s Alaime Slezea pin e miaidl L § Glad ¥l Usaald sy 3 581 ET 9o ¥ (ol L (e
818 s alalle 1Al allas bolaw] ) gl soms (e 1l 59801 ¢yl JuSaT Bale] (8 B8 Aaputs Jias s
etz Aaylall el o3 § Ly claglialog o3lil oo Ll 31 Apnoliaaly 4, Sl ol 2¥1g Aalall 25 Lud )
dlate oy Ll 21350 J5oall (1 CaaSs cornial) Alesmy 5 alll L) day ¥ a8lge CBlagaly oL ol sllail
Laas jas @ OISl Gl maly ey g1 d3 i) G idss Al Ll 18 ¢ e (o el 3haie J] Aslace|
8T gty 03T Jazey () ¥l psl 3,80 g Alinn BT L8] @ IS ol s 20318 Sl cadg
et laline 3 sl Gylommy laa€V1 ] die pllasll pas )

c39de din Ausyall §eally el aUaidl cns @STAL L350l Al 230 Aol Apalielly skl e Loy 13) Lo
Llmial diiogs ¥ pungl Lpsoliany Lzl Slliel ae SLud ¥l adll abolas) mli diimgs yelay Joull Lo

28

ubgillg dxilui Yl dac il (1 dsloa)] dgguno byl sl _
dull Ll auaai awlya s bl Ll | Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

s glas (yo dilel Lo 3 dadd (S, Y sl aadl 391 518 ccllng . Joudl LBliw oye Agian of dualls: 2uilud)
Lad U5 ¢ L ually Alall) (e LS Bole] (o 4ul) (9281 Layd

EDSES)

G 0% ¥ Llosedl Adgge e 3 st JIC8Y &1 zgungr oS 2l Dl 4T ol 0085 Lo 5 945 3
il st J) el pansatll Sytue (po Jatiy Lodie Tiles L Joad @) 2,801 & b Byl Ayliall 4,
S/RES/1973 5 S/RES/1970 ¢yl yall M5 (yo (¥ udma 23 ¢ Jua¥l g (yad . (a1 (e (quuliaadly (5,SCucal]
Blilly B8l papad ail AaUl ol peas 3lily (lall Jlam (o389 coniall Blem e pods Ligils T
layalls (3 cilS ol (assadll sgus G Gay liag . qia¥l sV slainl ae (il su Slaxd Ugalll
igay 3y Wlat S 118 Laall nus ol gl pllaill JSCad 8ole] 3laies ¥ 2slad ¥l Lozl (laiar 2osSime

& Trazmin U3l 3 @0 3] e clall S 13 T B0lie Bl Jsazll el jlaad) 25 ca i el pag
il Blas) I Tmppos 4l b gl alls go Slas alais (2,8 § of il e 8,800 clexl Ao
5y9dd) @uadiy ccuyailly cmeladll pe usylaell wliadly ZJLAN Sluall jsais (gl alall &Sl
(o a9 Loy Tylia Ladls o0 cpesal) Gylammy Loyl &1yl ¥ a8l calgaanly csozell ellaally (sl L
Llesdl Bt e Leasls Lo Ll Bre s e ualll pansgaall s9 e JalS goms e Losmado Jlas o oad! iiall 516
o el @3 8 Luall 03155 & 8L Blate )

¥ &S50 a8Me ol sl Adaall mliadly olall Glad ¥ cllasedl o @8Mall &1 2yl o i (L ey
38l ipbs Aslud] Sldaas (e Jaslly ol ol Ll 23 Glall weladll of LG & LIRS (S
Slalaill g Juolstll of LY cldee (an) Juwd o> (o slow duablall Lolud¥l sa¥l (aey Jsaall
sl ) ¢ adanl) Bliso § 3z dandi Glud ¥l llasedl (1 i Y daaoedl sia oS clue Ludl @quas of a6ludl
Ol Bles ad @f cellig allast) Llaw) ) @F o A5 10l 5@l ¢)line JSCad ole) ] gl pugl Aelant (g4
ATy g darsdl (5o 3S5 Te 32 AySally Luwoliaed) Amglid] iy el s ol gl) sl Sliall 2

A dadll Al @ Blesed) Algse Tuse Guas OT ) vas Jlaall Gty Jlsadl (e Y1 GL3 cdiley
a6 Adaall Zlell Sgiume dic Lpd [igmmme G o] ST cAgilally 2nllasell iyl § ol Llas sz Liso
W5 s 1 ¥ (oLl Bl J) sl igslally @Y daaals o wiy | ey Tkl &1 2l Al oy lsl
Ayl A8 Aoeso Al Al 1S53 aall e Ll (o g5 (@01 Al 1 201 S9lms clalmsl § il gl
Bozd il Uy (Auduola Byzed 0S5 o Liloe (52 LS Al o Ligild jusn LeS (ol issall oy Bozmalld
s ccummd ylone 2Ly digmgy Tl (s d Aol sia 46485 Loy s J5atll Ogarian iyl cuolel 3,350
U owlisngazd! § Ll clind § U35 Lo G 2eia¥l gz 2ol Buylall boluas! Glass (e 4508 Lsgiza
3151 J) ol ¥ lasd U] (oo Jooets o Gylaedl ddggae O il Ll @ Jiats 2 Alell 3 sl dogall (L6

29

uintagillg alus Yl e il (ry dyloa)l gguo eyl 51yt i
)l Al i dawlya semwbul Leie 1 Jnta



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pirgo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

ol o WMl 3 aSan)l Bole) (opiy Lo gag (Blexdl Siliatie Holats AL Au353l89 8N Aue i e
o lall Joadl allasll 3392l alusiad B! Laudsglly ¢ SLai¥l llazdly « Joul

el ySadl
oo elyn Balyudl o 3Ll 3 8rdlie p2 ol Byl Byguay il (oo ST ypanlly SLAd! palliny Calsll auan,
s ailly ylazed] Adghun fgudgas Auall i3 jalially az Ll nds3 of Bzl Slpzrgatll of Apadall cllasMLI D5
Slalyully @35U6sdl bl a1 dalall lucwilly oLl gz calsll ety LS Al Dl 3 Gl Joul)
Al bl § Leglagidasy S/RES/1973 9 S/RES/1970 (¥l s (6518 Jlxs § Wlall s Lile ciazel (&1

EPEN ECIPEFIING

o Slilaw! of cMlae of Ailiwe by v ¥ LY cduwlyull sia e 43T 2a8lgll cildlaze gudais ¥
Bys-dida yolial uliws igilds LAl dulxs (e Aulyudl ioarel adg . lilgumed) o siudl (oo 51,89 8, dle 4S5 Ldue
Al 13 281 LWy el udzma Sly1,8 23 § Ley > Liay

héjré/l‘ Slealuca
3oy ctmdl slae] (oo praz Cal5lI Jo3 By .oyl sl iaed 5 doly il 8yl (oo Alyull s cipnst
)Uc?“ ZtéLHaj a&.my\ Labb.&.‘\j @SL?}J\ d,g.l.z.?j a?."\.ml,.“ salll 229 4@)5_“5 MKJ}}” GLL.!j 4&}4&511 )Lg,’i.&-\ R

S paddl B iag « Jo¥1 B39l LS5 ¢ zmills kel

bl ol
1 —aBga Bygpally Ja3 Yy calsell ladl Julmdll e Stad LAl § Bayledl ¥ 0T 1S5y LS Lo ye 2as)bs o

dﬁ-@-ﬁ‘
a8y Asmile of Audomy Lo ol Lols of Bale A ol o ydlio a2 ol ydlio Jlo dages (g 2ulyll sda (3l o

a3l e 15 s el s

el e Bl

Bt I aslolozal 35550855 3 AagSindl LlSian Analoms aos¥1 3yl lialys dme § ey ey el Juasd
Lol Slalysg cadsndl Zalealls «aladl Joudl oslalls ¢ Lad¥l Joadl Jsoslly (Aslomd] 2o e Llas Joor
ool 5l bl i gilly LY llaid) 285k Lubmiy pols alazal as el

30

uhgillg awiluill] de il (y dyloal g guo eyl sl _
duwll Wl auua dawlya s bul Ll | Jinua



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

pirgo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

ORCID .S)¥|

Faisal Baraa Almarashi “ https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2878-5634

bbedl as ) ole

cpoanll Axling Bysdde solian e iaatel udy Aol bl aelsd of Al ol Je Auwlyull sia goims ¥
lesd! Agsun poubgos Aball o13 BaassSY1 an s (ol cilalaall ylasy (el il Slyld L o
AL Al § etall ax L 258 s e oball sda J somdl Sess Ll 3 Joadl Js-aslly

2z A

agsall g2 A

il ol Asladl die J) (Uslls yuis dases e y3) (wleorsao 859l .(1970) gl
https://bitly/48)fiIW . L) 455 Lisa dlai dupall dnalz] ()1 22 20711) 2led]l

CWLESFEANY
Ahmed, N. (2015, May 14). War crime: NATO deliberately destroyed Libya's water
infrastructure. The Ecologist. https://bit.ly/30CGrA4

Al Arabiya. (2011, June 7). NATO bombs Libya TV station [Video]. YouTube.
https://bit.ly/30BpdG2

Al Jazeera. (2011, February 23). Defiant Gaddafi vows to fight on. https://bit.ly/4sQyclx

Almarashi, F. B. (2020). The role of international organizations in humanitarian international
interventions: Iraq, Libya, Syria cases [Master’s thesis, Istanbul Aydin University].

Amnesty International. (2011). The battle for Libya: Killings, disappearances and torture.
https://bit.ly/4cFSCUO

BBC News. (2011, June 29). France gave Libyan rebels weapons. https://bbc.in/2TCCoVI
BBC News. (2012, January 19). SAS on ground during Libya crisis. https://bbc.in/2NJFy6h

Binder, M. (2016). The United Nations and the politics of selective humanitarian intervention.
Springer.

Black, I. (2011, April 14). Libyan rebels receiving anti-tank weapons from Qatar. The
Guardian. https://bit.ly/2RyurOx

Cater, C., & Malone, D. M. (2016). The origins and evolution of responsibility to protect at
the UN. International Relations, 30(3), 278-297.

Denyer, S., & Fadel, L. (2011, May 1). Gaddafi’s youngest son killed in NATO airstrike;
Russia condemns attack. The Washington Post. https://wapo.st/30DblLm

31

uhgillg awiluill] de il (y dyloal g guo eyl sl _
duwll Wl auua dawlya s bul Ll | Jinua



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2878-5634
https://bit.ly/48JfilW
https://bit.ly/3OCGrA4
https://bit.ly/30BpdG2
https://bit.ly/4sQyc1x
https://bit.ly/4cFSCUO
https://bbc.in/2TCCoVI
https://bbc.in/2NJFy6h
https://bit.ly/2RyurOx
https://wapo.st/30DblLm

pigo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/)IES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

Erlanger, S. (2001, November 14). 4 guilty in fatal 1986 Berlin disco bombing linked to
Libya. The New York Times. https://nyti.ms/2RyS3Tp

European Commission. (2011, August 24). Libya: EU geared up for the humanitarian
challenge. https://bit.ly/36hBNLX

Francioni, F. (2000). Of war, humanity and justice: International law after Kosovo. Max
Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law, 4, 107-126.

Harvard Medical School, Department of Global Health and Social Medicine, & NATO Joint
Analysis and Lessons Learned Centre. (2013). The Libya case study.: Working paper of the
collaborative NATO-Harvard project: Towards a comprehensive response to health system
strengthening in crisis-affected fragile states.

Hehir, A., & Murray, R. (Eds.). (2013). Libya, the responsibility to protect and the future of
humanitarian intervention. Palgrave Macmillan.

Heraclides, A., & Dialla, A. (2015). Intervention in the Greek War of Independence, 1821-32.
In A. Heraclides & A. Dialla (Eds.), Humanitarian intervention in the long nineteenth
century: Setting the precedent (pp. 105-133). Manchester University Press.
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.cttImf71b8.11

Holzgrefe, J. L., & Keohane, R. O. (Eds.). (2003). Humanitarian intervention: Ethical, legal
and political dilemmas. Cambridge University Press.

Human Rights Watch. (2003). Libya: June 1996 killings at Abu Salim prison.
https://bit.ly/37¢3G9t

Human Rights Watch. (2011, February 16). Libya: Arrests, assaults in advance of planned
protests. https://bit.ly/4cFO2G2

International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty. (2001). The responsibility to
protect. International Development Research Centre.

Jentleson, B. W., & Whytock, C. A. (2005). Who “won” Libya? The force-diplomacy debate
and its implications for theory and policy. International Security, 30(3), 47-86.

Kabbara, K. (2015). International intervention and the Arab uprisings: The cases of Libya,
Syria and Bahrain [Master’s thesis, Lebanese American University].
https://bit.ly/36 YwQbR

Kardas, S. (2003). Humanitarian intervention: A conceptual analysis. Alternatives.: Turkish
Journal of International Relations, 2(3-4), 21-49.

Knudsen, T. B. (1996). Humanitarian intervention revisited: Post-Cold War responses to
classical problems. International Peacekeeping, 3(4), 146-169.

Kuperman, A. J. (2013). A model humanitarian intervention? Reassessing NATO’s Libya
campaign. International Security, 38(1), 105-136.

Nakhoul, S. (2011, September 6). Special report: The secret plan to take Tripoli. Reuters.
https://reut.rs/2TIKufm
32

uhgillg awiluill] de il (y dyloal g guo eyl sl _
duwll Wl auua dawlya s bul Ll | Jana



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
https://nyti.ms/2RyS3Tp
https://bit.ly/36hBNLX
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt1mf71b8.11
https://bit.ly/37c3G9t
https://bit.ly/4cFO2G2
https://bit.ly/36YwQbR
https://reut.rs/2TIKufm

pirgo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. (2011, March 7). NATO defence ministers will discuss
situation in Libya and longer term prospects in Middle East. https://bit.ly/4cqlsbP

Nougayrede, N. (2011, June 30). La France reconnait avoir livré des armes aux rebelles
libyens, malgré I’embargo. Le Monde. https://bit.ly/30GtDbX

Osiander, A. (2001). Sovereignty, international relations, and the Westphalian myth.
International Organization, 55(2), 251-287. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3078632

Parekh, B. (1997). Rethinking humanitarian intervention. International Political Science
Review, 18(1), 49-69. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1601448

Pogany, I. (1986). Humanitarian intervention in international law: The French intervention in
Syria re-examined. The International and Comparative Law Quarterly, 35(1), 182-190.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/759100

Roberts, A. (2000). The so-called “right” of humanitarian intervention. Yearbook of
International Humanitarian Law, 3, 3-51.

Serafimov, A. (2012). Who drove the Libyan uprising? Inquiries Journal, 4(10).
https://bit.ly/4ewlZKI

Sharrock, D. (2011, February 26). Gaddafi’s defectors denounce “government of Mussolini
and Hitler.” The Guardian. https://bit.ly/3QkksyB

Simuziya, N. J. (2023). The (il)legality of the Iraq War of 2003: An analytical review of the
causes and justifications for the US-led invasion. Cogent Social Sciences, 9(1), Article
2163066. https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2022.2163066

Terry, P. C. R. (2015). The Libya intervention (2011): Neither lawful, nor successful. The
Comparative and International Law Journal of Southern Africa, 48(2), 162-182.

United Nations. (1945). Charter of the United Nations. https://bit.ly/4sQbhmN

United Nations General Assembly. (2005). 2005 World Summit outcome (A/RES/60/1).
https://bit.ly/4tsrG2a

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2011). UNHCR global report 2011.
https://bit.ly/2RB566M

United Nations Security Council. (1992, March 31). Resolution 748 (1992)
(S/RES/748(1992)). https://docs.un.org/S/RES/748(1992)

United Nations Security Council. (1993, November 11). Resolution 883 (1993)
(S/RES/883(1993)). https://docs.un.org/S/RES/883(1993)

United Nations Security Council. (2011, February 22). Security Council press statement on
Libya. https://bit.ly/4cosCls

United Nations Security Council. (2011, February 26). Resolution 1970 (2011)
(S/RES/1970(2011)). https://docs.un.org/S/RES/1970(2011)

33

ytagillg luill dxc il (w &loa)l agduto it pall sl Jind

aull dlal) aduai duwlya :unw bawli



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
https://bit.ly/4cqIsbP
https://bit.ly/3OGtDbX
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3078632
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1601448
http://www.jstor.org/stable/759100
https://bit.ly/4ewIZKI
https://bit.ly/3QkksyB
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2022.2163066
https://bit.ly/4sQbhmN
https://bit.ly/4tsrG2a
https://bit.ly/2RB566M
https://docs.un.org/S/RES/748(1992)
https://docs.un.org/S/RES/883(1993)
https://bit.ly/4cosC1s
https://docs.un.org/S/RES/1970(2011)

pirgo also 1SSN 2701-9233 | AgeIRT I Cilaaljall piigg Alag
2026 .22 aaall .8 alagll
https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1

Walling, C. B. (2016). All necessary measures: The United Nations and humanitarian
intervention. University of Pennsylvania Press.

Wintour, P. (2017, November 26). Libyan opposition leaders to get advice from UK military.
The Guardian. https://bit.ly/301Ly4C

Zifcak, S. (2012). The responsibility to protect after Libya and Syria. Melbourne Journal of
International Law, 13(1), 1-35.

Zoubir, Y. H. (2002). Libya in US foreign policy: From rogue state to good fellow? Third
World Quarterly, 23(1), 31-53.

Romanization of Arabic Bibliography

Plato. (1970). Muhawarat Gorgias [Gorgias (dialogue)]. (Muhammad Hasan Zaza, Arabic
Trans.). General Organization for Authorship and Publishing.

Albawaba. (2011, February 22). Al-Jami‘a Al-‘Arabiyya tu ‘alliq Musharakat Libya [The Arab
League suspends Libya’s participation]. https://bit.ly/48JfilW

34

uhgillg awiluill] de il (y dyloal g guo eyl sl _
duwll Wl auua dawlya s bul Ll | Jinua



https://doi.org/10.63939/JIES.2026-Vol8.N22.1
https://bit.ly/30ILy4C
https://bit.ly/48JfilW

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.ns3yvk90

Journal Index

———

of Exploratory Studies

OPEN a ACCESS

The Homeland: Reality, Aspiration, and Vision in the
Writings of Metropolitan George Khodr

Chadi EL Khoury

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Al Jinan University, Tripoli, Lebanon

ABSTRACT
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ABSTRACT

Representations have occupied a significant place in
educational and didactic research, revealing a

diversity and conflict of perspectives — a challenge ARTICLE HISTORY
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guiding and orienting them toward the ways in which
such resistance is enacted, a process that cannot be
reduced to mere prescription.
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This study aims to examine the phenomenon of school
dropout in rural Morocco by assessing the contribution of
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, The
stability and efficiency of commercial banking systems are closely linked to
macroeconomic conditions, particularly interest rate dynamics and economic
growth. In Lebanon, the financial crisis that emerged in 2019 exposed
profound structural weaknesses in a banking model characterized by
excessive sovereign debt exposure, prolonged exchange-rate rigidity, and
dependence on deposit-driven funding. These developments transformed a
sector previously regarded as financially resilient into one experiencing
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currency crises. KEYWORDS

This study develops a conceptual framework explaining the transmission
mechanisms through which credit interest rates and gross domestic product
(GDP) growth influence banking efficiency and financial stability in
Lebanon. Rather than employing econometric estimation under conditions of
distorted financial reporting and multiple exchange-rate practices, the study
adopts a descriptive analytical approach to synthesize contemporary banking
theory, macro-financial literature, and institutional evidence. The analysis
demonstrates that interest rates may enhance short-term profitability under
stable macroeconomic conditions but become destabilizing when
accompanied by declining economic activity, deteriorating sovereign
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creditworthiness, and weakening depositor confidence. Likewise, sustained
GDP growth strengthens banking performance by improving credit demand,
asset quality, and repayment capacity, whereas economic contraction
amplifies systemic banking risks.
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The paper contributes to the literature by distinguishing accounting
profitability from genuine intermediation efficiency and by extending the
sovereign-bank nexus framework to economies in which sovereign financing
dominates commercial banking activities. The findings suggest that banking-
sector recovery requires coordinated reforms involving fiscal consolidation,
sovereign debt restructuring, monetary stabilization, governance
improvements, and renewed support for productive private-sector lending.
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1. Introduction

Commercial banks perform a fundamental role within modern economies by
mobilizing savings, allocating financial resources, facilitating investment, and
supporting sustainable economic development. Their ability to perform these functions
efficiently depends not only on internal managerial decisions but also on the broader
macroeconomic environment in which they operate. Variables such as interest rates,
economic growth, inflation, and fiscal stability directly influence banks' profitability,
liquidity, asset quality, and overall resilience against financial shocks (Mishkin, 2019).

Among these macroeconomic variables, credit interest rates and GDP growth
represent two of the most influential determinants of banking performance. Lending
interest rates affect banks' net interest margins, borrowing costs, loan demand, and credit
risk, while economic growth determines household income, corporate profitability,
investment opportunities, and borrowers' repayment capacity (Adrian & Liang, 2018).
Under stable economic conditions, moderate interest rates and sustained economic
growth generally strengthen banking performance by encouraging productive lending
and reducing default risk. Conversely, prolonged economic contraction combined with
elevated borrowing costs may significantly weaken bank balance sheets through
declining credit demand, increasing non-performing loans, and deteriorating financial
confidence (Berger & Bouwman, 2017).

Extensive academic literature has examined the determinants of bank profitability,
financial intermediation, and banking stability. The classical theory of financial
intermediation emphasizes that banks create economic value by transforming liquid
deposits into productive investments while simultaneously managing liquidity and
credit risk (Diamond & Dybvig, 1983). More recent studies have expanded this
perspective by demonstrating that liquidity creation and financial stability remain
central functions of commercial banks, particularly during periods of macroeconomic
stress (Berger & Bouwman, 2017). Nevertheless, relatively few studies investigate how
interest-rate policy and economic growth interact in banking systems characterized by
exceptionally high sovereign exposure and prolonged macroeconomic instability, such
as Lebanon.

Existing empirical research generally assumes stable institutional environments,
reliable accounting standards, and transparent financial reporting. These assumptions
are difficult to sustain in the Lebanese context because the banking crisis has been
accompanied by multiple exchange-rate regimes, incomplete recognition of banking
losses, capital restrictions, and significant uncertainty regarding asset valuation (IMF,
2019; World Bank, 2021). Under such circumstances, conventional empirical models
may provide misleading estimates of banking performance, supporting the need for a
conceptual analytical framework capable of identifying the principal transmission
mechanisms linking macroeconomic variables to banking-sector outcomes.
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Accordingly, this study develops an integrated conceptual framework examining how
credit interest rates and GDP growth influence banking efficiency and financial stability
through their effects on borrowing costs, lending activity, repayment capacity, loan
quality, and depositor confidence. Attention is devoted to the moderating roles of
sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate instability, and political uncertainty.
Furthermore, the study argues that banking efficiency should not be evaluated
exclusively through accounting profitability indicators such as return on assets (ROA)
and return on equity (ROE). Sustainable banking efficiency also requires productive
financial intermediation, prudent risk management, institutional credibility, and
resilience against macroeconomic shocks (Mishkin, 2019; Berger & Bouwman, 2017).

The Lebanese experience provides a valuable opportunity to extend contemporary
banking theory because it demonstrates how apparently profitable banking systems may
accumulate systemic vulnerabilities over prolonged periods before collapsing once
macroeconomic confidence deteriorates. By integrating macroeconomic determinants,
financial intermediation theory, and the sovereign-bank nexus, this study contributes to
a broader understanding of banking resilience in emerging economies facing sovereign
debt crises and prolonged macroeconomic instability (Adrian & Liang, 2018; World
Bank, 2020).

1.1. Research gap

Three well-developed bodies of scholarship bear on the problem, and each explains
part of it. First, the empirical literature on the macroeconomic determinants of bank
performance in emerging markets establishes, with broad agreement, that output growth
improves profitability and asset quality, while the effects of inflation and interest rates
are conditional and contested (Smith et al., 2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). Second, the
theory of financial intermediation explains why deposit-funded banks are inherently
fragile: they transform liquid liabilities into illiquid assets and therefore depend on
depositor confidence, so that runs can be self-fulfilling even for solvent institutions
(Diamond & Dybvig, 1983; Berger & Bouwman, 2021). Third, the sovereign-bank
nexus literature—developed largely after the euro-area crisis—shows how bank
holdings of government debt create a feedback loop in which fiscal distress weakens
banks and bank distress weakens the sovereign (World Bank, 2021; International
Monetary Fund, 2023).

What existing work does not adequately explain is the configuration these strands
assume in Lebanon. The determinants literature treats interest rates and growth as
exogenous background conditions against which banks optimize; it has little to say about
settings in which interest rates are themselves policy instruments deployed to attract
deposits, defend a currency peg, and finance the state. The fragility literature models
runs on banks whose assets are private loans; it does not examine systems in which the
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run, the sovereign default, and the currency collapse are three faces of a single balance
sheet. The nexus literature, for its part, typically studies economies where sovereign
exposure is one portfolio choice among many; it has not fully theorized cases in which
sovereign financing is the business model, so that the nexus is constitutive rather than
incidental. Finally, most studies take profitability as a sufficient proxy for efficiency,
leaving unexplained how a banking sector can appear efficient for two decades while
accumulating the conditions of its own instability.

Lebanon is therefore a theoretically strategic case rather than merely a dramatic one.
It presents extreme values on every variable of interest—interest rates far above regional
norms, prolonged stagnation followed by one of the sharpest peacetime contractions on
record, sovereign exposure that dominated bank assets, and a simultaneous triple crisis
of state, currency, and banks (World Bank, 2020). Extreme cases of this kind expose
transmission mechanisms that remain muted, and therefore hard to observe, in more
moderate environments. Studying Lebanon consequently does more than document a
national tragedy; it stress-tests the boundary conditions of banking and macro-financial
theory.

1.2. Contribution and structure

The article makes three contributions. Conceptually, it constructs an integrative
framework that links credit interest rates and GDP growth to banking efficiency and
banking stability through explicit transmission mechanisms—borrowing cost, credit
demand, loan quality, net interest margins, and repayment capacity—while modeling
sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate rigidity, and political instability as moderating
conditions. Theoretically, it distinguishes accounting efficiency from intermediation
efficiency and shows that the two can diverge for a sustained period, a distinction that
reframes how the sovereign-bank nexus should be read in state-financing banking
systems. Analytically, it converts the Lebanese experience into a set of propositions that
specify when interest rates support and when they undermine banking outcomes,
providing a structured agenda for subsequent empirical testing once reliable post-crisis
data become available.

The argument proceeds as follows. Section 2 states the research problem, questions,
and objectives, and Section 3 establishes significance and scope. Section 4 justifies the
descriptive-analytical methodology. Section 5 reconstructs the historical and
macroeconomic background analytically rather than chronologically. Section 6
synthesizes the literature around three unresolved debates, and Section 7 presents the
conceptual framework and propositions. Section 8 analyzes the transmission
mechanisms in the Lebanese setting, Section 9 states the findings, Section 10 derives
policy implications, Section 11 acknowledges limitations, and Section 12 concludes.
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2. Research Problem, Questions, and Objectives

The research problem arises from the need to explain how macroeconomic
deterioration destabilizes a banking sector that was deeply implicated in financing public
debt and sustaining the monetary regime. Before the crisis, high interest rates served to
attract deposits, defend the currency peg, and preserve confidence. The same rates,
however, raised borrowing costs for the private sector and drew banks toward high-yield
sovereign and central-bank exposure rather than diversified productive lending. As
growth weakened and public debt expanded, the foundations of banking profitability
grew correspondingly fragile: income depended on the solvency of a state whose
solvency depended on continued bank financing.

After 2019, the interaction between rates and growth turned openly destructive.
Economic contraction reduced borrowers' repayment capacity and demand for credit;
informal capital controls and deposit restrictions corroded confidence; the sovereign
default of March 2020 and the collapse of the pound saturated balance sheets with
valuation uncertainty. In such an environment, the efficiency and stability of commercial
banks cannot be evaluated apart from the macro-financial structure in which they were
embedded.

Because the article is conceptual, its questions concern mechanisms rather than
coefficients. The central question is: through what mechanisms, and under what macro-
financial conditions, do credit interest rates and GDP growth shape the efficiency and
stability of commercial banks in Lebanon? Four subsidiary questions follow. First,
through which channels do credit interest rates affect profitability, lending efficiency,
and asset quality? Second, how do growth and contraction transmit to loan demand,
repayment capacity, and stability? Third, how do sovereign debt, inflation, and political
instability condition—amplify or attenuate—these relationships? Fourth, what does the
resulting framework imply for the design and sequencing of reform?

Accordingly, the study pursues six objectives:

1. examine the mechanisms through which credit interest rates affect the
operational efficiency and profitability of Lebanese commercial banks;

2. evaluate how credit interest rates bear on banking-sector stability, particularly
via loan quality, liquidity, and default risk;

3. analyze how GDP growth and contraction transmit to performance indicators
such as return on assets, return on equity, lending activity, and asset quality;

4. explain how sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate instability, and political
uncertainty intensify banking-sector vulnerabilities;

5. construct a conceptual framework, with testable propositions, linking macro-
financial variables to banking efficiency and stability in the Lebanese case;
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6. derive policy recommendations that situate banking recovery within a broader
macroeconomic reform framework.

3. Significance and Scope of the Study

The significance of the research is academic, policy-oriented, and practical.
Academically, it contributes to the literature on the macroeconomic determinants of
banking performance in emerging and crisis-affected economies. International research
generally finds that economic growth improves bank profitability and asset quality,
while high inflation, unstable interest rates, and sovereign-risk exposure weaken
stability (Smith et al., 2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). The Lebanese case sharpens this
literature because the sector's exposure to sovereign debt and monetary operations made
the relationship between macro-financial variables and banking outcomes unusually
direct—and because the collapse demonstrates that these relationships can invert:
variables that appear performance-enhancing in normal samples became destabilizing
once the underlying model lost credibility.

From a policy perspective, the analysis matters because the banking collapse has
affected savings, investment, credit, public trust, and the state's capacity to finance
recovery. Losses were not confined to bank shareholders; they fell on depositors, firms,
and workers, and they continue to constrain reconstruction. Understanding the macro-
financial drivers of banking instability is therefore a precondition for designing reforms
that address structural sources of fragility rather than their symptoms. For bank
managers and financial stakeholders, the analysis exposes the limits of strategies built
mainly on wide interest margins and sovereign exposure: profitability recorded during
periods of financial expansion can be deeply misleading when it rests on weak
macroeconomic foundations.

The scope is limited to commercial banks operating in Lebanon. The analytical period
extends from the post-war reconstruction phase of the early 1990s to the crisis that
became explicit after 2019 and the sovereign default of 2020. Credit interest rates and
GDP growth serve as the principal independent variables; sovereign debt, inflation,
political instability, and exchange-rate conditions are treated as moderating or contextual
variables; and the dependent variables are banking efficiency and banking stability,
understood through indicators such as ROA, ROE, lending efficiency, liquidity, asset
quality, capital resilience, and depositor confidence.

4. Methodology and Analytical Approach

4.1. Rationale for a conceptual, descriptive-analytical design

A descriptive-analytical methodology is adopted deliberately, not by default. Three
considerations justify the choice. First, the object of inquiry is a set of transmission
mechanisms—how interest rates and growth propagate through bank balance sheets and
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behavior—rather than the magnitude of average effects; mechanism identification is a
task for theoretical synthesis before it is a task for estimation. Second, the Lebanese
measurement environment is presently unsuitable for credible econometrics: the
coexistence of multiple exchange rates, incomplete loss recognition, frozen deposits,
and inflation-distorted financial statements means that any regression on post-2019
balance-sheet data would rest on valuations that banks, regulators, and auditors
themselves have not agreed upon. Running such models would create an appearance of
precision that the underlying data cannot support. Third, conceptual papers perform a
distinct scholarly function: they organize fragmented findings, resolve or sharpen
theoretical disagreements, and generate propositions that discipline subsequent
empirical work. The present article is offered in that spirit, and no claim to new
econometric testing is made.

4.2. Selection and treatment of literature

The literature was assembled from four bodies of work chosen for their bearing on
the framework's components: (i) the theory of financial intermediation and bank
fragility, which grounds the dependent variables; (ii) monetary and interest-rate theory,
which grounds the first independent variable; (iii) empirical research on the
macroeconomic determinants of bank performance in emerging markets, which grounds
the second; and (iv) the sovereign-risk and financial-stability literature, which grounds
the moderating variables. These are complemented by institutional and documentary
sources—reports of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, Banque du Liban,
the Bank for International Settlements, and the Association of Banks in Lebanon—
together with Lebanese academic scholarship, which supply the case evidence. Sources
were selected for direct relevance to the variables under study, for coverage of crisis-
affected and emerging economies, and for their standing in the respective debates; the
review is integrative rather than systematic, and no claim of exhaustive coverage is
made.

4.3. Case selection: why Lebanon

Within case-based reasoning, Lebanon functions as an extreme and revelatory case.
The variables of interest take values rarely observed together—deposit rates far above
international benchmarks, sovereign and central-bank claims dominating bank assets, a
two-decade currency peg, and a contraction the World Bank ranked among the most
severe globally since the mid-nineteenth century (World Bank, 2020). Extreme cases are
analytically valuable precisely because they magnify mechanisms that operate weakly
elsewhere: the conditionality of interest-rate effects, the divergence of accounting
profitability from intermediation efficiency, and the transformation of the sovereign-
bank nexus from a portfolio linkage into a systemic architecture. Findings from such a
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case do not generalize statistically, but they generalize theoretically, by specifying
conditions under which established relationships hold, weaken, or invert.

4.4. Analytical procedure

The analysis proceeds through mechanism-based reasoning conducted in three
iterative steps. The descriptive step reconstructs the defining features of the Lebanese
banking model—the peg, deposit-based financing, public-debt exposure, and the
sequence of shocks—so that the institutional preconditions of each mechanism are
explicit. The analytical step traces, for each independent variable, the channel through
which it reaches each dependent variable (margins, loan demand, default risk, liquidity,
asset quality, solvency expectations, and confidence), specifying the macro-financial
conditions under which the channel's sign changes. The synthetic step integrates these
channel-level results into a single framework and expresses them as propositions.
Throughout, the argument moves back and forth between theory and Lebanese evidence:
theory identifies candidate mechanisms; the case shows which mechanisms dominated,
when, and why.

Banking efficiency is treated as the ability of banks to transform resources into
profitable and productive financial services with limited waste and acceptable risk;
banking stability as the ability to remain solvent, liquid, trusted, and resilient under
macroeconomic stress. Table 1 summarizes the operational meaning of the variables.

Table 1. Operational definition of the variables

Variable type Variable Operational meaning in this study
Dependent Banking efficiency ROA, ROE, lending efficiency, cost management, and
productive credit allocation.
Dependent Banking stability Liquidity, asset quality, capital resilience, depositor
confidence, and systemic-risk resistance.
Independent Credit interest rates Rates charged on loans and credit products, including
the spread between lending and deposit rates.
Independent GDP growth rate Annual expansion or contraction of economic activity
affecting credit demand and repayment capacity.
Moderating / Sovereign debt Government debt burden and bank exposure to public-
contextual sector and central-bank risk.
Moderating / Inflation, exchange-rate Macroeconomic and institutional conditions affecting
contextual conditions, political confidence, real values, and financial decisions.
stability

5. Historical and Macroeconomic Background of the Lebanese
Banking Sector

The modern Lebanese banking sector developed within a post-war economic model
that depended on services, remittances, real-estate activity, foreign-currency inflows,
and confidence in the banking system. Commercial banks became major holders of
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public debt and central participants in monetary stabilization. The fixed exchange rate
introduced in the late 1990s suppressed currency volatility and sustained confidence for
a period, but it committed the system to a permanent requirement: continuous foreign-
currency inflows, obtainable only so long as depositors believed in the peg and in the
banks that defended it (Banque du Liban, 2022; International Monetary Fund, 2019).
The background that follows is therefore read analytically—each episode is treated as
evidence about how the model's dependence on confidence, inflows, and sovereign
financing evolved—rather than as chronology for its own sake.

5.1. Key macroeconomic turning points

Post-war reconstruction expanded the demand for financing and allowed banks to
grow their deposit base, but it also welded financial expansion to public borrowing: the
sector's growth and the state's indebtedness were two entries in the same ledger. The
1997 peg reduced exchange-rate risk and encouraged dollar inflows, yet its stabilizing
effect was purchased with interest rates high enough to keep those inflows coming—an
early sign that rates in Lebanon priced confidence rather than credit risk alone. The Paris
donor conferences bought time without altering the structural imbalance between public
spending, debt servicing, and productive growth; in the framework's terms, they
replenished the confidence variable while leaving the transmission mechanisms
untouched.

The assassination of Prime Minister Rafik Hariri in 2005, the 2006 war, and the
regional instability that followed 2011 weakened tourism, investment, and trade,
lowering growth and raising risk in the commerce, construction, and services sectors on
which loan portfolios depended. The 2008 global financial crisis, often cited as proof of
Lebanese exceptionalism because local banks escaped largely unscathed, is better
interpreted the other way around: apparent resilience reflected limited exposure to
international toxic assets combined with deepening reliance on domestic sovereign and
central-bank instruments. The sector avoided imported fragility by accumulating home-
grown fragility—a substitution that flattered short-run indicators while concentrating
risk on a single obligor, the Lebanese state.

The CEDRE conference of 2018 offered conditional confidence—international
support in exchange for reform—and the widening gap between promised and delivered
reform converted that offer into a credibility test the state visibly failed. The October
2019 uprising then exposed the accumulated social, fiscal, and institutional tensions
inside the model. Bank closures, withdrawal limits, and informal capital controls
transformed a macroeconomic crisis into a rupture of the depositor-bank relationship,
and the sovereign default of March 2020 confirmed that the state, the central bank, and
the commercial banks constituted a single loss-distribution problem. Read together,
these turning points establish the premise on which the rest of the analysis builds: in
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Lebanon, interest rates were not merely market prices but instruments for retaining
deposits, defending the currency regime, and financing the state, while GDP growth was
not merely an output statistic but the real economy's capacity to sustain credit,
repayment, and confidence. The simultaneous weakening of both variables therefore
struck banks through several channels at once.

5.2. Current macroeconomic constraints

The present situation is constrained by the absence of full loss recognition, persistent
legal uncertainty, weak credit activity, and incomplete normalization of monetary
conditions. The coexistence of multiple exchange-rate practices during the crisis created
accounting distortions and complicated the valuation of assets and liabilities—an
especially serious problem in a highly dollarized system, where nominal values can
mislead entirely depending on the conversion rate assumed. This constraint matters
analytically as well as practically: it is one reason the article's methodology is conceptual
rather than econometric.

A second constraint is the weakness of the productive economy. Even a technically
restructured banking sector would remain inefficient in the substantive sense if firms
cannot invest, households cannot save, and sectors cannot generate stable cash flows.
Banking reform must therefore connect to a development strategy for productive sectors,
exports, employment, and formal financial activity; otherwise banks may resume
balance-sheet activity without recovering their intermediation function—repeating, in
miniature, the pre-crisis divergence between accounting performance and economic
contribution.

The third constraint is confidence itself. Depositors, investors, and borrowers require
credible rules before they return to normal banking relationships, and credibility cannot
be declared; it must be built through enforceable legal frameworks, transparent
treatment of deposits, credible supervision, and predictable monetary policy. The crisis
damaged trust at the level of daily banking practice, and restoring that trust is as
important as repairing capital ratios, because banks operate on confidence before they
operate on accounting figures.

6. Theoretical Framework and Literature Review

Rather than surveying contributions author by author, this section organizes the
literature into four strands, identifies where they agree and where they conflict, and
isolates three unresolved debates that the Lebanese case speaks to directly.

6.1. Financial intermediation and bank fragility

The foundational strand explains commercial banks as intermediaries that collect
deposits and allocate credit, contributing to development when they transform savings
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into productive investment while managing risk. The same maturity transformation that
makes banks useful makes them fragile: because liquid liabilities fund illiquid assets,
banks depend on depositor confidence, and a run can be self-fulfilling even against an
institution that is fundamentally solvent (Diamond & Dybvig, 1983). Subsequent work
extends this insight to liquidity creation as the core banking output and links it to
monetary policy and crisis dynamics (Berger & Bouwman, 2021). Two implications
matter here. First, stability is partly a property of beliefs, not only of balance sheets,
which is why the analysis treats confidence as an outcome variable rather than an
assumption. Second, the theory was developed for banks whose assets are private loans;
how fragility operates when the dominant asset is a claim on the sovereign—so that the
run, the default, and the currency crisis share one balance sheet—remains
undertheorized. That is the configuration Lebanon presents.

6.2. Interest rates: the income view versus the risk view

On the effects of lending rates, the literature divides into two positions that are often
left implicit. The income view holds that higher credit rates widen net interest margins
and strengthen profitability, provided funding costs lag and borrowers keep repaying; it
underlies much of the determinants literature and, in practice, underpinned the Lebanese
strategy of attracting deposits with high yields. The risk view, rooted in monetary theory
and in analyses of financial conditions, replies that when rates are high because of
inflation, sovereign risk, or eroding confidence, they compress credit demand, raise
default probabilities, and induce adverse selection among borrowers, so that the
marginal loan is made to the borrower least able to repay (Mishkin, 2019; Adrian &
Liang, 2023). The two views are not contradictory so much as conditional on the macro-
financial regime: the income effect dominates while growth and confidence hold; the
risk effect dominates once they do not. Where exactly the regime switches, and what
governs the switch, is the first unresolved debate—and the Lebanese trajectory, in which
an income-generating rate structure became a solvency-destroying one within months,
offers unusually sharp evidence on it.

6.3. Growth and the macroeconomic determinants of bank performance

The empirical determinants literature yields its strongest consensus on output: GDP
growth is positively associated with profitability, asset quality, and stability, because
expansion strengthens borrower cash flows, credit demand, and repayment (Smith et al.,
2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). Disagreement concentrates on the nominal variables—
inflation and interest rates—whose estimated effects vary in sign and size across
samples, suggesting that their impact is mediated by institutional context rather than
uniform. A further limitation cuts deeper: this literature almost universally measures
performance through profitability ratios, implicitly equating profitability with
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efficiency. Whether that equation holds is the second unresolved debate. A bank can
report strong ROA while allocating credit away from production and toward a fragile
sovereign; the reported efficiency is then an accounting artifact. Pre-crisis Lebanon is
close to a limiting case of this divergence, which is why the framework below carries
efficiency and stability as distinct dependent variables and distinguishes accounting
efficiency from intermediation efficiency.

6.4. The sovereign-bank nexus, institutions, and the Lebanese scholarship

The financial-stability strand emphasizes that banking stability depends on systemic
conditions—sovereign debt, monetary credibility, institutional quality—beyond
individual bank management. Where banks hold large public-debt portfolios, sovereign
and banking risk intertwine: fiscal deterioration damages bank assets, while bank
weakness restricts credit and undermines recovery (World Bank, 2021; International
Monetary Fund, 2023). Macroeconomic-policy scholarship after the global financial
crisis reinforces the point that stabilization frameworks neglecting financial structure
invite instability (Blanchard & Summers, 2020), and institutional economics adds that
the quality of governance determines whether crises are resolved or perpetuated
(Acemoglu & Robinson, 2021). Lebanese scholarship supplies the case-specific
mechanics: the political economy of public debt and the post-war monetary model
(Chaaban, 2018; Dagher, 2018), banking pricing behavior and efficiency (Zaarour, El-
Khoury, & Moussawi, 2017), the sector's entanglement with public finance (Salti &
Chaaban, 2021, 2022), and its resilience—or apparent resilience—through political
shocks (Abou Zahr, Haddad, & Nassar, 2021). The third unresolved debate lives in this
strand: the direction of causality within the nexus. Euro-area accounts typically run from
weak banks to weak sovereigns or vice versa; the Lebanese literature suggests instead a
co-constituted structure in which state, central bank, and commercial banks financed
one another by design, making the question of which side infected the other partly
misconceived.

6.5. Synthesis and the position of this article

Across the four strands, three points command agreement: growth improves banking
performance; high and volatile rates can flatter income while corroding asset quality;
and macro-financial effects on banks are mediated by institutions, sovereign exposure,
and confidence. Three questions remain open: where the interest-rate regime switch
occurs, whether profitability can proxy efficiency, and how the sovereign-bank nexus
behaves when it is constitutive rather than incidental. The present article positions itself
at the intersection of these open questions. It takes the mechanisms identified separately
by each strand, integrates them into one framework, and uses the Lebanese case to
specify the conditions under which the consensus relationships invert. In doing so it
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treats the case not as an application of existing theory but as a source of theoretical
refinement.

7. Conceptual Framework and Propositions

The framework, presented in Figure 1, links the two independent variables to the two
dependent variables through five transmission mechanisms, with four moderating
conditions acting on the transmission layer. Credit interest rates enter through the cost
of credit, loan demand, interest margins, and borrowers' debt-service burden; GDP
growth enters through household income, business revenue, investment demand, and
repayment capacity. Neither variable operates in isolation: sovereign debt exposure,
inflation and currency depreciation, political instability, and the credibility of the
exchange-rate regime determine whether a given rate level or growth rate stabilizes or
destabilizes the system. A feedback channel closes the loop, since credit conditions in
turn influence growth and confidence.

Independent variables (macro-financial conditions)
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Figure 1. Conceptual framework: macro-financial transmission to banking efficiency and
stability. Solid arrows denote direct transmission; dashed arrows denote moderating effects; the
dotted loop denotes feedback from banking outcomes to growth and confidence
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Reading the figure from top to bottom: in a benign regime, moderate lending rates
generate interest income and discipline credit allocation, while growth expands the pool
of viable borrowers—both dependent variables improve together. The framework's
central claim is that the moderating layer can reverse the signs. When rates are high
because they compensate for sovereign risk, inflation, or confidence loss—rather than
pricing productive credit—the income effect is progressively offset by falling demand,
rising defaults, and a reallocation of bank assets toward the sovereign. When growth
turns to contraction, the same mechanisms operate in reverse and reinforce one another:
weaker repayment capacity degrades loan quality, degraded loan quality restricts credit,
and restricted credit deepens the contraction. In Lebanon, high interest rates served
deposit attraction, exchange-rate defense, and sovereign financing rather than
productive allocation, which is precisely the configuration in which the framework
predicts efficiency and stability will first diverge and then jointly collapse.

Because the design is conceptual, the framework is expressed as propositions rather
than statistical hypotheses. Each proposition specifies a mechanism and its conditioning
environment, and each is falsifiable in principle once reliable data permit testing:

e P1. The effect of credit interest rates on banking efficiency is conditional: higher
rates raise nominal profitability in the short run, but they reduce intermediation
efficiency when they reflect macroeconomic risk and confidence premia rather
than the pricing of productive credit.

e P2. High and volatile credit interest rates undermine banking stability when they
coincide with weak growth and heavy sovereign exposure, because default and
confidence effects come to dominate margin effects.

e P3. GDP growth is positively associated with both banking efficiency and banking
stability through credit demand, repayment capacity, and collateral values;
contraction reverses these channels and can convert ordinary credit risk into
systemic risk.

e P4. Sovereign debt exposure, inflation, currency depreciation, and political
instability moderate the relationships in P1-P3, amplifying the destabilizing effects
of high rates and weak growth.

o PS. Where banks, the state, and the central bank are jointly exposed, banking
recovery requires coordinated banking, fiscal, monetary, legal, and institutional
reform; bank-level measures alone cannot restore either efficiency or stability.

8. Analysis and Discussion
8.1. Credit interest rates and banking efficiency

Credit interest rates reach banking efficiency through profitability, operating
behavior, loan demand, and asset allocation. In the short run, higher lending rates can
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raise net interest income and support ROA and ROE, particularly where deposits are
attracted at lower cost and lent at wider margins. In Lebanon, however, the high-rate
environment was inseparable from macroeconomic risk and from the imperative of
attracting foreign-currency deposits. The income generated under that model was fragile
by construction: it depended on continued confidence and inflows rather than on a broad
base of productive credit. This is the first sense in which P1's conditionality bites—the
same rate structure that produced income also produced dependence.

High rates simultaneously priced much of the private sector out of credit. Firms facing
prohibitive borrowing costs postponed investment or turned to informal finance;
households avoided consumption loans or carried debt-service burdens their incomes
could not sustain. As demand for viable loans contracted, banks became progressively
less able to perform their intermediation function even while their income statements
improved—apparent profitability with declining productive efficiency. Sovereign
exposure reinforced the drift: government and central-bank instruments offered yields
no private borrower could match, so the rational bank-level response was to shrink the
developmental side of the balance sheet. The efficiency that resulted was therefore
narrow, accounting-based, and structurally hostage to sovereign solvency, which is why
the framework insists on distinguishing accounting efficiency from intermediation
efficiency rather than treating profitability as a sufficient statistic.

8.2. Credit interest rates and banking stability

The stability effect of credit rates is dual, exactly as the income-risk debate in Section
6.2 anticipates. Moderate, well-calibrated rates support risk pricing and preserve
income. Excessively high or volatile rates raise borrowers' debt-service burdens,
suppress demand, and increase default probability—and in a shrinking economy
borrowers fail not because loans were badly underwritten but because income, revenue,
and purchasing power have collapsed around them. Default risk migrates from the
underwriting decision to the macroeconomic regime, beyond any individual bank's
control.

Lebanon traces the full arc of this duality. For years, high rates preserved confidence
in deposits and in the peg; once confidence cracked, the identical instrument became
destabilizing, because the yields on offer now signaled distress rather than reward.
Deposit restrictions, currency depreciation, and sovereign default then destroyed
expectations about liquidity and solvency, and no feasible rate could re-attract funding
whose withdrawal was driven by fear of confiscation rather than by return comparisons.
The episode also exposes the institutional face of stability: banks operate on trust that
deposits are accessible and legally protected. Informal capital controls after 2019—
applied without statutory basis and unevenly across depositors—may have slowed
liquidity outflows, but they converted a liquidity problem into a legitimacy problem.
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Stability, the case shows, is not only a balance-sheet property; it is a legal and social
relationship that, once broken, technical solvency measures alone cannot repair.

8.3. GDP growth and banking efficiency

Growth underwrites banking efficiency by expanding the real economy from which
sustainable bank income must ultimately derive. When output grows, firms demand
financing for production, trade, and investment; households earn and repay; banks can
expand lending while holding asset quality. Profitability earned in such an environment
reflects intermediation rather than sovereign dependence—the benign configuration of
the framework in which the two faces of efficiency coincide.

Lebanon's growth model foreclosed that configuration. Activity depended on capital
inflows, real estate, services, remittances, and confidence-sensitive sectors, so the
productive base was too narrow to supply banks with a deep population of creditworthy
borrowers even before the crisis. Efficiency in the substantive sense was therefore
constrained from the asset side: banks could not lend productively at scale to an
economy that generated few productive projects, which made the sovereign's yields
doubly attractive and deepened the allocation bias described in 8.1. The post-2019
contraction then removed both the demand side and the repayment side of banking
simultaneously—firms lost sales, households lost purchasing power, investment
collapsed—confirming the framework's feedback channel: banking recovery is
impossible without economic recovery, and the converse holds as well.

8.4. GDP growth and banking stability

Growth stabilizes banking through the same channels by which it enhances efficiency,
plus one more: the fiscal channel. Expansion improves borrower income and collateral
values, reducing non-performing loans; it also strengthens government revenue, easing
sovereign risk and thereby the value of banks' sovereign claims. Contraction reverses
every term at once—repayment capacity, collateral, state revenue, and confidence—
which is why the Lebanese collapse propagated so fast. Falling GDP degraded private
loan books and sovereign exposures simultaneously, producing the feedback loop the
framework highlights: weak growth damages banks, weak banks restrict credit, and
restricted credit deepens the slump.

The loop carries a direct design implication. Recapitalizing banks without restoring
productive sectors leaves the system fragile, because the new capital would sit against
the same narrow asset base; stimulating growth without functioning banks starves
recovery of credit. Reform must therefore operate on both sides of the loop, reconnecting
banking with productive investment, small and medium enterprises, exports, and
employment—an implication developed in Section 10.
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8.5. Sovereign debt, inflation, and political instability

Sovereign debt is the pivotal moderating variable. Because commercial banks were
deeply exposed to the state and the central bank, fiscal deterioration translated directly
into balance-sheet deterioration; the state depended on banks for financing, and banks
depended on the state and central bank for returns. This is the co-constituted nexus
identified in Section 6.4: not a linkage between two separable sectors but a single
financing architecture. Once sovereign debt became unsustainable, the question was
never whether banks would be affected but only how losses would be distributed among
the state, the central bank, bank shareholders, and depositors—a distributional question
that remains politically unresolved and that explains much of the reform paralysis.

Inflation and currency depreciation acted as epistemic as well as economic
moderators. Beyond eroding purchasing power, they corrupted the information system
on which banking depends: multiple exchange rates and dollarized deposits made
financial statements ambiguous, asset valuations contestable, and indicator comparisons
unreliable, so that even well-intentioned supervision lacked a stable factual basis.
Political instability then multiplied every weakness. Reforms stalled, legal frameworks
remained uncertain, and depositors had no assurance that losses would be allocated
transparently; international institutions, for their part, conditioned support on
commitments the political system could not credibly make. Instability thus operated not
as one more shock but as a discount factor applied to all proposed remedies, degrading
the expected value of every technical measure before implementation.

8.6. Integrated discussion: the transmission mechanisms and the theory
they test

Assembling the channels yields a clear division between direct and indirect
mechanisms. The direct mechanism of interest rates runs through margins and loan
pricing: higher rates earn more per loan while repayment continues. The indirect
mechanism runs through borrower selection and allocation: high rates shrink the
population of viable borrowers, raise debt-service pressure, and pull lending away from
production. In a crisis economy the indirect mechanism dominates the direct one—this
is the regime switch that Section 6.2 identified as the literature's first open question, and
the Lebanese sequence dates it precisely: the switch occurred when rates stopped
compensating depositors for time and began compensating them for fear.

Growth operates more diffusely, conditioning the entire environment—firm revenue,
household wages, state revenue, and, critically, expectations. When firms expect growth,
they borrow and invest; when households expect stability, they deposit; when the state
expects revenue, sovereign risk recedes. Expectations are the connective tissue between
the framework's layers, which is why Diamond and Dybvig's (1983) insight that stability
rests on beliefs extends here beyond the classic run: in Lebanon the run was rational,
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because the assets backing deposits were claims on an insolvent sovereign, so no
equilibrium of pure confidence remained available. The case thus both confirms bank-
fragility theory and marks its boundary—confidence sustains banking only while the
underlying asset structure can bear it.

During the crisis, the two variables interacted multiplicatively rather than additively.
High rates lost their confidence-preserving power because weak growth had hollowed
out the economy's capacity to carry debt; weak growth made sovereign debt
unsustainable, which struck the banks holding it; the resulting bank distress restricted
credit and deepened the contraction. No single-variable account survives this evidence,
and neither does any single-instrument reform: recapitalization without sovereign
clarity, monetary stabilization without fiscal reform, or growth policy without
functioning banks each fails on the same systemic logic. The correct interpretation—
and the paper's core analytical claim—is that the banking sector cannot be stabilized
unless the macro-financial and institutional structure around it is stabilized.

8.7. Banking efficiency versus banking stability

The distinction between efficiency and stability, introduced conceptually in Section
6.3, now acquires its full analytical weight. Efficiency concerns how well banks convert
resources into income, credit, and economic support; stability concerns whether they
remain liquid, solvent, trusted, and resilient under stress. The Lebanese model
demonstrates that a sector can score well on the first, narrowly measured, while silently
failing the second: before 2019, banks reported profits and nominal liquidity, attracted
deposits, and expanded balance sheets on sovereign and central-bank yields, yet each
unit of that apparent efficiency added exposure to a deteriorating obligor. Accounting
profitability and systemic fragility rose together—the decoupling the framework
predicts when the moderating layer turns adverse.

The theoretical consequence is that profitability-based performance measurement,
standard in the determinants literature, is not merely incomplete for state-financing
banking systems; it is directionally misleading, because the activities that maximize
measured efficiency are the same activities that manufacture instability. Stability
requires diversified assets, credible regulation, bounded sovereign exposure, adequate
liquidity, and legally protected deposits—conditions invisible in ROA. The practical
consequence follows for reform: a restructured sector must not aim simply to reopen
services and restore nominal profits, but to rebuild intermediation capacity, protect
depositors, and cap sovereign dependence, combining efficiency with stability rather
than purchasing one at the price of the other.
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9. Findings
The analysis supports six findings. Each is stated with its interpretation, its theoretical
implication, and its specific relevance for Lebanon.

Finding 1 — Interest-rate effects on efficiency are regime-dependent. Result:
credit interest rates raise nominal profitability in the short run but weaken intermediation
efficiency when they suppress loan demand, inflate debt-service burdens, and pull assets
toward the sovereign. Interpretation: the income and risk views of lending rates are both
correct, each within its regime; the moderating environment determines which
dominates. Theoretical implication: interest-rate coefficients in determinants studies
should be modeled as conditional on sovereign exposure and confidence, not as
structural constants. Relevance for Lebanon: the high-rate strategy that built the sector's
income base was simultaneously dismantling its intermediation base (supports P1).

Finding 2 — High rates destabilize under weak growth and high sovereign
exposure. Result: in a low-growth, high-debt environment, elevated rates raise default
risk, degrade asset quality, and erode confidence, and their stabilizing function
disappears once the macro model loses credibility. Interpretation: rates defend stability
only while they price time rather than fear. Theoretical implication: the regime switch
between the income and risk effects is endogenous to sovereign credibility—an addition
to the financial-conditions literature. Relevance for Lebanon: no feasible rate could halt
withdrawals after 2019 because the motive for withdrawal was expropriation risk, not
yield (supports P2).

Finding 3 — Growth is the binding constraint on both banking outcomes. Result:
GDP growth improves credit demand, repayment capacity, profitability, asset quality,
and depositor confidence; contraction reverses all of these and is most dangerous where
sovereign exposure is already high. Interpretation: the consensus growth finding of the
determinants literature survives the Lebanese stress test, and gains force from it.
Theoretical implication: growth belongs in stability models not only as a covariate but
as the variable that activates or deactivates the other channels. Relevance for Lebanon:
banking recovery is unattainable without economic recovery, and vice versa (supports
P3).

Finding 4 — The sovereign-bank nexus in Lebanon was constitutive, not
incidental. Result: bank exposure to public debt and central-bank operations made
banking stability a direct function of state solvency and monetary credibility.
Interpretation: state, central bank, and banks formed one financing architecture, so the
euro-area question of which sector infected the other is partly misconceived here.
Theoretical implication: nexus models should distinguish portfolio-linkage systems
from state-financing systems, whose crisis dynamics and resolution requirements differ.
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Relevance for Lebanon: loss allocation among the three balance sheets is the
unavoidable core of any reform (supports P4 and P5).

Finding 5 — Inflation, depreciation, and multiple exchange rates destroyed the
information basis of banking. Result: nominal indicators lost comparability, valuations
became contestable, and the trust relationship between banks and depositors deteriorated
further. Interpretation: these moderators act epistemically—they degrade the
measurement system itself—mnot only economically. Theoretical implication: financial-
stability analysis should treat indicator reliability as endogenous to the crisis, a point
with direct methodological consequences for empirical work on crisis economies.
Relevance for Lebanon: transparent loss recognition is a precondition for any credible
restructuring (supports P4).

Finding 6 — Political instability functions as a multiplier on all other risks.
Result: delayed reform, legal uncertainty, and unallocated losses magnified every
economic weakness and reduced the credibility of every technical remedy.
Interpretation: institutional trust is a production input for reform, not a by-product of it.
Theoretical implication: institutional quality enters the framework as a moderator of
policy effectiveness, consistent with the institutional-economics strand. Relevance for
Lebanon: banking reform cannot be separated from fiscal reform, debt restructuring,
monetary stabilization, depositor protection, and governance (supports P5).

10. Policy Implications and Recommendations

The findings imply that Lebanon requires a comprehensive macro-financial reform
strategy rather than isolated bank-level corrections. Banking restructuring cannot
succeed while sovereign debt remains unresolved; monetary stabilization cannot be
credible while fiscal policy generates unsustainable deficits; depositor protection cannot
be meaningful without transparent loss recognition and a legal framework that allocates
losses fairly and predictably. Each implication follows directly from the propositions:
because the crisis mechanisms are interlocking (P4, PS5), the remedies must be
sequenced and interlocking as well.

10.1. Reform sequencing

Sequence matters because a fragmented process generates fresh uncertainty: bank
restructuring without sovereign-debt restructuring leaves balance sheets indeterminate;
monetary stabilization without fiscal reform remains exposed to renewed pressure;
depositor protection without loss recognition creates promises that cannot be honored.
A realistic sequence begins with transparent diagnosis—the size of losses, the condition
of bank balance sheets, the state's repayment capacity, and the central bank's obligations
must be established and disclosed. This stage is political and legal as much as technical,
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because it defines the basis for burden sharing; it should be public enough to restore
confidence and detailed enough to guide bank-by-bank decisions.

The second stage is legal and institutional: capital controls, bank resolution, depositor
treatment, and governance standards must be placed within a clear statutory framework
that defines rights, priorities, restrictions, appeal mechanisms, and responsibilities, and
that ends unequal treatment among depositors. The third stage is financial: banks are
recapitalized, merged, resolved, or restructured according to viability, with viable
institutions held to stronger governance and disclosure standards and non-viable ones
resolved rather than preserved through opaque measures that shift risk to depositors or
taxpayers. The final stage is developmental: once stabilized, banks are steered toward
financing productive sectors under upgraded risk-management standards.

10.2. Governance and institutional credibility

Governance is not an adjunct to banking reform; it is the condition of its success. The
crisis destroyed trust in part because depositors did not receive clear, equal, legally
grounded treatment, and investors could not rely on financial statements, regulation, or
judicial decisions. Rebuilding credibility requires transparent disclosure of exposures,
related-party transactions, risk concentration, and provisioning; credible supervision
with enforcement; and supervisory limits that prevent banks from reconstituting the very
sovereign concentration that produced the collapse—supported by stress testing,
realistic valuation, and conservative liquidity and capital reporting. It also requires a fair
depositor framework that distinguishes small savers, household savings, commercial
operating accounts, and large sophisticated accounts, avoids arbitrary treatment, and
communicates a credible recovery timeline. Such clarity does not eliminate losses, but
it converts them from an open-ended threat into a bounded, rule-governed process—the
difference on which the return of trust depends.

10.3. Reorientation toward productive intermediation

A central lesson of the case is that a banking sector can be large without being
developmentally efficient. Balance-sheet expansion built on sovereign financing and
deposit attraction does not constitute intermediation. Restoring the developmental role
requires banks to evaluate firms, finance investment and working capital, and allocate
credit toward activities that raise output, exports, employment, and innovation—
gradually, after stabilization, and with stronger rather than looser risk management:
sectoral credit policies, sound collateral evaluation, realistic foreign-exchange risk
assessment, and SME lending confined to viable business conditions. Public policy can
support the shift through the business environment, credit-information systems, and
contract enforcement. The relationship between banking recovery and growth is circular
but can be made constructively so: reform should break the negative cycle of weak banks
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and weak growth and replace it with a positive cycle of trust, credit, investment, and
output.

These priorities translate into eight recommendations:

1. Adopt a comprehensive banking restructuring plan that recognizes losses
transparently and allocates them according to a clear legal hierarchy, protecting
small depositors to the greatest extent possible.

2. Restructure sovereign debt within a credible macroeconomic framework, since
banking stability cannot be restored while public debt remains unsustainable.

3. Unify exchange-rate practices and rebuild monetary credibility through inflation
control, transparent central-bank operations, and limits on quasi-fiscal
interventions.

4. Establish a formal capital-control and deposit-recovery framework that reduces
arbitrariness, protects confidence, and differentiates small, medium, and large
deposits.

5. Strengthen supervision, governance standards, risk disclosure, stress testing, and
accountability to prevent the reaccumulation of hidden systemic risk.

6. Reorient banks toward productive intermediation—yviable firms, SMEs, export-
oriented activity, and employment-generating sectors.

7. Link banking reform to broader recovery: fiscal reform, public-sector governance,
anti-corruption measures, and investment in productive capacity.

8. Preserve coherent sequencing: diagnosis first, legal framework second, financial
restructuring third, developmental reorientation fourth.

11. Limitations and Future Research

Four limitations bound the analysis, and each defines a research direction. First, the
design is conceptual: conclusions derive from theoretical synthesis and case analysis,
not from new econometric testing. Once loss recognition and exchange-rate unification
restore data reliability, the propositions invite testing on a panel of Lebanese commercial
banks—relating credit rates and GDP growth to ROA, ROE, non-performing loans,
liquidity ratios, and capital adequacy, with sovereign exposure and institutional
indicators as moderators, in direct correspondence with P1-P4.

Second, the data problem is itself substantive. Multiple exchange rates, deposit
restrictions, and inflation have degraded the comparability of financial statements, so
future empirical work must treat valuation assumptions and deflation methods as
research design choices, not technicalities; Finding 5 suggests that studies ignoring this
will produce artifacts. Third, the focus on commercial banks leaves adjacent questions
open: comparisons with other financial institutions, heterogeneity across bank size
classes, depositor behavior, litigation, and the social consequences of deposit restrictions
would extend the framework from macro-financial variables to institutional and
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distributional outcomes. Fourth, the post-restructuring regime remains unobserved. The
relationships theorized here may shift after debt restructuring, recapitalization, and
monetary normalization, and longitudinal research will be required to establish whether
reform actually restores the sector's capacity to finance growth—an ideal setting,
incidentally, for observing the interest-rate regime switch of P1 and P2 operating in
reverse.

12. Conclusion

The article set out to explain, conceptually, how credit interest rates and GDP growth
shape the efficiency and stability of commercial banks in Lebanon. Its central conclusion
is that these variables operated not as external conditions but as core determinants of the
sector's trajectory, and that their effects were governed—ultimately reversed—by a
moderating structure of sovereign exposure, inflation, exchange-rate rigidity, and
political instability.

The theoretical contribution is threefold. The framework specifies the conditions
under which the income effect of lending rates gives way to the risk effect, locating the
regime switch in sovereign credibility rather than in rate levels alone. It separates
accounting efficiency from intermediation efficiency and shows that profitability-based
measurement is directionally misleading in state-financing banking systems. And it
distinguishes constitutive from incidental forms of the sovereign-bank nexus, arguing
that crisis dynamics and resolution requirements differ fundamentally between the
two—an extension of a literature built largely on euro-area experience.

The practical contribution lies in what the analysis tells bank managers, supervisors,
and analysts about performance measurement and risk: indicators earned on sovereign
yield during a confidence boom carry no information about resilience, and risk that
appears to originate in underwriting may in fact originate in the macro-financial regime.
The policy contribution is a sequenced reform architecture—transparent diagnosis,
statutory frameworks for resolution and depositor treatment, viability-based financial
restructuring, and developmental reorientation—derived from the finding that
interlocking crisis mechanisms defeat any single-instrument remedy.

Future research should test the propositions empirically once valuation and data
problems are resolved, extend the analysis to non-bank institutions and to depositor
behavior, and follow the post-restructuring regime longitudinally. The larger stake is
clear: whether Lebanese banks can move from financing the state to financing the
economy—mobilizing savings, allocating credit productively, and supporting
sustainable development—will determine not only the sector's recovery but the
country's.


https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : ——_
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03 -

=l of Exploratory Studies

Acknowledgements

The author would like to express his sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Ali Sankari for his
valuable guidance, constructive comments, and academic support throughout the
development of this article.

Ethical approval

Ethical approval was not required for this study because it is a conceptual and
descriptive-analytical article based exclusively on previously published academic
literature, institutional reports, and publicly available documentary sources. The study
did not involve human participants, animals, personal data, interviews, surveys, or
experimental procedures.

Author contributions

Aghiad Mohamad Adnan Dandachi was solely responsible for the conceptualization
of the study, literature review, methodology, development of the conceptual framework,
analysis and interpretation, preparation of the original manuscript, and revision and
approval of the final version.

Disclosure statement

The author declares that there are no conflicts of interest, financial or otherwise, that
could have influenced the research, analysis, interpretation, or publication of this article.

Funding
This research received no specific grant or financial support from any funding agency
in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

About the author

Aghiad Mohamad Adnan Dandachi is a Lebanese specialist in banking, finance,
accounting, and banking law. He holds a PhD in Philosophy of Business Administration
from Jinan University, an MBA from the American University of Technology, and
academic qualifications in Business Administration, Accounting, and Finance from
Saint Joseph University. He has extensive professional banking experience, having held
managerial, credit, and authorized-signatory positions at Credit Libanais, Bank of
Beirut, and Bank of Beirut and the Arab Countries. Since 1997, he has also taught
financial mathematics, public finance, statistics, and communication skills within
Lebanon’s technical education sector. He is a member of the Lebanese Association of
Certified Public Accountants and provides consultancy services in banking, finance,
accounting, and bank secrecy law.

109



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : 1
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

C—

=l of Exploratory Studies

ORCID
Aghiad DANDACHI “* https://orcid.org/0009-0001-8518-1837

Data Availability Statement

No new empirical data were generated or analyzed in this study. The article is based on
published academic literature, publicly available institutional reports, and documentary
sources cited in the reference list. Accordingly, data sharing is not applicable to this
article.

References

Abou Zahr, K., Haddad, M., & Nassar, R. (2021). Political crises and banking-sector
resilience in Lebanon. Beirut Economic Review, 14(2), 55-78.

Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. A. (2012). Why nations fail: The origins of power,
prosperity, and poverty. Crown.

Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. A. (2021). Institutional foundations of economic
development and instability. Economic Governance Review, 18(1), 1-24.

Acharya, V. V., Drechsler, 1., & Schnabl, P. (2014). A Pyrrhic victory? Bank bailouts
and sovereign credit risk. The Journal of Finance, 69(6), 2689-2739.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j0fi.12206

Adrian, T., & Liang, N. (2018). Monetary policy, financial conditions, and financial
stability. International Journal of Central Banking, 14(1), 73-131.

Adrian, T., & Liang, N. (2023). Monetary policy, financial conditions, and banking
stability. Journal of Financial Stability, 65, 101-119.

Arab Center Washington DC. (2023). Lebanon and the regional consequences of the
Syrian conflict.

Association of Banks in Lebanon. (2024). Banking and financial indicators.

Athanasoglou, P. P., Brissimis, S. N., & Delis, M. D. (2008). Bank-specific, industry-
specific, and macroeconomic determinants of bank profitability. Journal of
International Financial Markets, Institutions and Money, 18(2), 121-136.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intfin.2006.07.001

Bank for International Settlements. (2021). Annual economic report.

Banque du Liban. (2020). Annual report and monetary indicators.

110



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-8518-1837
https://doi.org/10.1111/jofi.12206
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intfin.2006.07.001

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 3
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

C—

=8l of Exploratory Studies

Banque du Liban. (2022). Historical overview and policy reports.

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision. (2000). Principles for the management of
credit risk. Bank for International Settlements.

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision. (2019). Basel III: Finalising post-crisis
reforms. Bank for International Settlements.

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision. (2021). Annual report 2020/21. Bank for
International Settlements.

Beck, T., Demirgiic-Kunt, A., & Levine, R. (2006). Bank concentration, competition,
and crises: First results. Journal of Banking & Finance, 30(5), 1581-1603.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbank{in.2005.05.010

Berger, A. N., & Bouwman, C. H. S. (2017). Bank liquidity creation, monetary policy,
and financial crises. Journal of Financial Stability, 30, 139-155.
https://doi.org/10.1016/5.j£5.2017.05.003

Berger, A. N., & Humphrey, D. B. (1997). Efficiency of financial institutions:
International survey and directions for future research. European Journal of
Operational Research, 98(2), 175-212.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0377-2217(96)00342-6

Bernanke, B. S., & Gertler, M. (1995). Inside the black box: The credit channel of
monetary policy transmission. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 9(4), 27-48.
https://doi.org/10.1257/jep.9.4.27

Bernanke, B. S., Gertler, M., & Gilchrist, S. (1999). The financial accelerator in a
quantitative business cycle framework. In J. B. Taylor & M. Woodford (Eds.),
Handbook of macroeconomics (Vol. 1C, pp. 1341-1393). Elsevier.

Blanchard, O., & Summers, L. H. (Eds.). (2020). Evolution or revolution? Rethinking
macroeconomic policy after the Great Recession. MIT Press.

Boyd, J. H., Levine, R., & Smith, B. D. (2001). The impact of inflation on financial
sector performance. Journal of Monetary Economics, 47(2), 221-248.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0304-3932(01)00049-6

Brunnermeier, M. K., Garicano, L., Lane, P. R., Pagano, M., Reis, R., Santos, T., Van
Nieuwerburgh, S., & Vayanos, D. (2016). The sovereign-bank diabolic loop and
ESBies. American Economic Review, 106(5), 508-512.

111



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbankfin.2005.05.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfs.2017.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0377-2217(96)00342-6
https://doi.org/10.1257/jep.9.4.27
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0304-3932(01)00049-6

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 3
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

C—

=8l of Exploratory Studies

https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.p20161107

Chaaban, J. (2018). The political economy of public debt and monetary policy in
Lebanon. Lebanese Economic Studies, 11(1), 33-59.

Cihak, M. (2007). Introduction to applied stress testing (IMF Working Paper No.
WP/07/59). International Monetary Fund.

Claessens, S., Coleman, N., & Donnelly, M. (2018). “Low-for-long” interest rates and
banks’ interest margins and profitability: Cross-country evidence. Journal of
Financial Intermediation, 35, 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1016/5.j£1.2017.05.004

Dagher, A. (2018). The Lebanese pound peg and the post-war monetary model. Beirut
Policy Review, 7(2), 15-41.

Demirgiic-Kunt, A., & Huizinga, H. (1999). Determinants of commercial bank interest
margins and profitability. The World Bank Economic Review, 13(2), 379-408.
https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/13.2.379

Diamond, D. W., & Dybvig, P. H. (1983). Bank runs, deposit insurance, and liquidity.
Journal of Political Economy, 91(3), 401-419. https://doi.org/10.1086/261155

Dietrich, A., & Wanzenried, G. (2011). Determinants of bank profitability before and
during the crisis: Evidence from Switzerland. Journal of International Financial
Markets, Institutions and Money, 21(3), 307-327.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intfin.2010.11.002

Gorton, G., & Winton, A. (2003). Financial intermediation. In G. M. Constantinides, M.
Harris, & R. M. Stulz (Eds.), Handbook of the economics of finance (Vol. 1A, pp.
431-552). Elsevier.

International Monetary Fund. (2019a). Financial soundness indicators compilation
guide.

International Monetary Fund. (2019b). Lebanon: 2019 Article IV consultation—Press
release; staff report; and statement by the Executive Director for Lebanon (IMF
Country Report No. 19/312).

International Monetary Fund. (2023a). Lebanon: 2023 Article IV consultation—Staff
report.

International Monetary Fund. (2023b). Lebanon: Staff-level agreement and financial-
sector reform priorities.

112



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03
https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.p20161107
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfi.2017.05.004
https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/13.2.379
https://doi.org/10.1086/261155
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intfin.2010.11.002

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : -
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03 -

=8l of Exploratory Studies

Jaakkola, E. (2020). Designing conceptual articles: Four approaches. AMS Review, 10(1-
2), 18-26. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13162-020-00161-0

Laeven, L., & Valencia, F. (2020). Systemic banking crises database II. IMF Economic
Review, 68(2), 307-361. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41308-020-00107-3

Lee, C., & Zhang, Y. (2017). Macroeconomic determinants of bank profitability in
emerging markets. Emerging Markets Finance and Trade, 53(8), 1763-1780.

Levine, R. (2005). Finance and growth: Theory and evidence. In P. Aghion & S. N.
Durlauf (Eds.), Handbook of economic growth (Vol. 1A, pp. 865-934). Elsevier.

Mishkin, F. S. (2019). The economics of money, banking, and financial markets (12
Ed.). Pearson.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. (2015). G20/OECD
principles of corporate governance. OECD Publishing.

Reinhart, C. M., & Rogoff, K. S. (2009). This time is different: Eight centuries of
financial folly. Princeton University Press.

Salti, N., & Chaaban, J. (2021). Banking, public finance, and economic vulnerability in
Lebanon. Middle East Development Journal, 13(2), 201-230.

Salti, N., & Chaaban, J. (2022). The Lebanese financial crisis and the political economy
of collapse [Working paper]. Economic Research Forum.

Smith, R., Karim, M., & Hassan, A. (2018). GDP growth, credit risk, and bank
profitability: Evidence from developing economies. Journal of Banking Regulation,
19(4), 289-307.

World Bank. (2020). Lebanon economic monitor, Fall 2020: The deliberate depression.

World Bank. (2021). Lebanon economic monitor, Spring 2021: Lebanon sinking (to the
top 3).

World Bank. (2022). Lebanon public finance review: Ponzi finance?

Yin, R. K. (2018). Case study research and applications: Design and methods (6" Ed.).
SAGE Publications.

Zaarour, F., El-Khoury, R., & Moussawi, C. (2017). Pricing strategies and banking
efficiency in Lebanon. Lebanese Journal of Business and Economics, 9(1), 77-96.

113



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13162-020-00161-0
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41308-020-00107-3

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 == -
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90 -

of Exploratory Studies

RESEARCH ARTICLE open (Y Access

Role of Women in Peace Building: Case of Lebanon

Walaa Harb

Phoenicia University, Daoudiye, District of Zahrani, Lebanon

ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon,
focusing on the intersection of religion, gender, sectarianism, and
political participation. It addresses the gap between women’s
significant contribution to grassroots peacebuilding and their limited
participation in formal peace processes. Adopting a qualitative
approach supported by survey data, the study draws on 22 semi-
structured interviews with religious leaders, political figures, women

ARTICLE HISTORY

working in peacebuilding and empowerment organisations, university Received 2 January 2026
instructors, and women from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, Accepted 9 June 2026
alongside 260 survey responses. Thematic analysis was used to Published 30 June 2026

identify recurring patterns concerning women’s peacebuilding

activities, religious engagement, and the barriers that restrict women’s

participation. KEYWORDS
The findings indicate that Lebanese women play a crucial but often
under-recognised role in peacebuilding through informal mediation,
advocacy, education, community engagement, social networking, and
faith-based initiatives. However, their participation in formal
peacebuilding and decision-making processes remains constrained by
patriarchal norms, sectarian political structures, religiously informed FIELDS OF STUDY
cultural expectations, and institutional barriers. The survey findings
demonstrate broad recognition of women’s contribution to
peacebuilding, widespread acknowledgement of the cultural and
religious barriers that restrict women’s leadership, and strong support
for greater inclusion of women in formal peace negotiations. Drawing X -
on Northern Ireland as a comparative analytical framework, the study Studies, Human Rights
highlights how women’s grassroots activism can contribute to more Studies

inclusive and sustainable peacebuilding when supported by

appropriate institutional mechanisms.

The study concludes that women’s participation is not merely

desirable but necessary for sustainable peace in Lebanon. It

recommends legal, institutional, and social reforms to formalise

women’s peacebuilding roles, support women-led initiatives, promote

interfaith and cross-community dialogue, and challenge the sectarian

and patriarchal structures that continue to restrict women’s political

and peacebuilding agency.

Women, Peacebuilding,
Lebanon, Religion,
Sectarianism, Patriarchy

Women’s and Gender
Studies, Political Science,
Sociology, International
Relations and Security

CONTACT: Walaa Harb ® walaa.harb@pu.edu.lb e International Liaison and Communication, Phoenicia University, Daoudiye,
District of Zahrani, Lebanon.

Cite this article as: Harb, W. (2026). Role of Women in Peace Building: Case of Lebanon. Journal Index of Exploratory Studies,
8(22), 114-141.

© 2026 The Author(s). Published by the Democratic Arabic Center for Strategic, Political and Economic Studies. This article is
published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC 4.0), which
permits non-commercial use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, provided appropriate credit
is given to the original author(s) and the source, a link to the licence is provided, and any changes made are indicated.

114



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90
mailto:walaa.harb@pu.edu.lb
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3040-1214

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 EE ——-—
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90 '

Z of Exploratory Studies

1. Introduction

Women’s participation in peacebuilding is increasingly recognised as essential,
particularly in societies marked by religious division, sectarian conflict, and patriarchal
political structures. Although women have repeatedly demonstrated their capacity to
contribute to conflict resolution, reconciliation, and social cohesion, their participation
in formal peace processes remains limited (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002; Paffenholz, 2015).
This tension is especially evident in Lebanon, where women play a crucial role in
grassroots peacebuilding through community initiatives, informal mediation, advocacy,
education, and faith-based networks, while remaining largely excluded from official
political and religious decision-making spaces.

Lebanon’s peacebuilding challenges are deeply connected to its sectarian political
system and patriarchal social order. Religious identity often shapes political affiliation,
social belonging, and access to power, while gender norms continue to restrict women’s
public authority. Within this context, women’s peacebuilding efforts are frequently
informal and under-recognised. Nevertheless, Lebanese women use religion’s positive
moral values, such as compassion, tolerance, forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation, to
promote dialogue and challenge communal divisions. Their work demonstrates that
religion can serve not only as a source of division, but also as a form of soft power
capable of encouraging coexistence and societal transformation. This research examines
the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, focusing on how women navigate
religious, political, and social barriers to contribute to peace. It argues that women are
not passive victims of conflict or sectarian structures; rather, they are active agents who
use community relationships, religious values, emotional intelligence, and informal
mediation to build trust across divided groups. Participants in this study highlighted
women’s unique perspectives, their capacity for empathy, and their ability to foster
dialogue within families, communities, and civil society organisations. These findings
align with feminist peacebuilding scholarship, which emphasises that sustainable peace
requires women’s active participation and the inclusion of their lived experiences in
peace processes (Gilligan, 1982; Enloe, 2004; Pankhurst, 2003).

The study also draws comparative lessons from Northern Ireland, where women’s
peacebuilding efforts were once similarly constrained by sectarianism and patriarchy
but later gained recognition through grassroots activism and formal political
participation. The Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition, in particular, illustrates how
women can move from the margins of community activism into formal peace
negotiations, contributing to broader agendas of equality, human rights, victims’ rights,
and social justice (Fearon & McWilliams, 1999; McWilliams, 1997). This comparison
is essential for Lebanon because both contexts share histories of religious division,
communal mistrust, and male-dominated political systems. Methodologically, this
research adopts a qualitative approach supported by survey data. It draws on semi-
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structured interviews, ethnographic analysis, and survey responses to examine
perceptions of religion and women’s peacebuilding involvement in Lebanon. Thematic
analysis is used to identify recurring patterns in participants’ accounts, particularly
concerning women’s grassroots activism, informal mediation, religious engagement,
and exclusion from formal institutions. Thus, this study argues that expanding and
formalising women’s peacebuilding roles in Lebanon requires legal, social, and
institutional reform. Recognising women’s contributions is not only a matter of gender
equality; it is a necessary condition for building a more inclusive, legitimate, and
sustainable peace.

Despite growing recognition of women’s contributions to peacebuilding, their
participation in formal peace processes in Lebanon remains limited. Existing
scholarship has highlighted the importance of women’s grassroots activism, yet
insufficient attention has been given to the ways in which religion simultaneously
facilitates and constrains women’s peacebuilding roles within Lebanon’s sectarian
political context. This study addresses this gap by examining how women navigate
religious, political, and social structures to contribute to peacebuilding while remaining
largely excluded from formal decision-making processes. This study aims to examine
the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, with particular attention to the
intersections of religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. It seeks to
explore how religion influences women’s involvement in peacebuilding initiatives and
to identify the social, cultural, religious, and institutional barriers that continue to restrict
women’s participation in formal peace processes. Furthermore, the study draws
comparative lessons from Northern Ireland as a means of identifying approaches that
may contribute to more inclusive and sustainable peacebuilding practices in the
Lebanese context. So, it answers the below:

1. How do Lebanese women contribute to grassroots peacebuilding initiatives?

2. How does religion shape women’s participation in peacebuilding and
reconciliation efforts?

3. What barriers restrict women’s participation in formal peacebuilding and
political decision-making processes?

4. What lessons from Northern Ireland can inform efforts to strengthen women’s
participation in peacebuilding in Lebanon?

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: first, the literature review the study
highlights previous studies; second, the methodology outlines the research design and
data collection methods; third, the results and discussion present and analyse the
findings; and finally, the conclusion offers policy recommendations for strengthening
women’s participation in peacebuilding.
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2. Literature Review

2.1. Feminist Perspectives on Women and Peacebuilding

The literature on women and peacebuilding provides an important foundation for
understanding the role of Lebanese women in religiously and politically divided
societies. Across feminist peacebuilding scholarship, women are increasingly
recognised as essential actors in conflict resolution, reconciliation, and community
transformation. However, despite this recognition, their participation in formal peace
processes remains limited. Rehn and Sirleaf (2002) argue that women’s experiences of
war and peace are frequently marginalised, even though women often sustain
communities during conflict and contribute substantially to post-conflict recovery.
Similarly, Paffenholz (2015) demonstrates that women’s inclusion in peace processes
enhances the legitimacy, inclusiveness, and sustainability of peace agreements. These
arguments are particularly relevant to Lebanon, where women contribute actively to
grassroots peacebuilding but remain largely excluded from official political and
religious decision-making structures.

Feminist theory offers several conceptual tools for examining women’s roles in
peacebuilding. Gilligan’s (1982) ethics of care highlights the importance of relational
responsibility, empathy, and care-oriented moral reasoning. Although this approach
must be used carefully to avoid essentialising women as naturally peaceful, it remains
useful for understanding how women’s socially constructed roles as caregivers, mothers,
educators, and community organisers can become resources for peacebuilding. In the
Lebanese context, where participants in this study associated women with emotional
intelligence, empathy, mediation, and social awareness, Gilligan’s framework helps
explain the relational foundations of women’s informal peacebuilding work. Enloe
(2004) extends this discussion by showing how militarism and political conflict rely on
gendered systems of power that often render women’s contributions invisible. Her work
is important because it challenges traditional peacebuilding frameworks that prioritise
male political elites, military actors, and formal negotiators while overlooking women’s
grassroots efforts. Okin’s (1989) critique of the public-private divide is also relevant,
since women’s exclusion from formal peacebuilding cannot be separated from broader
gender inequalities within family, religious, and community life. Butler’s (1990) theory
of gender performativity further challenges fixed assumptions about women’s roles,
allowing women to be understood not only as caregivers but also as mediators, activists,
religious actors, and political agents. Together, these feminist perspectives reveal that
women’s exclusion from formal peacebuilding is not accidental, but structurally
produced through patriarchal norms and institutions.

The literature also shows that peacebuilding must be understood as more than the
absence of violence. Pankhurst (2003) argues that sustainable peace requires women’s
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active participation to be embedded in peace processes rather than treated as symbolic
or secondary. Hyndman (2004) similarly stresses the need for inclusive, gender-
sensitive peacebuilding strategies that take women’s lived experiences seriously.
Cockburn (2010) further argues that feminist peacebuilding expands the meaning of
peace to include equality, social justice, and gender parity. This broader understanding
is essential for Lebanon, where peace cannot be reduced to elite political agreements
while sectarianism, patriarchy, and institutional exclusion continue to limit women’s
participation.

2.2. Religion, Gender, and Women’s Peacebuilding Agency

Religion adds another layer of complexity to women’s peacebuilding. In divided
societies, religion may operate both as a source of conflict and as a tool for
reconciliation. In Lebanon, where religious identity is deeply intertwined with political
belonging, religion can reinforce sectarian boundaries. At the same time, it can also
provide moral resources for peace, including compassion, forgiveness, justice,
tolerance, and social responsibility. This dual role is central to the present study. Rather
than treating religion only as an obstacle, the research examines how Lebanese women
use religion’s positive connotations through community and faith-based networks to
promote dialogue and social cohesion. The literature on women and Islam demonstrates
that religion can function as both constraint and empowerment. Wadud (1999) argues
that Islamic texts can be reread through a feminist lens to support gender equality and
justice. Mernissi (1996) similarly challenges patriarchal interpretations of Islamic
history and religious authority, arguing that women’s marginalisation often results from
male-dominated interpretation rather than religion itself. Abu-Lughod (1993) shows
how women’s networks within religious and gendered spaces may create solidarity and
enable women to navigate patriarchal norms. Mahmood (2005) complicates secular
assumptions about agency by showing that women’s religious participation can itself
become a space of moral discipline, social support, and influence. These perspectives
are important for the Lebanese case because women’s peacebuilding does not
necessarily occur outside religion; rather, many women work within religiously shaped
communities to promote reconciliation, dialogue, and coexistence.

In Middle Eastern and Lebanese contexts, women’s civil society engagement has
been recognised as a vital component of peacebuilding. Al-Ali (2009) highlights
women’s political and civic participation in the region, showing that women’s
engagement is essential not only for empowerment but also for broader reconciliation
and social transformation. Dajani (2017) contributes more specifically to the Lebanese
context by examining how women’s NGOs address gender inequality, social justice, and
community development. Her work is significant because it connects religious
reinterpretation with practical grassroots action, showing how Lebanese women’s
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organisations contribute to peacebuilding even when religious and political structures
restrict their formal authority.

2.3. Lebanese Women’s Peacebuilding in a Sectarian Context

Feminist peacebuilding scholarship often highlights women’s exclusion from formal
peace processes but does not always examine how religious identities shape women’s
peacebuilding agency. Similarly, studies on women and Islam provide valuable insights
into religious interpretation and agency, but they do not always connect these insights
directly to peacebuilding practice. In Lebanon, where gender, religion, sectarianism, and
political authority intersect, this separation is analytically limiting. Women’s
peacebuilding cannot be fully understood through gender alone, nor through religion
alone. It requires a framework that examines how women navigate patriarchal, sectarian,
legal, and institutional barriers while using religious and community-based resources to
promote peace.

Lebanon’s sectarian political system creates particularly strong barriers to women’s
formal participation. Political authority is organised through confessional power-
sharing, and religious affiliation often shapes access to representation, leadership, and
public legitimacy. While this system was intended to manage pluralism, it has also
entrenched sectarian identities and reinforced male-dominated leadership. Within this
structure, women’s contributions to peacebuilding are often located at the grassroots
level rather than in formal negotiations.

2.4. Comparative Lessons from Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland provides a comparative case because it shares certain historical
parallels with Lebanon, including sectarian division, religiously shaped identity, and
patriarchal political culture. The Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition offers an
important example of how women’s grassroots activism can move into formal political
participation. Fearon and McWilliams (1999) show how women organised across
communal divides to advocate for equality, human rights, and social justice during the
peace process. McWilliams (1997) demonstrates that women’s activism influenced
political negotiations by broadening the agenda beyond constitutional questions to
include victims’ rights, integrated education, health, and community development.
Porter (2003) similarly shows that women’s participation introduced wider social
concerns into formal peace discussions. The Northern Irish case does not provide a
simple model that can be transferred directly to Lebanon. The two contexts differ
historically, politically, and institutionally. Nevertheless, Northern Ireland demonstrates
that women’s peacebuilding roles can become formally recognised when grassroots
mobilisation is supported by political opportunity, coalition-building, and institutional
mechanisms. For Lebanon, this comparison is useful because it shows that women’s
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informal peacebuilding should not remain confined to the margins. If women are already
building peace through mediation, education, advocacy, and interfaith engagement, then
legal and institutional reforms are needed to formalise and resource their participation.

2.5.Conceptual Gap and Contribution of the Study

Although existing literature provides valuable insight into women’s role in
peacebuilding, several gaps remain. Feminist peacebuilding scholarship has shown that
women are frequently excluded from formal negotiations, despite their documented
contributions to conflict resolution and post-conflict recovery (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002).
This exclusion shows that women’s participation can strengthen the inclusiveness,
legitimacy, and sustainability of peace processes (Paffenholz, 2015). However, much of
this literature focuses on women’s presence in formal peace processes without fully
examining how religious identity and sectarian political structures shape women’s
peacebuilding roles in contexts such as Lebanon. A second gap concerns the relationship
between religion and women’s agency. Studies on women and Islam demonstrate that
religious interpretation can either restrict or empower women’s public participation.
Wadud (1999), for example, shows how feminist rereadings of Islamic texts can support
gender equality, while Mernissi (1996) challenges patriarchal interpretations of religious
authority. Abu-Lughod (1993) and Mahmood (2005) further complicate this discussion
by showing that women’s agency may also emerge within religious and gendered
spaces, rather than only through opposition to them. Yet, these insights are not always
connected directly to peacebuilding practice, particularly in sectarian societies where
religion shapes both community life and political authority.

This study addresses these gaps by examining Lebanese women’s peacebuilding at
the intersection of religion, patriarchy, and sectarian politics. It builds on feminist
arguments that women’s grassroots contributions are often undervalued by formal
peacebuilding frameworks, even when they are central to community survival and social
repair (Enloe, 2004). In Lebanon, women are not only informal caregivers or community
supporters; they are active peacebuilders who use faith-based networks, social
relationships, dialogue, advocacy, and informal mediation to promote reconciliation.
This reflects Hyndman’s (2004) argument that women’s lived experiences must be taken
seriously in peacebuilding analysis, as well as Cockburn’s (2010) broader view of peace
as a social condition rooted in justice and gender equality. The study further contributes
by drawing comparative lessons from Northern Ireland, where women’s peacebuilding
efforts moved from grassroots activism toward formal recognition. The experience of
the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition demonstrates how women’s mobilisation can
broaden peace agendas beyond elite political settlements. Fearon and McWilliams
(1999) show how women organised across communal divides, while McWilliams
(1997) highlights their influence on political negotiations. Porter (2003) similarly
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demonstrates that women’s participation introduced wider social concerns, including
victims’ rights, integrated education, equality, and community development, into formal
peace discussions.

Recent scholarship on the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda has highlighted
both the achievements and continuing limitations of UNSCR 1325 implementation
across conflict-affected societies. While the resolution established an important
normative framework for promoting women’s participation in peace processes, studies
published over the last decade indicate that women remain underrepresented in formal
negotiations and post-conflict governance structures despite increasing recognition of
their contributions at the grassroots level (UN Women, 2023; PeaceWomen, 2024).
Research on the Middle East further demonstrates that cultural norms, institutional
barriers, and unequal access to political power continue to constrain women’s
participation in peacebuilding and decision-making processes (UN Women, 2023). At
the same time, evidence suggests that gender-inclusive peace processes are associated
with broader legitimacy, stronger social inclusion, and more sustainable peace
outcomes. These debates are particularly relevant to Lebanon, where women have long
contributed to community reconciliation, interfaith dialogue, and civil society initiatives
but continue to face barriers to formal political and peacebuilding participation. The
WPS framework therefore provides a useful lens through which to examine both the
opportunities and constraints shaping women’s peacebuilding roles in Lebanon.

3. Research Methodology
3.1. Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative approach supported by survey data to examine the role
of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, with particular attention to the relationship
between religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. This approach is
appropriate because the research explores lived experiences, perceptions, and social
practices that cannot be fully captured through quantitative measurement alone. The
study focuses primarily on Lebanon, while Northern Ireland is used as a retrospective
comparative case study to identify relevant lessons from a context where women’s
grassroots peacebuilding efforts became more formally recognised.

3.2. Data Collection Methods

The study draws on two primary sources of data: semi-structured interviews and
survey responses. Together, these methods enabled an in-depth exploration of women’s
roles in peacebuilding while also capturing broader public perceptions regarding
religion, gender, and peacebuilding in Lebanon.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 22 participants who possessed
relevant knowledge or experience in peacebuilding, religion, politics, women’s
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activism, or community leadership. The participants included religious leaders from
different sects, political figures, women working in peacebuilding NGOs, university
instructors, representatives of women’s empowerment organisations, and women from
diverse socio-economic backgrounds. The interview questions explored participants’
views on religion as an instrument of peace, the role of religious leaders in conflict
resolution, women’s involvement in peacebuilding, the barriers women face, and the
lessons Lebanon may draw from Northern Ireland. Interviews were conducted either in
person or online and typically lasted between 30 and 45 minutes. With participants’
consent, interviews were recorded and subsequently transcribed for analysis.

The survey questionnaire was designed to complement the qualitative findings by
examining broader perceptions of women’s participation in peacebuilding, their
exclusion from formal negotiations, and the cultural and religious barriers affecting their
leadership. Survey participants were recruited through online distribution channels,
community networks, professional contacts, and participant referrals. A combination of
purposive, quota, and snowball sampling techniques was employed to ensure diversity
across gender, age, educational background, and religious affiliation. The survey
generated 260 responses from Lebanese adults.

Data collection was conducted in two phases. The interviews were carried out
between August and November 2023, while the survey was administered between
October and December 2024. Conducting the research in two phases enabled the study
to first identify key themes through qualitative interviews and subsequently examine
whether these themes were reflected in wider public perceptions. This mixed-methods
design strengthened the study by capturing both detailed individual experiences and
broader social attitudes towards women’s peacebuilding roles and the influence of
religion on peace processes. Table 2 presents the demographic profile of survey
respondents and demonstrates diversity across gender, age, educational background, and
religious affiliation.

Table 1: Summary of Data Sources and Participants

Data source Sample / number Description
Semi-structured .. Religious leaders, politicians, women NGO workers, university
. . 22 participants . . . .
interviews instructors, women from diverse socio-economic backgrounds

Survey 260 responses Lebanese adult respondents; item-level responses vary between
questionnaire received 255 and 259 due to non-response
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Comparative case  Northern Ireland -
collection

Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of Survey Respondents (N =260)

Variable Category n %
Male 124 48.1
Gender
Female 134 51.9
18-24 194 75.8
25-34 41 16
Age 3544 10 3.9
45-54 6 2.3
55-64 5 2
High School 56 21.7
Bachelor's Degree 161 62.4
Educational Background Master's Degree 36 14
Doctoral Degree 3 1.2
Teaching Diploma + Bachelor's 2 0.7
Islam 163 63.4
Religious Affiliation Christianity 56 21.8
Other 38 14.8

3.3. Survey Design

Survey questionnaires were used to support the qualitative findings and identify
broader patterns in perceptions of women’s peacebuilding roles. The survey examined
respondents’ views on women’s participation in grassroots peacebuilding, their
exclusion from formal negotiations, and the cultural and religious barriers that restrict
their leadership. Prior to full-scale distribution, the questionnaire was pilot tested to
assess clarity, relevance, and alignment with the research objectives. Feedback obtained
during the pilot stage resulted in minor revisions to question wording and structure.
Internal consistency checks and reliability assessments were subsequently undertaken
to enhance the robustness of the survey instrument and ensure the quality of the data
collected.

The inclusion of survey data strengthened the study by providing measurable
indications of wider social attitudes. For example, almost 60% of respondents affirmed
women’s positive role in peacebuilding, around 70% identified cultural and religious
barriers as obstacles to women’s leadership, and 75% agreed that women’s inclusion in
formal negotiations would contribute to more sustainable peace.

123



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 ’ ———
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90 '

=l of Exploratory Studies

3.4. Sampling Strategy and Thematic Analyssis

The study used purposive, snowball, and quota sampling. Purposive sampling was
employed to select participants with direct relevance to the research topic, including
individuals involved in religious leadership, politics, civil society, education, and
women’s peacebuilding initiatives. Snowball sampling helped reach additional
participants, particularly grassroots actors whose peacebuilding work may not be
formally documented. For the survey, purposive and quota sampling were used to ensure
diversity across relevant categories, including gender, age, religious affiliation, and
social background. Participants were required to be aged 18 or above and to have
relevant knowledge, experience, or exposure to peacebuilding, religious engagement, or
community leadership. Interview data were analysed using Braun and Clarke’s six-stage
thematic analysis framework. The process involved: (1) familiarisation with the data
through repeated reading of interview transcripts; (2) generation of initial codes; (3)
identification of patterns and theme development; (4) review of themes for consistency
and coherence; (5) refinement and definition of themes; and (6) production of the final
analytical narrative. This systematic approach enabled the identification of recurring
patterns concerning women’s participation in peacebuilding and the role of religion in
peace processes. Then, NVivo 14 software was utilised to support the coding and
organisation of qualitative data. Interview transcripts were imported into NVivo, coded
systematically, and grouped into thematic categories. The software facilitated the
management of large volumes of qualitative material, enhanced transparency in the
analytical process, and supported the identification of relationships between emerging
themes.

3.5. Comparative Case Justification

Northern Ireland was selected as a retrospective comparative case because, like
Lebanon, it experienced prolonged conflict shaped by sectarian identity, religious
affiliation, and patriarchal political structures. However, the comparison is not intended
to present Northern Ireland as a direct model for Lebanon. The two contexts differ in
their colonial histories, institutional frameworks, geopolitical environments, and current
conflict dynamics. Rather, Northern Ireland is used analytically to identify transferable
mechanisms, particularly women’s coalition-building, cross-community mobilisation,
international support, and the movement from grassroots activism to formal political
recognition. These lessons require careful adaptation to Lebanon’s confessional system,
where sectarian power-sharing and religious authority continue to structure political
participation.
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3.6. Validity, Reliability, and Ethical Considerations

Methodological triangulation was employed by comparing evidence obtained from
semi-structured interviews and survey responses. This process enhanced the credibility
of the findings by enabling the cross-verification of recurring themes and patterns across
multiple sources of data.. Ethical approval for the study was obtained from the relevant
ethics committee at Glasgow Caledonian University prior to data collection.
Participation in both the interviews and survey was voluntary and based on informed
consent. Participants received information outlining the purpose of the study, their rights
as participants, and the intended use of the data. Confidentiality and anonymity were
maintained throughout the research process, and participants were informed of their
right to withdraw at any stage without consequence.

4. Results

The findings reveal that Lebanese women play a significant but under-recognised role
in peacebuilding, particularly at the grassroots level. Across the semi-structured
interviews and survey responses, women were described as active contributors to
reconciliation through informal mediation, advocacy, education, social networking, and
community engagement. However, the data also show that women’s contributions
remain largely excluded from formal peace negotiations and institutional decision-
making structures. The results are organised around five main themes: women’s
grassroots role, women as mediators and community leaders, survey findings on
inclusion, barriers to participation, and comparative lessons from Northern Ireland.

4.1. Women’s Grassroots Role in Peacebuilding

A key theme emerging from the qualitative data concerns women’s distinctive
contribution to peacebuilding through empathy, emotional intelligence, and community-
based leadership. Participants frequently associated women with the ability to listen,
mediate, and build trust across social and sectarian divides. Women were described not
only as caregivers or mothers, but also as educators, community organisers, activists,
and informal mediators.

Several participants emphasised that women’s lived experiences provide them with a
valuable perspective in conflict resolution. One participant stated:

“The role of women in building peace in society is essential and influential. Women
provide a unique perspective and vital experiences that contribute to enhancing stability
and resolving conflicts.” (Participant 8, interview participant)

Another participant connected women’s leadership to their ability to combine
emotional and rational approaches:

(P
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“Women should be in leadership and positions of authority. Since they combine the
emotional and the rational self, they can spread peace more easily.” (Participant 2,
interview participant)

A further participant linked women’s social roles to their capacity to foster peaceful
communities:

“Being a mother can contribute to maintaining peace, but women can also play a
significant role in fostering peaceful communities through their involvement in
institutions and organizations.” (Participant 10, interview participant)

These suggest that participants understood women’s emotional intelligence not only
as a personal quality, but also as a practical peacebuilding resource. Women’s capacity
for empathy, social awareness, and relational engagement was repeatedly framed as
valuable for mediation, dialogue, and social cohesion.

Table 3: Main Qualitative Themes on Women’s Role in Peacebuilding in Lebanon

Theme Participants References
Women'’s unique perspective and emotional intelligence 7 7
Facilitating conflict resolution through informal mediation and dialogue 3 4

Women’s participation in lobbying, activism, social networking, and

. 5 6
campaigns

4.2. Women as Mediators, Activists, and Community Leaders

The findings also show that women contribute to peacebuilding through activism,
lobbying, social campaigns, and informal mediation. Participants highlighted women’s
involvement in NGOs, educational initiatives, local committees, and interfaith or
community-based activities. These roles were often described as informal but socially
influential.

One participant explained:

“In Lebanon, women play a crucial role in peacebuilding through grassroots activism,
advocacy, and community engagement.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant emphasised women’s role in education and awareness-raising:

“The world is ignorant of the idea that women have a major role in every person’s
life. They are the primary educators who raise awareness and not ignorance.”
(Participant 3, interview participant)

Women’s peacebuilding was also linked to economic empowerment and the
expansion of social networks. One participant argued that women’s access to
employment, small loans, vocational training, and economic advice can strengthen their
ability to participate in peacebuilding:

“Through economic empowerment by supporting all women to enter the labour
market and develop their own projects by providing small loans, vocational training,
and economic advice.” (Participant 8, interview participant)
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The data further show that women’s informal mediation often occurs in everyday
settings, including families, neighbourhoods, civil society groups, and local religious or
cultural spaces. One participant described women as natural mediators within divided
communities:

“Women often act as mediators, bringing diverse perspectives and fostering dialogue
between conflicting parties. They also take on leadership roles in grassroots
peacebuilding initiatives, promoting social cohesion.” (Participant 5, interview
participant)

Another participant described how conflict-resolution training strengthened women’s
practical mediation skills:

“I was in a workshop that included women of all religions, and after completing the
intensive training over the course of a year, we established a committee for local
mediators and conflict resolution.” (Participant 6, interview participant)

The same participant connected mediation skills to women’s everyday social roles:

“Within my work in the committee, I realised that women are the best mediators, and
these skills were intersected already in their roles as wives and mothers.” (Participant
6, interview participant)

These findings confirm that women’s peacebuilding is not always visible in official
political processes, but it is deeply embedded in community life. Women contribute
through relational, educational, and organisational practices that support reconciliation
from below. Table 4 shows that the survey findings further support these qualitative
observations, with respondents identifying women primarily as educators and
communicators of peace, caretakers of families affected by conflict, community
organisers and activists, and mediators and negotiators.

Table 4. Perceived Roles of Women in Peacebuilding

Role Identified by Respondents %
Educators and communicators of peace 45.5
Caretakers of families affected by conflict 24.7
Community organisers and activists 19.2
Mediators and negotiators 7.5

Other responses 3.1

4.3. Survey Findings on Women’s Inclusion

The survey findings support the qualitative results by showing broad recognition of
women’s role in peacebuilding, while also confirming the persistence of cultural and
religious barriers. Almost 60% of respondents affirmed that women play a positive role
in peacebuilding, especially at the grassroots level. Around 70% identified cultural and
religious barriers as major obstacles limiting women’s leadership in peace processes. In
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addition, 75% agreed that increasing women’s inclusion in formal peace negotiations
would contribute to more sustainable peace. These findings reveal a clear contradiction:
women’s contribution to peacebuilding is widely recognised at the community level, yet
their formal participation remains restricted. The data therefore point to a gap between
social recognition and institutional inclusion.

Table S. Perceived Integration of Women's Perspectives in Peacebuilding

Response Category %
Very effectively 23.6
Somewhat effectively 42.6
Neutral 13.2
Not very effectively 19.4
Not at all effectively 1.2

4.4. Barriers to Women’s Participation

The most significant barriers identified in the data are patriarchy, sectarianism,
cultural expectations, religiously informed gender norms, and institutional exclusion.
Participants repeatedly stated that Lebanon’s sectarian political system limits women’s
access to formal authority. Political and religious leadership remain largely male-
dominated, making it difficult for women to enter decision-making spaces.

Patriarchy was one of the most frequently mentioned barriers. One participant stated:

“The central problem in our society is patriarchy. Everything that fights patriarchy
strengthens women to move forward.” (Participant 2, interview participant)

Sectarianism was also identified as a major obstacle because it reinforces communal
divisions and prioritises loyalty to religious or political groups over inclusive national
participation. One participant explained:

“A primary challenge is the entrenched sectarianism, where religious affiliations
often define political and social identities, complicating efforts to build cohesive, cross-
sectarian peace initiatives.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant similarly described how religious difference can become a source
of renewed conflict:

“The country’s history of sectarian conflict means that religious differences can easily
become a conflict battleground.” (Participant 4, interview participant)

Participants also noted that women are often viewed through traditional gender roles
and are not always taken seriously as leaders, negotiators, or political actors. This limits
their ability to move from informal peacebuilding into formal political participation. The
findings therefore suggest that women’s exclusion is not only cultural, but also
institutional and political. Patriarchy restricts women’s authority, while sectarianism
limits cross-community cooperation and reinforces male-dominated leadership
structures.
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Table 6: Barriers Limiting Women’s Participation in Peacebuilding

Barrier How it affects women’s participation
Patriarchy Restricts women’s authority and reinforces traditional gender roles
Sectarianism Prioritises communal loyalty and limits cross-sectarian collaboration

Cultural expectations Frames women mainly as caregivers rather than formal leaders
Religious restrictions Can limit women’s access to public religious and political authority
Institutional exclusion Keeps women outside formal negotiations and decision-making bodies
Lack of resources Limits women-led peacebuilding initiatives and community projects

4.5. Lessons from Northern Ireland

Participants also identified Northern Ireland as a useful comparative case for
Lebanon. The Northern Irish experience demonstrates how women’s grassroots activism
can be transformed into formal political participation. The Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition was frequently referenced as an example of how women can enter formal
negotiations and broaden the peace agenda to include equality, victims’ rights,
education, social justice, and community development.

One participant emphasised the importance of including women and marginalised
groups in formal decision-making:

“The inclusion of women and marginalised groups in negotiations and decision-
making processes can enhance the comprehensiveness and legitimacy of peace
agreements.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant connected the Northern Irish example to the need for social
change in Lebanon:

“Changing societal attitudes and the social mentality towards women’s roles, as
demonstrated through Northern Ireland’s efforts, can greatly inspire a peaceful religious
community in Lebanon.” (Participant 10, interview participant)

A further participant stressed the importance of women’s political participation and
organisation:

“Women should become more involved in political life and form women’s
associations and seminars that aim for peace.” (Participant 3, interview participant)

Another participant identified legal and institutional reform as necessary for
expanding women’s participation:

“Develop and implement policies and legislation that guarantee women’s rights and
enhance their participation in the decision-making process at all levels.” (Participant 8,
interview participant)

For Lebanon, the most relevant lessons include expanding women’s participation in
formal peacebuilding, supporting women-led community initiatives, promoting
interfaith dialogue, providing resources for peacebuilding projects, and challenging
sectarian divisions through inclusive political and social mechanisms.
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Table 7: Lessons from Northern Ireland for Women’s Peacebuilding in Lebanon

Lesson from Northern Ireland Relevance for Lebanon
Women’s coalition-building  Supports cross-sectarian mobilisation and collective advocacy
Formal participation in Shows how women can move from grassroots activism to
negotiations institutional recognition
Encourages attention to equality, victims’ rights, education, and

Broader peace agenda .o
P g social justice

Cross-community dialogue  Offers a model for interfaith and inter-sectarian engagement
Highlights the need to resource and formalise women’s
peacebuilding roles

Institutional support

These findings are interpreted below in relation to feminist peacebuilding theory,
women’s religious agency, and the comparative lessons that may be drawn from
Northern Ireland.

4. Discussion

The findings demonstrate that Lebanese women are already active participants in
peacebuilding, although their contributions remain concentrated within informal and
community-based spaces rather than formal political and peacebuilding institutions.
Across both the interviews and survey responses, women were consistently identified as
contributors to mediation, community dialogue, advocacy, education, social
networking, and grassroots reconciliation initiatives. These findings support feminist
peacebuilding scholarship, which argues that women's contributions to peace are
frequently located outside formal political structures while remaining essential to social
cohesion, reconciliation, and conflict transformation (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002; Paffenholz,
2015).

More importantly, the combination of qualitative and quantitative findings reveals a
significant tension between social recognition and institutional participation. While
survey respondents broadly acknowledged women's positive contribution to
peacebuilding and strongly supported greater inclusion of women in formal
negotiations, interview participants repeatedly described barriers that continue to restrict
women's access to decision-making spaces. This suggests that the principal challenge is
not a lack of public recognition of women's peacebuilding role, but rather the persistence
of institutional arrangements that limit women's political influence. The findings
therefore point to a disconnect between societal attitudes and political opportunity
structures in Lebanon. Women are recognised as peacebuilders within communities, yet
this recognition is rarely translated into formal authority or representation.

This tension contributes to broader feminist debates concerning the relationship
between informal and formal peacebuilding. Existing scholarship often distinguishes
between grassroots participation and institutional participation, but the Lebanese case
suggests that movement between these spheres is neither automatic nor guaranteed.
Women's community-based peacebuilding activities generate social legitimacy and

130



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 EE ——-—
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90 '

Z of Exploratory Studies

local influence; however, patriarchal institutions, sectarian power-sharing arrangements,
and male-dominated political networks continue to restrict access to formal leadership
positions. The findings therefore support Enloe's (2004) critique of traditional
peacebuilding frameworks, which frequently privilege elite political actors while
overlooking the significance of grassroots contributions. They also reinforce Okin's
(1989) argument that exclusion from public decision-making cannot be separated from
broader social and institutional inequalities.

The findings further demonstrate that women's peacebuilding experiences in Lebanon
are shaped by the intersection of gender, religion, and sectarian politics. Rather than
operating within a neutral social environment, women navigate multiple and
overlapping structures of authority that influence opportunities for participation.
Interview participants frequently described patriarchal norms, religious authority
structures, and sectarian political arrangements as interconnected barriers to women's
inclusion. This suggests that women's exclusion cannot be understood solely through
gender analysis. Instead, participation is shaped by the interaction between gender
relations, religious institutions, and the confessional political system that structures
political power in Lebanon. The findings therefore support intersectional approaches
that view gender inequalities as embedded within wider political, cultural, and
institutional systems.

At the same time, the findings challenge simplistic assumptions that religion
functions only as an obstacle to women's participation. Both the qualitative and
quantitative evidence suggest a more complex relationship. Participants frequently
identified religious institutions and interpretations as reinforcing patriarchal norms and
limiting women's leadership opportunities. However, they also described religion as a
source of moral authority, community trust, social legitimacy, and opportunities for
dialogue. Religion therefore appears to function simultaneously as both a constraint and
a resource. This finding supports Wadud's (1999) argument that religious traditions can
be interpreted in ways that support gender justice, while also reflecting Mahmood's
(2005) observation that women's agency may emerge through engagement with
religious structures rather than exclusively through resistance to them. The findings
suggest that efforts to strengthen women's participation in peacebuilding are likely to be
more effective when they engage constructively with religious actors and institutions
rather than treating religion as inherently incompatible with gender inclusion.

A particularly important contribution of this study concerns the role of informal
influence in peacebuilding. Participants repeatedly described women exercising
influence through trust-building, persuasion, social relationships, community
engagement, and moral credibility rather than through formal political authority. This
suggests that women's peacebuilding influence often operates through mechanisms that
are less visible within conventional political analyses. In this sense, women's
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peacebuilding activities can be understood as a form of social and relational power that
contributes to reconciliation and conflict transformation despite limited access to formal
institutions. Importantly, these findings should not be interpreted as evidence that
women are inherently more peaceful, empathetic, or effective mediators than men.
Rather, participants frequently associated women with these roles because of their social
experiences, community responsibilities, and patterns of engagement within Lebanese
society. The findings therefore highlight how social position and lived experience can
shape opportunities for peacebuilding participation.

The comparison with Northern Ireland provides additional analytical insight into the
conditions under which women's grassroots peacebuilding can become institutionalised.
While both Lebanon and Northern Ireland experienced conflict shaped by identity
divisions and patriarchal political structures, the mechanisms through which women
gained influence differed significantly. In Northern Ireland, women successfully
expanded their political influence through coalition-building, cross-community
mobilisation, and direct engagement with formal peace negotiations. The Northern
Ireland Women's Coalition transformed grassroots activism into institutional
participation by creating a political platform that transcended existing communal
divisions and broadened the peace agenda to include issues such as equality, victims'
rights, education, and community development (McWilliams, 1997; Porter, 2003).

The Lebanese findings suggest a different political context. Interview participants
repeatedly identified sectarian affiliation as a major obstacle to collective mobilisation
and formal participation. Consequently, the principal lesson from Northern Ireland is
not simply that women should participate more actively in peacebuilding, but that
institutional pathways must exist through which grassroots activism can be translated
into formal political influence. The comparison therefore highlights differences in
political opportunity structures rather than differences in women's capacities or
commitment to peacebuilding. Whereas Northern Ireland's peace process created formal
openings for women's participation, Lebanon's confessional political system continues
to channel political influence through sectarian power-sharing arrangements that often
reinforce existing elite structures. The most transferable lessons therefore relate to
coalition-building, cross-sectarian mobilisation, and institutional access rather than
direct replication of the Northern Irish model.

Taken together, the findings reveal a central paradox. Lebanese women are socially
active and widely recognised as contributors to peacebuilding, yet they remain
institutionally marginalised. The evidence suggests that the challenge facing women's
peacebuilding in Lebanon is not whether women contribute to reconciliation and conflict
transformation, but whether existing political and institutional structures are capable of
incorporating those contributions into formal decision-making processes. If
peacebuilding continues to be dominated by established political and religious elites,
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opportunities for more inclusive forms of reconciliation may remain limited. The
findings therefore suggest that sustainable peacebuilding requires not only support for
women's grassroots initiatives but also reforms that expand women's access to political
negotiations, interfaith dialogue platforms, religious institutions, and other formal
decision-making arenas.

Finally, the study contributes to feminist peacebuilding scholarship by demonstrating
that the relationship between grassroots and formal peacebuilding is significantly shaped
by sectarian political structures. The Lebanese case suggests that women's participation
is influenced not only by gender inequalities but also by the interaction between religion,
sectarianism, and institutional design. This finding extends existing feminist
peacebuilding research by highlighting the importance of analysing women's
participation through an intersectional framework that incorporates political, religious,
and institutional dimensions simultaneously. Such an approach may provide a more
comprehensive understanding of both the opportunities and constraints shaping
women's peacebuilding roles in divided societies.

5. Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

This study examined the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, focusing on the
intersection of religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. The study finds
that Lebanese women contribute significantly to peacebuilding through grassroots
mediation, advocacy, education, community engagement, and faith-based initiatives, yet
their contributions remain insufficiently represented within formal political and
religious decision-making structures. The findings show that Lebanese women play a
crucial role in grassroots peacebuilding through informal mediation, advocacy,
education, social networking, faith-based engagement, and community leadership.
However, their contributions remain under-recognised and insufficiently formalised
within political and religious decision-making structures.

The study demonstrates that women’s peacebuilding in Lebanon is shaped by both
opportunity and constraint. On the one hand, women use religious and community
networks to promote dialogue, tolerance, reconciliation, and social cohesion. On the
other hand, their formal participation is limited by patriarchal norms, sectarian politics,
cultural expectations, and institutional barriers. The survey and interview findings
consistently indicate that women are widely recognised as contributors to peacebuilding
at the community level, while remaining underrepresented in formal peace and
governance processes. The comparison with Northern Ireland provides useful lessons.
Women'’s activism in Northern Ireland shows that grassroots peacebuilding can become
formally recognised when women organise collectively, build cross-community
coalitions, and gain access to political negotiations. While Lebanon’s context is
different, this example highlights the importance of institutionalising women’s
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participation and ensuring that peacebuilding agendas include equality, social justice,
victims’ rights, education, and community development.

Based on the findings, the study advances a set of policy-oriented recommendations
aimed at strengthening women’s role in peacebuilding in Lebanon. At the institutional
level, women’s participation should move beyond informal recognition and be formally
embedded within reconciliation forums, interfaith dialogue platforms, religious
councils, and peace-related negotiations. Such inclusion requires the reform of legal and
institutional structures that continue to restrict women’s political participation,
particularly those shaped by discriminatory practices and male-dominated decision-
making mechanisms.

At the community level, greater financial, technical, and institutional support should
be directed toward women-led grassroots initiatives, including NGOs, local mediation
committees, and community-based peacebuilding projects. These initiatives constitute
important spaces through which women already contribute to dialogue, reconciliation,
and social cohesion. The findings also indicate the need to strengthen women’s role in
interfaith and cross-sectarian dialogue, especially in a context where sectarian identities
continue to shape political and social relations. Women should therefore be supported
as key actors in initiatives that challenge communal divisions and promote national
cohesion.

The findings further suggest the importance of sustained investment in capacity-
building programmes, particularly in mediation, negotiation, leadership, religious
literacy, and conflict-resolution skills. In parallel, religious leaders should be
constructively engaged to support women'’s participation and promote interpretations of
religion that emphasise peace, justice, equality, and human dignity. Finally, public
recognition of women peacebuilders should be expanded through media, education, and
public institutions. Increasing the visibility of women’s peacebuilding contributions
may help challenge gender stereotypes, normalise women’s leadership, and encourage
broader participation in peacebuilding initiatives.

This study is subject to several limitations. The survey sample was not nationally
representative and was heavily concentrated among younger respondents. In addition,
the use of purposive and snowball sampling may have limited the diversity of
perspectives captured. The Northern Ireland comparison was based on secondary
analysis rather than original fieldwork and therefore serves as an analytical rather than
directly comparable case. Future research could employ nationally representative
surveys, expand comparative analysis to additional post-conflict societies, and examine
the experiences of women peacebuilders across different Lebanese regions and religious
communities.

In conclusion, Lebanese women are not peripheral to peacebuilding; they are already
active agents of reconciliation and social transformation. The central challenge
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identified by this study is not whether women contribute to peacebuilding, but how their
contributions can be translated into greater institutional recognition and participation.
The findings suggest that more inclusive peacebuilding processes—those that
incorporate women’s voices, experiences, and leadership alongside existing political
and religious actors—may contribute to broader efforts toward reconciliation and social
cohesion in Lebanon.
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Appendix A: Semi-Structured Interview Questions

1. Do you consider religion an instrument of peace?

Do you think religion can play an important role in conflict resolution?

Do you believe religion can contribute to economic development?

Do you agree that Lebanon is a religious state?

Would a secular Lebanon lead to national harmony and development?

Do you think parochialism is a major problem in Lebanon?

Do you agree that multi-ethnic and multi-faith societies would lead to progress

and harmony?

8. To what extent have religions traditionally played a vital role in education, social
welfare, charitable work, and humanitarian relief?

Nk

9. Do you agree that religious envoys, mediators, and leaders can play a major role
in conflict resolution in various countries around the world?

10. How can women be empowered to strengthen their role in peacebuilding?

11.How can efforts to empower women in peacebuilding be strengthened moving
forward?
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12.Have you been involved in any peacebuilding initiatives or activities that
incorporate religious or cultural elements? If so, could you describe your role and
contributions?

13.How do you perceive the role of women in peacebuilding efforts in your
community? Are there specific challenges or barriers that women face in these
roles?

14. What lessons do you think Lebanon could learn from the peace process in
Northern Ireland?

15. Are there specific challenges or opportunities related to religion’s role in
peacebuilding that you believe are unique to Lebanon?

Table Al: Semi-Structured Interview Participant Categories

Participant category Number
Politicians from different sectarian/political backgrounds 7
Religious leaders 4
Women working in peacebuilding NGOs 2
University instructors 2
Representative from women’s empowerment organisation 1
Women from diverse socio-economic backgrounds 6

Total 22

Appendix B: Survey Questionnaire
Section 1: Demographic Information
1. Gender:
L] Female
L1 Male
L] Prefer not to say
L1 Other:
2. Age group:
01824
0 25-34
[135-44
01 45-54
L1 55 and above
3. Religious affiliation:
L Muslim

[ Christian
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L] Druze
L] Other:
L1 Prefer not to say
4. Place of residence:
L] Beirut
L] Mount Lebanon
[J North Lebanon
[ South Lebanon
L1 Bekaa
L1 Other:
5. Educational level:
L1 Secondary education
[ Undergraduate degree
L] Postgraduate degree
L1 Other:
6. Are you involved in any peacebuilding, community, religious, educational, or
NGO-related activity?
[l Yes
1 No

L1 Prefer not to say

Section 2: Religion and Peacebuilding
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

Scale:

1 = Strongly Disagree
2 = Disagree

3 = Neutral

4 = Agree

5 = Strongly Agree

1. Religion can be used as an instrument of peace.
Religion can play an important role in conflict resolution.
Religious leaders can contribute positively to peacebuilding in Lebanon.
Religious institutions can promote interfaith dialogue and reconciliation.
Religion in Lebanon can sometimes reinforce sectarian division.

AR ANl

Religious values such as forgiveness, compassion, justice, and tolerance can
support peacebuilding.
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7. Politicians sometimes use religion in ways that increase division rather than
peace.

8. Interfaith dialogue is important for reducing sectarian tension in Lebanon.
Section 3: Women’s Role in Peacebuilding
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

1. Women play an important role in peacebuilding in Lebanon.

2. Women contribute to peacebuilding through grassroots activism and
community engagement.
Women often act as informal mediators within families and communities.
Women’s emotional intelligence and empathy can support conflict resolution.
Women contribute to peacebuilding through education and raising awareness.
Women'’s participation in peacebuilding can strengthen social cohesion.

NS w AW

Women’s involvement in formal peace negotiations would contribute to more
sustainable peace.

8. Women should be more represented in political and religious peacebuilding
Initiatives.

Section 4: Barriers to Women’s Participation
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:
1. Patriarchal social norms limit women’s participation in peacebuilding.
2. Sectarian politics restrict women’s opportunities for political participation.
3. Cultural expectations prevent women from taking leadership roles in
peacebuilding.
4. Religious interpretations can sometimes limit women’s public participation.

W

Women’s contributions to peacebuilding are often under-recognised.

6. Women lack sufficient access to resources and funding for peacebuilding
Initiatives.

7. Women are often excluded from formal political negotiations.

8. Legal and institutional reforms are needed to strengthen women’s participation

in peacebuilding.

Section 5: Lessons from Northern Ireland
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

1. Lebanon can learn from Northern Ireland’s peace process.
Women’s participation in Northern Ireland offers useful lessons for Lebanon.
Cross-community dialogue is important for peacebuilding in divided societies.
Women’s coalitions and networks can strengthen peacebuilding efforts.
Peace processes should include marginalised groups, including women.
International support can help strengthen women-led peacebuilding initiatives.
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The Responsibility to Protect: Between Humanitarian
Legitimacy and Political Instrumentalization, An
Analytical Study of the Libyan Case

Faisal Baraa Almarashi

Sakarya University, Sakarya, Tiirkiye

ABSTRACT

This study examines the problematic relationship between the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and the limits of its application in
the Libyan case. It analyzes the gap between the United Nations
mandate to protect civilians and the actual course of military
implementation. The study proceeds from the premise that the

ARTICLE HISTORY
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problem lies not in the principle’s moral or legal foundations, but
in the deviations that may arise in practice, where action can
extend beyond civilian protection to shaping the internal balance
of power and restructuring the political landscape.

The study adopts an analytical approach by examining United
Nations Security Council Resolutions S/RES/1970 and
S/RES/1973, comparing their legal authorization with the actions
carried out on the ground by NATO and its allies. It also employs
a critical perspective, drawing on the Socratic distinction between
truth and rhetoric, to unpack the relationship between
humanitarian discourse and the political function of intervention.
The study concludes that while the intervention in Libya was
framed, both rhetorically and legally, as an effort to protect
civilians, it did not remain confined to this objective in practice. It
gradually evolved into support for one side of the conflict,
contributing to the weakening and eventual collapse of the Libyan
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regime. The Libyan case therefore demonstrates that the
Responsibility to Protect, despite its humanitarian foundation,
remains vulnerable to political instrumentalization beyond its
original purpose.
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ABSTRACT

This study examines how the concept of the homeland is
constructed in the writings of Metropolitan Georges Khodr and
how it moves from diagnosing Lebanon’s fractured reality toward
envisioning an ethical and civic homeland grounded in unity
within diversity. Its central question is: how does Khodr bring
together religious experience, Muslim—Christian coexistence, and
the critique of political sectarianism in order to formulate a
conception of citizenship that transcends closed identities and
communal loyalties? The study combines thematic content
analysis with a historical-hermeneutic reading of a purposive
corpus comprising six books and eleven newspaper articles
published between 1957 and 2018. Interviews and relevant
secondary studies are used to contextualize the primary material.
The analysis addresses Khodr’s biography and memory of Tripoli,
identity, Arabism and Eastern belonging, Muslim—Christian
dialogue, sectarianism and secularism, and the civic participation
of youth and women. The findings show that the homeland in
Khodr’s thought is neither an extension of a sect nor a closed
national identity. It is an ethical-civic project in which human
dignity, justice, freedom, participation, and accountability
determine the legitimacy of the state. The study also demonstrates
that lived coexistence becomes an interpretive foundation for
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the phenomenon of school
dropout in rural Morocco by assessing the contribution of
the Tayssir program to reducing school dropout and
identifying the main factors contributing to its persistence.
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1. Introduction

Commercial banks perform a fundamental role within modern economies by
mobilizing savings, allocating financial resources, facilitating investment, and
supporting sustainable economic development. Their ability to perform these functions
efficiently depends not only on internal managerial decisions but also on the broader
macroeconomic environment in which they operate. Variables such as interest rates,
economic growth, inflation, and fiscal stability directly influence banks' profitability,
liquidity, asset quality, and overall resilience against financial shocks (Mishkin, 2019).

Among these macroeconomic variables, credit interest rates and GDP growth
represent two of the most influential determinants of banking performance. Lending
interest rates affect banks' net interest margins, borrowing costs, loan demand, and credit
risk, while economic growth determines household income, corporate profitability,
investment opportunities, and borrowers' repayment capacity (Adrian & Liang, 2018).
Under stable economic conditions, moderate interest rates and sustained economic
growth generally strengthen banking performance by encouraging productive lending
and reducing default risk. Conversely, prolonged economic contraction combined with
elevated borrowing costs may significantly weaken bank balance sheets through
declining credit demand, increasing non-performing loans, and deteriorating financial
confidence (Berger & Bouwman, 2017).

Extensive academic literature has examined the determinants of bank profitability,
financial intermediation, and banking stability. The classical theory of financial
intermediation emphasizes that banks create economic value by transforming liquid
deposits into productive investments while simultaneously managing liquidity and
credit risk (Diamond & Dybvig, 1983). More recent studies have expanded this
perspective by demonstrating that liquidity creation and financial stability remain
central functions of commercial banks, particularly during periods of macroeconomic
stress (Berger & Bouwman, 2017). Nevertheless, relatively few studies investigate how
interest-rate policy and economic growth interact in banking systems characterized by
exceptionally high sovereign exposure and prolonged macroeconomic instability, such
as Lebanon.

Existing empirical research generally assumes stable institutional environments,
reliable accounting standards, and transparent financial reporting. These assumptions
are difficult to sustain in the Lebanese context because the banking crisis has been
accompanied by multiple exchange-rate regimes, incomplete recognition of banking
losses, capital restrictions, and significant uncertainty regarding asset valuation (IMF,
2019; World Bank, 2021). Under such circumstances, conventional empirical models
may provide misleading estimates of banking performance, supporting the need for a
conceptual analytical framework capable of identifying the principal transmission
mechanisms linking macroeconomic variables to banking-sector outcomes.
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Accordingly, this study develops an integrated conceptual framework examining how
credit interest rates and GDP growth influence banking efficiency and financial stability
through their effects on borrowing costs, lending activity, repayment capacity, loan
quality, and depositor confidence. Attention is devoted to the moderating roles of
sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate instability, and political uncertainty.
Furthermore, the study argues that banking efficiency should not be evaluated
exclusively through accounting profitability indicators such as return on assets (ROA)
and return on equity (ROE). Sustainable banking efficiency also requires productive
financial intermediation, prudent risk management, institutional credibility, and
resilience against macroeconomic shocks (Mishkin, 2019; Berger & Bouwman, 2017).

The Lebanese experience provides a valuable opportunity to extend contemporary
banking theory because it demonstrates how apparently profitable banking systems may
accumulate systemic vulnerabilities over prolonged periods before collapsing once
macroeconomic confidence deteriorates. By integrating macroeconomic determinants,
financial intermediation theory, and the sovereign-bank nexus, this study contributes to
a broader understanding of banking resilience in emerging economies facing sovereign
debt crises and prolonged macroeconomic instability (Adrian & Liang, 2018; World
Bank, 2020).

1.1. Research gap

Three well-developed bodies of scholarship bear on the problem, and each explains
part of it. First, the empirical literature on the macroeconomic determinants of bank
performance in emerging markets establishes, with broad agreement, that output growth
improves profitability and asset quality, while the effects of inflation and interest rates
are conditional and contested (Smith et al., 2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). Second, the
theory of financial intermediation explains why deposit-funded banks are inherently
fragile: they transform liquid liabilities into illiquid assets and therefore depend on
depositor confidence, so that runs can be self-fulfilling even for solvent institutions
(Diamond & Dybvig, 1983; Berger & Bouwman, 2021). Third, the sovereign-bank
nexus literature—developed largely after the euro-area crisis—shows how bank
holdings of government debt create a feedback loop in which fiscal distress weakens
banks and bank distress weakens the sovereign (World Bank, 2021; International
Monetary Fund, 2023).

What existing work does not adequately explain is the configuration these strands
assume in Lebanon. The determinants literature treats interest rates and growth as
exogenous background conditions against which banks optimize; it has little to say about
settings in which interest rates are themselves policy instruments deployed to attract
deposits, defend a currency peg, and finance the state. The fragility literature models
runs on banks whose assets are private loans; it does not examine systems in which the


https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 EE ——-—
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03 .

Z of Exploratory Studies

run, the sovereign default, and the currency collapse are three faces of a single balance
sheet. The nexus literature, for its part, typically studies economies where sovereign
exposure is one portfolio choice among many; it has not fully theorized cases in which
sovereign financing is the business model, so that the nexus is constitutive rather than
incidental. Finally, most studies take profitability as a sufficient proxy for efficiency,
leaving unexplained how a banking sector can appear efficient for two decades while
accumulating the conditions of its own instability.

Lebanon is therefore a theoretically strategic case rather than merely a dramatic one.
It presents extreme values on every variable of interest—interest rates far above regional
norms, prolonged stagnation followed by one of the sharpest peacetime contractions on
record, sovereign exposure that dominated bank assets, and a simultaneous triple crisis
of state, currency, and banks (World Bank, 2020). Extreme cases of this kind expose
transmission mechanisms that remain muted, and therefore hard to observe, in more
moderate environments. Studying Lebanon consequently does more than document a
national tragedy; it stress-tests the boundary conditions of banking and macro-financial
theory.

1.2. Contribution and structure

The article makes three contributions. Conceptually, it constructs an integrative
framework that links credit interest rates and GDP growth to banking efficiency and
banking stability through explicit transmission mechanisms—borrowing cost, credit
demand, loan quality, net interest margins, and repayment capacity—while modeling
sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate rigidity, and political instability as moderating
conditions. Theoretically, it distinguishes accounting efficiency from intermediation
efficiency and shows that the two can diverge for a sustained period, a distinction that
reframes how the sovereign-bank nexus should be read in state-financing banking
systems. Analytically, it converts the Lebanese experience into a set of propositions that
specify when interest rates support and when they undermine banking outcomes,
providing a structured agenda for subsequent empirical testing once reliable post-crisis
data become available.

The argument proceeds as follows. Section 2 states the research problem, questions,
and objectives, and Section 3 establishes significance and scope. Section 4 justifies the
descriptive-analytical methodology. Section 5 reconstructs the historical and
macroeconomic background analytically rather than chronologically. Section 6
synthesizes the literature around three unresolved debates, and Section 7 presents the
conceptual framework and propositions. Section 8 analyzes the transmission
mechanisms in the Lebanese setting, Section 9 states the findings, Section 10 derives
policy implications, Section 11 acknowledges limitations, and Section 12 concludes.
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2. Research Problem, Questions, and Objectives

The research problem arises from the need to explain how macroeconomic
deterioration destabilizes a banking sector that was deeply implicated in financing public
debt and sustaining the monetary regime. Before the crisis, high interest rates served to
attract deposits, defend the currency peg, and preserve confidence. The same rates,
however, raised borrowing costs for the private sector and drew banks toward high-yield
sovereign and central-bank exposure rather than diversified productive lending. As
growth weakened and public debt expanded, the foundations of banking profitability
grew correspondingly fragile: income depended on the solvency of a state whose
solvency depended on continued bank financing.

After 2019, the interaction between rates and growth turned openly destructive.
Economic contraction reduced borrowers' repayment capacity and demand for credit;
informal capital controls and deposit restrictions corroded confidence; the sovereign
default of March 2020 and the collapse of the pound saturated balance sheets with
valuation uncertainty. In such an environment, the efficiency and stability of commercial
banks cannot be evaluated apart from the macro-financial structure in which they were
embedded.

Because the article is conceptual, its questions concern mechanisms rather than
coefficients. The central question is: through what mechanisms, and under what macro-
financial conditions, do credit interest rates and GDP growth shape the efficiency and
stability of commercial banks in Lebanon? Four subsidiary questions follow. First,
through which channels do credit interest rates affect profitability, lending efficiency,
and asset quality? Second, how do growth and contraction transmit to loan demand,
repayment capacity, and stability? Third, how do sovereign debt, inflation, and political
instability condition—amplify or attenuate—these relationships? Fourth, what does the
resulting framework imply for the design and sequencing of reform?

Accordingly, the study pursues six objectives:

1. examine the mechanisms through which credit interest rates affect the
operational efficiency and profitability of Lebanese commercial banks;

2. evaluate how credit interest rates bear on banking-sector stability, particularly
via loan quality, liquidity, and default risk;

3. analyze how GDP growth and contraction transmit to performance indicators
such as return on assets, return on equity, lending activity, and asset quality;

4. explain how sovereign debt, inflation, exchange-rate instability, and political
uncertainty intensify banking-sector vulnerabilities;

5. construct a conceptual framework, with testable propositions, linking macro-
financial variables to banking efficiency and stability in the Lebanese case;
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6. derive policy recommendations that situate banking recovery within a broader
macroeconomic reform framework.

3. Significance and Scope of the Study

The significance of the research is academic, policy-oriented, and practical.
Academically, it contributes to the literature on the macroeconomic determinants of
banking performance in emerging and crisis-affected economies. International research
generally finds that economic growth improves bank profitability and asset quality,
while high inflation, unstable interest rates, and sovereign-risk exposure weaken
stability (Smith et al., 2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). The Lebanese case sharpens this
literature because the sector's exposure to sovereign debt and monetary operations made
the relationship between macro-financial variables and banking outcomes unusually
direct—and because the collapse demonstrates that these relationships can invert:
variables that appear performance-enhancing in normal samples became destabilizing
once the underlying model lost credibility.

From a policy perspective, the analysis matters because the banking collapse has
affected savings, investment, credit, public trust, and the state's capacity to finance
recovery. Losses were not confined to bank shareholders; they fell on depositors, firms,
and workers, and they continue to constrain reconstruction. Understanding the macro-
financial drivers of banking instability is therefore a precondition for designing reforms
that address structural sources of fragility rather than their symptoms. For bank
managers and financial stakeholders, the analysis exposes the limits of strategies built
mainly on wide interest margins and sovereign exposure: profitability recorded during
periods of financial expansion can be deeply misleading when it rests on weak
macroeconomic foundations.

The scope is limited to commercial banks operating in Lebanon. The analytical period
extends from the post-war reconstruction phase of the early 1990s to the crisis that
became explicit after 2019 and the sovereign default of 2020. Credit interest rates and
GDP growth serve as the principal independent variables; sovereign debt, inflation,
political instability, and exchange-rate conditions are treated as moderating or contextual
variables; and the dependent variables are banking efficiency and banking stability,
understood through indicators such as ROA, ROE, lending efficiency, liquidity, asset
quality, capital resilience, and depositor confidence.

4. Methodology and Analytical Approach

4.1. Rationale for a conceptual, descriptive-analytical design

A descriptive-analytical methodology is adopted deliberately, not by default. Three
considerations justify the choice. First, the object of inquiry is a set of transmission
mechanisms—how interest rates and growth propagate through bank balance sheets and
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behavior—rather than the magnitude of average effects; mechanism identification is a
task for theoretical synthesis before it is a task for estimation. Second, the Lebanese
measurement environment is presently unsuitable for credible econometrics: the
coexistence of multiple exchange rates, incomplete loss recognition, frozen deposits,
and inflation-distorted financial statements means that any regression on post-2019
balance-sheet data would rest on valuations that banks, regulators, and auditors
themselves have not agreed upon. Running such models would create an appearance of
precision that the underlying data cannot support. Third, conceptual papers perform a
distinct scholarly function: they organize fragmented findings, resolve or sharpen
theoretical disagreements, and generate propositions that discipline subsequent
empirical work. The present article is offered in that spirit, and no claim to new
econometric testing is made.

4.2. Selection and treatment of literature

The literature was assembled from four bodies of work chosen for their bearing on
the framework's components: (i) the theory of financial intermediation and bank
fragility, which grounds the dependent variables; (ii) monetary and interest-rate theory,
which grounds the first independent variable; (iii) empirical research on the
macroeconomic determinants of bank performance in emerging markets, which grounds
the second; and (iv) the sovereign-risk and financial-stability literature, which grounds
the moderating variables. These are complemented by institutional and documentary
sources—reports of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, Banque du Liban,
the Bank for International Settlements, and the Association of Banks in Lebanon—
together with Lebanese academic scholarship, which supply the case evidence. Sources
were selected for direct relevance to the variables under study, for coverage of crisis-
affected and emerging economies, and for their standing in the respective debates; the
review is integrative rather than systematic, and no claim of exhaustive coverage is
made.

4.3. Case selection: why Lebanon

Within case-based reasoning, Lebanon functions as an extreme and revelatory case.
The variables of interest take values rarely observed together—deposit rates far above
international benchmarks, sovereign and central-bank claims dominating bank assets, a
two-decade currency peg, and a contraction the World Bank ranked among the most
severe globally since the mid-nineteenth century (World Bank, 2020). Extreme cases are
analytically valuable precisely because they magnify mechanisms that operate weakly
elsewhere: the conditionality of interest-rate effects, the divergence of accounting
profitability from intermediation efficiency, and the transformation of the sovereign-
bank nexus from a portfolio linkage into a systemic architecture. Findings from such a
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case do not generalize statistically, but they generalize theoretically, by specifying
conditions under which established relationships hold, weaken, or invert.

4.4. Analytical procedure

The analysis proceeds through mechanism-based reasoning conducted in three
iterative steps. The descriptive step reconstructs the defining features of the Lebanese
banking model—the peg, deposit-based financing, public-debt exposure, and the
sequence of shocks—so that the institutional preconditions of each mechanism are
explicit. The analytical step traces, for each independent variable, the channel through
which it reaches each dependent variable (margins, loan demand, default risk, liquidity,
asset quality, solvency expectations, and confidence), specifying the macro-financial
conditions under which the channel's sign changes. The synthetic step integrates these
channel-level results into a single framework and expresses them as propositions.
Throughout, the argument moves back and forth between theory and Lebanese evidence:
theory identifies candidate mechanisms; the case shows which mechanisms dominated,
when, and why.

Banking efficiency is treated as the ability of banks to transform resources into
profitable and productive financial services with limited waste and acceptable risk;
banking stability as the ability to remain solvent, liquid, trusted, and resilient under
macroeconomic stress. Table 1 summarizes the operational meaning of the variables.

Table 1. Operational definition of the variables

Variable type Variable Operational meaning in this study
Dependent Banking efficiency ROA, ROE, lending efficiency, cost management, and
productive credit allocation.
Dependent Banking stability Liquidity, asset quality, capital resilience, depositor
confidence, and systemic-risk resistance.
Independent Credit interest rates Rates charged on loans and credit products, including
the spread between lending and deposit rates.
Independent GDP growth rate Annual expansion or contraction of economic activity
affecting credit demand and repayment capacity.
Moderating / Sovereign debt Government debt burden and bank exposure to public-
contextual sector and central-bank risk.
Moderating / Inflation, exchange-rate Macroeconomic and institutional conditions affecting
contextual conditions, political confidence, real values, and financial decisions.
stability

5. Historical and Macroeconomic Background of the Lebanese
Banking Sector

The modern Lebanese banking sector developed within a post-war economic model
that depended on services, remittances, real-estate activity, foreign-currency inflows,
and confidence in the banking system. Commercial banks became major holders of
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public debt and central participants in monetary stabilization. The fixed exchange rate
introduced in the late 1990s suppressed currency volatility and sustained confidence for
a period, but it committed the system to a permanent requirement: continuous foreign-
currency inflows, obtainable only so long as depositors believed in the peg and in the
banks that defended it (Banque du Liban, 2022; International Monetary Fund, 2019).
The background that follows is therefore read analytically—each episode is treated as
evidence about how the model's dependence on confidence, inflows, and sovereign
financing evolved—rather than as chronology for its own sake.

5.1. Key macroeconomic turning points

Post-war reconstruction expanded the demand for financing and allowed banks to
grow their deposit base, but it also welded financial expansion to public borrowing: the
sector's growth and the state's indebtedness were two entries in the same ledger. The
1997 peg reduced exchange-rate risk and encouraged dollar inflows, yet its stabilizing
effect was purchased with interest rates high enough to keep those inflows coming—an
early sign that rates in Lebanon priced confidence rather than credit risk alone. The Paris
donor conferences bought time without altering the structural imbalance between public
spending, debt servicing, and productive growth; in the framework's terms, they
replenished the confidence variable while leaving the transmission mechanisms
untouched.

The assassination of Prime Minister Rafik Hariri in 2005, the 2006 war, and the
regional instability that followed 2011 weakened tourism, investment, and trade,
lowering growth and raising risk in the commerce, construction, and services sectors on
which loan portfolios depended. The 2008 global financial crisis, often cited as proof of
Lebanese exceptionalism because local banks escaped largely unscathed, is better
interpreted the other way around: apparent resilience reflected limited exposure to
international toxic assets combined with deepening reliance on domestic sovereign and
central-bank instruments. The sector avoided imported fragility by accumulating home-
grown fragility—a substitution that flattered short-run indicators while concentrating
risk on a single obligor, the Lebanese state.

The CEDRE conference of 2018 offered conditional confidence—international
support in exchange for reform—and the widening gap between promised and delivered
reform converted that offer into a credibility test the state visibly failed. The October
2019 uprising then exposed the accumulated social, fiscal, and institutional tensions
inside the model. Bank closures, withdrawal limits, and informal capital controls
transformed a macroeconomic crisis into a rupture of the depositor-bank relationship,
and the sovereign default of March 2020 confirmed that the state, the central bank, and
the commercial banks constituted a single loss-distribution problem. Read together,
these turning points establish the premise on which the rest of the analysis builds: in
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Lebanon, interest rates were not merely market prices but instruments for retaining
deposits, defending the currency regime, and financing the state, while GDP growth was
not merely an output statistic but the real economy's capacity to sustain credit,
repayment, and confidence. The simultaneous weakening of both variables therefore
struck banks through several channels at once.

5.2. Current macroeconomic constraints

The present situation is constrained by the absence of full loss recognition, persistent
legal uncertainty, weak credit activity, and incomplete normalization of monetary
conditions. The coexistence of multiple exchange-rate practices during the crisis created
accounting distortions and complicated the valuation of assets and liabilities—an
especially serious problem in a highly dollarized system, where nominal values can
mislead entirely depending on the conversion rate assumed. This constraint matters
analytically as well as practically: it is one reason the article's methodology is conceptual
rather than econometric.

A second constraint is the weakness of the productive economy. Even a technically
restructured banking sector would remain inefficient in the substantive sense if firms
cannot invest, households cannot save, and sectors cannot generate stable cash flows.
Banking reform must therefore connect to a development strategy for productive sectors,
exports, employment, and formal financial activity; otherwise banks may resume
balance-sheet activity without recovering their intermediation function—repeating, in
miniature, the pre-crisis divergence between accounting performance and economic
contribution.

The third constraint is confidence itself. Depositors, investors, and borrowers require
credible rules before they return to normal banking relationships, and credibility cannot
be declared; it must be built through enforceable legal frameworks, transparent
treatment of deposits, credible supervision, and predictable monetary policy. The crisis
damaged trust at the level of daily banking practice, and restoring that trust is as
important as repairing capital ratios, because banks operate on confidence before they
operate on accounting figures.

6. Theoretical Framework and Literature Review

Rather than surveying contributions author by author, this section organizes the
literature into four strands, identifies where they agree and where they conflict, and
isolates three unresolved debates that the Lebanese case speaks to directly.

6.1. Financial intermediation and bank fragility

The foundational strand explains commercial banks as intermediaries that collect
deposits and allocate credit, contributing to development when they transform savings
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into productive investment while managing risk. The same maturity transformation that
makes banks useful makes them fragile: because liquid liabilities fund illiquid assets,
banks depend on depositor confidence, and a run can be self-fulfilling even against an
institution that is fundamentally solvent (Diamond & Dybvig, 1983). Subsequent work
extends this insight to liquidity creation as the core banking output and links it to
monetary policy and crisis dynamics (Berger & Bouwman, 2021). Two implications
matter here. First, stability is partly a property of beliefs, not only of balance sheets,
which is why the analysis treats confidence as an outcome variable rather than an
assumption. Second, the theory was developed for banks whose assets are private loans;
how fragility operates when the dominant asset is a claim on the sovereign—so that the
run, the default, and the currency crisis share one balance sheet—remains
undertheorized. That is the configuration Lebanon presents.

6.2. Interest rates: the income view versus the risk view

On the effects of lending rates, the literature divides into two positions that are often
left implicit. The income view holds that higher credit rates widen net interest margins
and strengthen profitability, provided funding costs lag and borrowers keep repaying; it
underlies much of the determinants literature and, in practice, underpinned the Lebanese
strategy of attracting deposits with high yields. The risk view, rooted in monetary theory
and in analyses of financial conditions, replies that when rates are high because of
inflation, sovereign risk, or eroding confidence, they compress credit demand, raise
default probabilities, and induce adverse selection among borrowers, so that the
marginal loan is made to the borrower least able to repay (Mishkin, 2019; Adrian &
Liang, 2023). The two views are not contradictory so much as conditional on the macro-
financial regime: the income effect dominates while growth and confidence hold; the
risk effect dominates once they do not. Where exactly the regime switches, and what
governs the switch, is the first unresolved debate—and the Lebanese trajectory, in which
an income-generating rate structure became a solvency-destroying one within months,
offers unusually sharp evidence on it.

6.3. Growth and the macroeconomic determinants of bank performance

The empirical determinants literature yields its strongest consensus on output: GDP
growth is positively associated with profitability, asset quality, and stability, because
expansion strengthens borrower cash flows, credit demand, and repayment (Smith et al.,
2018; Lee & Zhang, 2017). Disagreement concentrates on the nominal variables—
inflation and interest rates—whose estimated effects vary in sign and size across
samples, suggesting that their impact is mediated by institutional context rather than
uniform. A further limitation cuts deeper: this literature almost universally measures
performance through profitability ratios, implicitly equating profitability with
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efficiency. Whether that equation holds is the second unresolved debate. A bank can
report strong ROA while allocating credit away from production and toward a fragile
sovereign; the reported efficiency is then an accounting artifact. Pre-crisis Lebanon is
close to a limiting case of this divergence, which is why the framework below carries
efficiency and stability as distinct dependent variables and distinguishes accounting
efficiency from intermediation efficiency.

6.4. The sovereign-bank nexus, institutions, and the Lebanese scholarship

The financial-stability strand emphasizes that banking stability depends on systemic
conditions—sovereign debt, monetary credibility, institutional quality—beyond
individual bank management. Where banks hold large public-debt portfolios, sovereign
and banking risk intertwine: fiscal deterioration damages bank assets, while bank
weakness restricts credit and undermines recovery (World Bank, 2021; International
Monetary Fund, 2023). Macroeconomic-policy scholarship after the global financial
crisis reinforces the point that stabilization frameworks neglecting financial structure
invite instability (Blanchard & Summers, 2020), and institutional economics adds that
the quality of governance determines whether crises are resolved or perpetuated
(Acemoglu & Robinson, 2021). Lebanese scholarship supplies the case-specific
mechanics: the political economy of public debt and the post-war monetary model
(Chaaban, 2018; Dagher, 2018), banking pricing behavior and efficiency (Zaarour, El-
Khoury, & Moussawi, 2017), the sector's entanglement with public finance (Salti &
Chaaban, 2021, 2022), and its resilience—or apparent resilience—through political
shocks (Abou Zahr, Haddad, & Nassar, 2021). The third unresolved debate lives in this
strand: the direction of causality within the nexus. Euro-area accounts typically run from
weak banks to weak sovereigns or vice versa; the Lebanese literature suggests instead a
co-constituted structure in which state, central bank, and commercial banks financed
one another by design, making the question of which side infected the other partly
misconceived.

6.5. Synthesis and the position of this article

Across the four strands, three points command agreement: growth improves banking
performance; high and volatile rates can flatter income while corroding asset quality;
and macro-financial effects on banks are mediated by institutions, sovereign exposure,
and confidence. Three questions remain open: where the interest-rate regime switch
occurs, whether profitability can proxy efficiency, and how the sovereign-bank nexus
behaves when it is constitutive rather than incidental. The present article positions itself
at the intersection of these open questions. It takes the mechanisms identified separately
by each strand, integrates them into one framework, and uses the Lebanese case to
specify the conditions under which the consensus relationships invert. In doing so it
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treats the case not as an application of existing theory but as a source of theoretical
refinement.

7. Conceptual Framework and Propositions

The framework, presented in Figure 1, links the two independent variables to the two
dependent variables through five transmission mechanisms, with four moderating
conditions acting on the transmission layer. Credit interest rates enter through the cost
of credit, loan demand, interest margins, and borrowers' debt-service burden; GDP
growth enters through household income, business revenue, investment demand, and
repayment capacity. Neither variable operates in isolation: sovereign debt exposure,
inflation and currency depreciation, political instability, and the credibility of the
exchange-rate regime determine whether a given rate level or growth rate stabilizes or
destabilizes the system. A feedback channel closes the loop, since credit conditions in
turn influence growth and confidence.

Independent variables (macro-financial conditions)

Credit Interest Rates GDP Growth Rate
ht o . . .
: (level, volatility, spread) (expansion / contraction)
i S \
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: r D
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feedback: credit conditions affect growth and confidence

Banking Efficiency Banking Stabillt;k’
“-..] ROA, ROE, cost management, liquidity, asset quality, capital
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Dependent variables (banking-sector outcomes)

Figure 1. Conceptual framework: macro-financial transmission to banking efficiency and
stability. Solid arrows denote direct transmission; dashed arrows denote moderating effects; the
dotted loop denotes feedback from banking outcomes to growth and confidence
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Reading the figure from top to bottom: in a benign regime, moderate lending rates
generate interest income and discipline credit allocation, while growth expands the pool
of viable borrowers—both dependent variables improve together. The framework's
central claim is that the moderating layer can reverse the signs. When rates are high
because they compensate for sovereign risk, inflation, or confidence loss—rather than
pricing productive credit—the income effect is progressively offset by falling demand,
rising defaults, and a reallocation of bank assets toward the sovereign. When growth
turns to contraction, the same mechanisms operate in reverse and reinforce one another:
weaker repayment capacity degrades loan quality, degraded loan quality restricts credit,
and restricted credit deepens the contraction. In Lebanon, high interest rates served
deposit attraction, exchange-rate defense, and sovereign financing rather than
productive allocation, which is precisely the configuration in which the framework
predicts efficiency and stability will first diverge and then jointly collapse.

Because the design is conceptual, the framework is expressed as propositions rather
than statistical hypotheses. Each proposition specifies a mechanism and its conditioning
environment, and each is falsifiable in principle once reliable data permit testing:

e P1. The effect of credit interest rates on banking efficiency is conditional: higher
rates raise nominal profitability in the short run, but they reduce intermediation
efficiency when they reflect macroeconomic risk and confidence premia rather
than the pricing of productive credit.

e P2. High and volatile credit interest rates undermine banking stability when they
coincide with weak growth and heavy sovereign exposure, because default and
confidence effects come to dominate margin effects.

e P3. GDP growth is positively associated with both banking efficiency and banking
stability through credit demand, repayment capacity, and collateral values;
contraction reverses these channels and can convert ordinary credit risk into
systemic risk.

e P4. Sovereign debt exposure, inflation, currency depreciation, and political
instability moderate the relationships in P1-P3, amplifying the destabilizing effects
of high rates and weak growth.

o PS. Where banks, the state, and the central bank are jointly exposed, banking
recovery requires coordinated banking, fiscal, monetary, legal, and institutional
reform; bank-level measures alone cannot restore either efficiency or stability.

8. Analysis and Discussion
8.1. Credit interest rates and banking efficiency

Credit interest rates reach banking efficiency through profitability, operating
behavior, loan demand, and asset allocation. In the short run, higher lending rates can
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raise net interest income and support ROA and ROE, particularly where deposits are
attracted at lower cost and lent at wider margins. In Lebanon, however, the high-rate
environment was inseparable from macroeconomic risk and from the imperative of
attracting foreign-currency deposits. The income generated under that model was fragile
by construction: it depended on continued confidence and inflows rather than on a broad
base of productive credit. This is the first sense in which P1's conditionality bites—the
same rate structure that produced income also produced dependence.

High rates simultaneously priced much of the private sector out of credit. Firms facing
prohibitive borrowing costs postponed investment or turned to informal finance;
households avoided consumption loans or carried debt-service burdens their incomes
could not sustain. As demand for viable loans contracted, banks became progressively
less able to perform their intermediation function even while their income statements
improved—apparent profitability with declining productive efficiency. Sovereign
exposure reinforced the drift: government and central-bank instruments offered yields
no private borrower could match, so the rational bank-level response was to shrink the
developmental side of the balance sheet. The efficiency that resulted was therefore
narrow, accounting-based, and structurally hostage to sovereign solvency, which is why
the framework insists on distinguishing accounting efficiency from intermediation
efficiency rather than treating profitability as a sufficient statistic.

8.2. Credit interest rates and banking stability

The stability effect of credit rates is dual, exactly as the income-risk debate in Section
6.2 anticipates. Moderate, well-calibrated rates support risk pricing and preserve
income. Excessively high or volatile rates raise borrowers' debt-service burdens,
suppress demand, and increase default probability—and in a shrinking economy
borrowers fail not because loans were badly underwritten but because income, revenue,
and purchasing power have collapsed around them. Default risk migrates from the
underwriting decision to the macroeconomic regime, beyond any individual bank's
control.

Lebanon traces the full arc of this duality. For years, high rates preserved confidence
in deposits and in the peg; once confidence cracked, the identical instrument became
destabilizing, because the yields on offer now signaled distress rather than reward.
Deposit restrictions, currency depreciation, and sovereign default then destroyed
expectations about liquidity and solvency, and no feasible rate could re-attract funding
whose withdrawal was driven by fear of confiscation rather than by return comparisons.
The episode also exposes the institutional face of stability: banks operate on trust that
deposits are accessible and legally protected. Informal capital controls after 2019—
applied without statutory basis and unevenly across depositors—may have slowed
liquidity outflows, but they converted a liquidity problem into a legitimacy problem.


https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 ’ ———
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03 -

=l of Exploratory Studies

Stability, the case shows, is not only a balance-sheet property; it is a legal and social
relationship that, once broken, technical solvency measures alone cannot repair.

8.3. GDP growth and banking efficiency

Growth underwrites banking efficiency by expanding the real economy from which
sustainable bank income must ultimately derive. When output grows, firms demand
financing for production, trade, and investment; households earn and repay; banks can
expand lending while holding asset quality. Profitability earned in such an environment
reflects intermediation rather than sovereign dependence—the benign configuration of
the framework in which the two faces of efficiency coincide.

Lebanon's growth model foreclosed that configuration. Activity depended on capital
inflows, real estate, services, remittances, and confidence-sensitive sectors, so the
productive base was too narrow to supply banks with a deep population of creditworthy
borrowers even before the crisis. Efficiency in the substantive sense was therefore
constrained from the asset side: banks could not lend productively at scale to an
economy that generated few productive projects, which made the sovereign's yields
doubly attractive and deepened the allocation bias described in 8.1. The post-2019
contraction then removed both the demand side and the repayment side of banking
simultaneously—firms lost sales, households lost purchasing power, investment
collapsed—confirming the framework's feedback channel: banking recovery is
impossible without economic recovery, and the converse holds as well.

8.4. GDP growth and banking stability

Growth stabilizes banking through the same channels by which it enhances efficiency,
plus one more: the fiscal channel. Expansion improves borrower income and collateral
values, reducing non-performing loans; it also strengthens government revenue, easing
sovereign risk and thereby the value of banks' sovereign claims. Contraction reverses
every term at once—repayment capacity, collateral, state revenue, and confidence—
which is why the Lebanese collapse propagated so fast. Falling GDP degraded private
loan books and sovereign exposures simultaneously, producing the feedback loop the
framework highlights: weak growth damages banks, weak banks restrict credit, and
restricted credit deepens the slump.

The loop carries a direct design implication. Recapitalizing banks without restoring
productive sectors leaves the system fragile, because the new capital would sit against
the same narrow asset base; stimulating growth without functioning banks starves
recovery of credit. Reform must therefore operate on both sides of the loop, reconnecting
banking with productive investment, small and medium enterprises, exports, and
employment—an implication developed in Section 10.
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8.5. Sovereign debt, inflation, and political instability

Sovereign debt is the pivotal moderating variable. Because commercial banks were
deeply exposed to the state and the central bank, fiscal deterioration translated directly
into balance-sheet deterioration; the state depended on banks for financing, and banks
depended on the state and central bank for returns. This is the co-constituted nexus
identified in Section 6.4: not a linkage between two separable sectors but a single
financing architecture. Once sovereign debt became unsustainable, the question was
never whether banks would be affected but only how losses would be distributed among
the state, the central bank, bank shareholders, and depositors—a distributional question
that remains politically unresolved and that explains much of the reform paralysis.

Inflation and currency depreciation acted as epistemic as well as economic
moderators. Beyond eroding purchasing power, they corrupted the information system
on which banking depends: multiple exchange rates and dollarized deposits made
financial statements ambiguous, asset valuations contestable, and indicator comparisons
unreliable, so that even well-intentioned supervision lacked a stable factual basis.
Political instability then multiplied every weakness. Reforms stalled, legal frameworks
remained uncertain, and depositors had no assurance that losses would be allocated
transparently; international institutions, for their part, conditioned support on
commitments the political system could not credibly make. Instability thus operated not
as one more shock but as a discount factor applied to all proposed remedies, degrading
the expected value of every technical measure before implementation.

8.6. Integrated discussion: the transmission mechanisms and the theory
they test

Assembling the channels yields a clear division between direct and indirect
mechanisms. The direct mechanism of interest rates runs through margins and loan
pricing: higher rates earn more per loan while repayment continues. The indirect
mechanism runs through borrower selection and allocation: high rates shrink the
population of viable borrowers, raise debt-service pressure, and pull lending away from
production. In a crisis economy the indirect mechanism dominates the direct one—this
is the regime switch that Section 6.2 identified as the literature's first open question, and
the Lebanese sequence dates it precisely: the switch occurred when rates stopped
compensating depositors for time and began compensating them for fear.

Growth operates more diffusely, conditioning the entire environment—firm revenue,
household wages, state revenue, and, critically, expectations. When firms expect growth,
they borrow and invest; when households expect stability, they deposit; when the state
expects revenue, sovereign risk recedes. Expectations are the connective tissue between
the framework's layers, which is why Diamond and Dybvig's (1983) insight that stability
rests on beliefs extends here beyond the classic run: in Lebanon the run was rational,
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because the assets backing deposits were claims on an insolvent sovereign, so no
equilibrium of pure confidence remained available. The case thus both confirms bank-
fragility theory and marks its boundary—confidence sustains banking only while the
underlying asset structure can bear it.

During the crisis, the two variables interacted multiplicatively rather than additively.
High rates lost their confidence-preserving power because weak growth had hollowed
out the economy's capacity to carry debt; weak growth made sovereign debt
unsustainable, which struck the banks holding it; the resulting bank distress restricted
credit and deepened the contraction. No single-variable account survives this evidence,
and neither does any single-instrument reform: recapitalization without sovereign
clarity, monetary stabilization without fiscal reform, or growth policy without
functioning banks each fails on the same systemic logic. The correct interpretation—
and the paper's core analytical claim—is that the banking sector cannot be stabilized
unless the macro-financial and institutional structure around it is stabilized.

8.7. Banking efficiency versus banking stability

The distinction between efficiency and stability, introduced conceptually in Section
6.3, now acquires its full analytical weight. Efficiency concerns how well banks convert
resources into income, credit, and economic support; stability concerns whether they
remain liquid, solvent, trusted, and resilient under stress. The Lebanese model
demonstrates that a sector can score well on the first, narrowly measured, while silently
failing the second: before 2019, banks reported profits and nominal liquidity, attracted
deposits, and expanded balance sheets on sovereign and central-bank yields, yet each
unit of that apparent efficiency added exposure to a deteriorating obligor. Accounting
profitability and systemic fragility rose together—the decoupling the framework
predicts when the moderating layer turns adverse.

The theoretical consequence is that profitability-based performance measurement,
standard in the determinants literature, is not merely incomplete for state-financing
banking systems; it is directionally misleading, because the activities that maximize
measured efficiency are the same activities that manufacture instability. Stability
requires diversified assets, credible regulation, bounded sovereign exposure, adequate
liquidity, and legally protected deposits—conditions invisible in ROA. The practical
consequence follows for reform: a restructured sector must not aim simply to reopen
services and restore nominal profits, but to rebuild intermediation capacity, protect
depositors, and cap sovereign dependence, combining efficiency with stability rather
than purchasing one at the price of the other.
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9. Findings
The analysis supports six findings. Each is stated with its interpretation, its theoretical
implication, and its specific relevance for Lebanon.

Finding 1 — Interest-rate effects on efficiency are regime-dependent. Result:
credit interest rates raise nominal profitability in the short run but weaken intermediation
efficiency when they suppress loan demand, inflate debt-service burdens, and pull assets
toward the sovereign. Interpretation: the income and risk views of lending rates are both
correct, each within its regime; the moderating environment determines which
dominates. Theoretical implication: interest-rate coefficients in determinants studies
should be modeled as conditional on sovereign exposure and confidence, not as
structural constants. Relevance for Lebanon: the high-rate strategy that built the sector's
income base was simultaneously dismantling its intermediation base (supports P1).

Finding 2 — High rates destabilize under weak growth and high sovereign
exposure. Result: in a low-growth, high-debt environment, elevated rates raise default
risk, degrade asset quality, and erode confidence, and their stabilizing function
disappears once the macro model loses credibility. Interpretation: rates defend stability
only while they price time rather than fear. Theoretical implication: the regime switch
between the income and risk effects is endogenous to sovereign credibility—an addition
to the financial-conditions literature. Relevance for Lebanon: no feasible rate could halt
withdrawals after 2019 because the motive for withdrawal was expropriation risk, not
yield (supports P2).

Finding 3 — Growth is the binding constraint on both banking outcomes. Result:
GDP growth improves credit demand, repayment capacity, profitability, asset quality,
and depositor confidence; contraction reverses all of these and is most dangerous where
sovereign exposure is already high. Interpretation: the consensus growth finding of the
determinants literature survives the Lebanese stress test, and gains force from it.
Theoretical implication: growth belongs in stability models not only as a covariate but
as the variable that activates or deactivates the other channels. Relevance for Lebanon:
banking recovery is unattainable without economic recovery, and vice versa (supports
P3).

Finding 4 — The sovereign-bank nexus in Lebanon was constitutive, not
incidental. Result: bank exposure to public debt and central-bank operations made
banking stability a direct function of state solvency and monetary credibility.
Interpretation: state, central bank, and banks formed one financing architecture, so the
euro-area question of which sector infected the other is partly misconceived here.
Theoretical implication: nexus models should distinguish portfolio-linkage systems
from state-financing systems, whose crisis dynamics and resolution requirements differ.


https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : ———
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.tgzxhm03 -

=l of Exploratory Studies

Relevance for Lebanon: loss allocation among the three balance sheets is the
unavoidable core of any reform (supports P4 and P5).

Finding 5 — Inflation, depreciation, and multiple exchange rates destroyed the
information basis of banking. Result: nominal indicators lost comparability, valuations
became contestable, and the trust relationship between banks and depositors deteriorated
further. Interpretation: these moderators act epistemically—they degrade the
measurement system itself—mnot only economically. Theoretical implication: financial-
stability analysis should treat indicator reliability as endogenous to the crisis, a point
with direct methodological consequences for empirical work on crisis economies.
Relevance for Lebanon: transparent loss recognition is a precondition for any credible
restructuring (supports P4).

Finding 6 — Political instability functions as a multiplier on all other risks.
Result: delayed reform, legal uncertainty, and unallocated losses magnified every
economic weakness and reduced the credibility of every technical remedy.
Interpretation: institutional trust is a production input for reform, not a by-product of it.
Theoretical implication: institutional quality enters the framework as a moderator of
policy effectiveness, consistent with the institutional-economics strand. Relevance for
Lebanon: banking reform cannot be separated from fiscal reform, debt restructuring,
monetary stabilization, depositor protection, and governance (supports P5).

10. Policy Implications and Recommendations

The findings imply that Lebanon requires a comprehensive macro-financial reform
strategy rather than isolated bank-level corrections. Banking restructuring cannot
succeed while sovereign debt remains unresolved; monetary stabilization cannot be
credible while fiscal policy generates unsustainable deficits; depositor protection cannot
be meaningful without transparent loss recognition and a legal framework that allocates
losses fairly and predictably. Each implication follows directly from the propositions:
because the crisis mechanisms are interlocking (P4, PS5), the remedies must be
sequenced and interlocking as well.

10.1. Reform sequencing

Sequence matters because a fragmented process generates fresh uncertainty: bank
restructuring without sovereign-debt restructuring leaves balance sheets indeterminate;
monetary stabilization without fiscal reform remains exposed to renewed pressure;
depositor protection without loss recognition creates promises that cannot be honored.
A realistic sequence begins with transparent diagnosis—the size of losses, the condition
of bank balance sheets, the state's repayment capacity, and the central bank's obligations
must be established and disclosed. This stage is political and legal as much as technical,
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because it defines the basis for burden sharing; it should be public enough to restore
confidence and detailed enough to guide bank-by-bank decisions.

The second stage is legal and institutional: capital controls, bank resolution, depositor
treatment, and governance standards must be placed within a clear statutory framework
that defines rights, priorities, restrictions, appeal mechanisms, and responsibilities, and
that ends unequal treatment among depositors. The third stage is financial: banks are
recapitalized, merged, resolved, or restructured according to viability, with viable
institutions held to stronger governance and disclosure standards and non-viable ones
resolved rather than preserved through opaque measures that shift risk to depositors or
taxpayers. The final stage is developmental: once stabilized, banks are steered toward
financing productive sectors under upgraded risk-management standards.

10.2. Governance and institutional credibility

Governance is not an adjunct to banking reform; it is the condition of its success. The
crisis destroyed trust in part because depositors did not receive clear, equal, legally
grounded treatment, and investors could not rely on financial statements, regulation, or
judicial decisions. Rebuilding credibility requires transparent disclosure of exposures,
related-party transactions, risk concentration, and provisioning; credible supervision
with enforcement; and supervisory limits that prevent banks from reconstituting the very
sovereign concentration that produced the collapse—supported by stress testing,
realistic valuation, and conservative liquidity and capital reporting. It also requires a fair
depositor framework that distinguishes small savers, household savings, commercial
operating accounts, and large sophisticated accounts, avoids arbitrary treatment, and
communicates a credible recovery timeline. Such clarity does not eliminate losses, but
it converts them from an open-ended threat into a bounded, rule-governed process—the
difference on which the return of trust depends.

10.3. Reorientation toward productive intermediation

A central lesson of the case is that a banking sector can be large without being
developmentally efficient. Balance-sheet expansion built on sovereign financing and
deposit attraction does not constitute intermediation. Restoring the developmental role
requires banks to evaluate firms, finance investment and working capital, and allocate
credit toward activities that raise output, exports, employment, and innovation—
gradually, after stabilization, and with stronger rather than looser risk management:
sectoral credit policies, sound collateral evaluation, realistic foreign-exchange risk
assessment, and SME lending confined to viable business conditions. Public policy can
support the shift through the business environment, credit-information systems, and
contract enforcement. The relationship between banking recovery and growth is circular
but can be made constructively so: reform should break the negative cycle of weak banks
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and weak growth and replace it with a positive cycle of trust, credit, investment, and
output.

These priorities translate into eight recommendations:

1. Adopt a comprehensive banking restructuring plan that recognizes losses
transparently and allocates them according to a clear legal hierarchy, protecting
small depositors to the greatest extent possible.

2. Restructure sovereign debt within a credible macroeconomic framework, since
banking stability cannot be restored while public debt remains unsustainable.

3. Unify exchange-rate practices and rebuild monetary credibility through inflation
control, transparent central-bank operations, and limits on quasi-fiscal
interventions.

4. Establish a formal capital-control and deposit-recovery framework that reduces
arbitrariness, protects confidence, and differentiates small, medium, and large
deposits.

5. Strengthen supervision, governance standards, risk disclosure, stress testing, and
accountability to prevent the reaccumulation of hidden systemic risk.

6. Reorient banks toward productive intermediation—yviable firms, SMEs, export-
oriented activity, and employment-generating sectors.

7. Link banking reform to broader recovery: fiscal reform, public-sector governance,
anti-corruption measures, and investment in productive capacity.

8. Preserve coherent sequencing: diagnosis first, legal framework second, financial
restructuring third, developmental reorientation fourth.

11. Limitations and Future Research

Four limitations bound the analysis, and each defines a research direction. First, the
design is conceptual: conclusions derive from theoretical synthesis and case analysis,
not from new econometric testing. Once loss recognition and exchange-rate unification
restore data reliability, the propositions invite testing on a panel of Lebanese commercial
banks—relating credit rates and GDP growth to ROA, ROE, non-performing loans,
liquidity ratios, and capital adequacy, with sovereign exposure and institutional
indicators as moderators, in direct correspondence with P1-P4.

Second, the data problem is itself substantive. Multiple exchange rates, deposit
restrictions, and inflation have degraded the comparability of financial statements, so
future empirical work must treat valuation assumptions and deflation methods as
research design choices, not technicalities; Finding 5 suggests that studies ignoring this
will produce artifacts. Third, the focus on commercial banks leaves adjacent questions
open: comparisons with other financial institutions, heterogeneity across bank size
classes, depositor behavior, litigation, and the social consequences of deposit restrictions
would extend the framework from macro-financial variables to institutional and
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distributional outcomes. Fourth, the post-restructuring regime remains unobserved. The
relationships theorized here may shift after debt restructuring, recapitalization, and
monetary normalization, and longitudinal research will be required to establish whether
reform actually restores the sector's capacity to finance growth—an ideal setting,
incidentally, for observing the interest-rate regime switch of P1 and P2 operating in
reverse.

12. Conclusion

The article set out to explain, conceptually, how credit interest rates and GDP growth
shape the efficiency and stability of commercial banks in Lebanon. Its central conclusion
is that these variables operated not as external conditions but as core determinants of the
sector's trajectory, and that their effects were governed—ultimately reversed—by a
moderating structure of sovereign exposure, inflation, exchange-rate rigidity, and
political instability.

The theoretical contribution is threefold. The framework specifies the conditions
under which the income effect of lending rates gives way to the risk effect, locating the
regime switch in sovereign credibility rather than in rate levels alone. It separates
accounting efficiency from intermediation efficiency and shows that profitability-based
measurement is directionally misleading in state-financing banking systems. And it
distinguishes constitutive from incidental forms of the sovereign-bank nexus, arguing
that crisis dynamics and resolution requirements differ fundamentally between the
two—an extension of a literature built largely on euro-area experience.

The practical contribution lies in what the analysis tells bank managers, supervisors,
and analysts about performance measurement and risk: indicators earned on sovereign
yield during a confidence boom carry no information about resilience, and risk that
appears to originate in underwriting may in fact originate in the macro-financial regime.
The policy contribution is a sequenced reform architecture—transparent diagnosis,
statutory frameworks for resolution and depositor treatment, viability-based financial
restructuring, and developmental reorientation—derived from the finding that
interlocking crisis mechanisms defeat any single-instrument remedy.

Future research should test the propositions empirically once valuation and data
problems are resolved, extend the analysis to non-bank institutions and to depositor
behavior, and follow the post-restructuring regime longitudinally. The larger stake is
clear: whether Lebanese banks can move from financing the state to financing the
economy—mobilizing savings, allocating credit productively, and supporting
sustainable development—will determine not only the sector's recovery but the
country's.
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1. Introduction

Women’s participation in peacebuilding is increasingly recognised as essential,
particularly in societies marked by religious division, sectarian conflict, and patriarchal
political structures. Although women have repeatedly demonstrated their capacity to
contribute to conflict resolution, reconciliation, and social cohesion, their participation
in formal peace processes remains limited (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002; Paffenholz, 2015).
This tension is especially evident in Lebanon, where women play a crucial role in
grassroots peacebuilding through community initiatives, informal mediation, advocacy,
education, and faith-based networks, while remaining largely excluded from official
political and religious decision-making spaces.

Lebanon’s peacebuilding challenges are deeply connected to its sectarian political
system and patriarchal social order. Religious identity often shapes political affiliation,
social belonging, and access to power, while gender norms continue to restrict women’s
public authority. Within this context, women’s peacebuilding efforts are frequently
informal and under-recognised. Nevertheless, Lebanese women use religion’s positive
moral values, such as compassion, tolerance, forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation, to
promote dialogue and challenge communal divisions. Their work demonstrates that
religion can serve not only as a source of division, but also as a form of soft power
capable of encouraging coexistence and societal transformation. This research examines
the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, focusing on how women navigate
religious, political, and social barriers to contribute to peace. It argues that women are
not passive victims of conflict or sectarian structures; rather, they are active agents who
use community relationships, religious values, emotional intelligence, and informal
mediation to build trust across divided groups. Participants in this study highlighted
women’s unique perspectives, their capacity for empathy, and their ability to foster
dialogue within families, communities, and civil society organisations. These findings
align with feminist peacebuilding scholarship, which emphasises that sustainable peace
requires women’s active participation and the inclusion of their lived experiences in
peace processes (Gilligan, 1982; Enloe, 2004; Pankhurst, 2003).

The study also draws comparative lessons from Northern Ireland, where women’s
peacebuilding efforts were once similarly constrained by sectarianism and patriarchy
but later gained recognition through grassroots activism and formal political
participation. The Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition, in particular, illustrates how
women can move from the margins of community activism into formal peace
negotiations, contributing to broader agendas of equality, human rights, victims’ rights,
and social justice (Fearon & McWilliams, 1999; McWilliams, 1997). This comparison
is essential for Lebanon because both contexts share histories of religious division,
communal mistrust, and male-dominated political systems. Methodologically, this
research adopts a qualitative approach supported by survey data. It draws on semi-
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structured interviews, ethnographic analysis, and survey responses to examine
perceptions of religion and women’s peacebuilding involvement in Lebanon. Thematic
analysis is used to identify recurring patterns in participants’ accounts, particularly
concerning women’s grassroots activism, informal mediation, religious engagement,
and exclusion from formal institutions. Thus, this study argues that expanding and
formalising women’s peacebuilding roles in Lebanon requires legal, social, and
institutional reform. Recognising women’s contributions is not only a matter of gender
equality; it is a necessary condition for building a more inclusive, legitimate, and
sustainable peace.

Despite growing recognition of women’s contributions to peacebuilding, their
participation in formal peace processes in Lebanon remains limited. Existing
scholarship has highlighted the importance of women’s grassroots activism, yet
insufficient attention has been given to the ways in which religion simultaneously
facilitates and constrains women’s peacebuilding roles within Lebanon’s sectarian
political context. This study addresses this gap by examining how women navigate
religious, political, and social structures to contribute to peacebuilding while remaining
largely excluded from formal decision-making processes. This study aims to examine
the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, with particular attention to the
intersections of religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. It seeks to
explore how religion influences women’s involvement in peacebuilding initiatives and
to identify the social, cultural, religious, and institutional barriers that continue to restrict
women’s participation in formal peace processes. Furthermore, the study draws
comparative lessons from Northern Ireland as a means of identifying approaches that
may contribute to more inclusive and sustainable peacebuilding practices in the
Lebanese context. So, it answers the below:

1. How do Lebanese women contribute to grassroots peacebuilding initiatives?

2. How does religion shape women’s participation in peacebuilding and
reconciliation efforts?

3. What barriers restrict women’s participation in formal peacebuilding and
political decision-making processes?

4. What lessons from Northern Ireland can inform efforts to strengthen women’s
participation in peacebuilding in Lebanon?

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: first, the literature review the study
highlights previous studies; second, the methodology outlines the research design and
data collection methods; third, the results and discussion present and analyse the
findings; and finally, the conclusion offers policy recommendations for strengthening
women’s participation in peacebuilding.
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2. Literature Review

2.1. Feminist Perspectives on Women and Peacebuilding

The literature on women and peacebuilding provides an important foundation for
understanding the role of Lebanese women in religiously and politically divided
societies. Across feminist peacebuilding scholarship, women are increasingly
recognised as essential actors in conflict resolution, reconciliation, and community
transformation. However, despite this recognition, their participation in formal peace
processes remains limited. Rehn and Sirleaf (2002) argue that women’s experiences of
war and peace are frequently marginalised, even though women often sustain
communities during conflict and contribute substantially to post-conflict recovery.
Similarly, Paffenholz (2015) demonstrates that women’s inclusion in peace processes
enhances the legitimacy, inclusiveness, and sustainability of peace agreements. These
arguments are particularly relevant to Lebanon, where women contribute actively to
grassroots peacebuilding but remain largely excluded from official political and
religious decision-making structures.

Feminist theory offers several conceptual tools for examining women’s roles in
peacebuilding. Gilligan’s (1982) ethics of care highlights the importance of relational
responsibility, empathy, and care-oriented moral reasoning. Although this approach
must be used carefully to avoid essentialising women as naturally peaceful, it remains
useful for understanding how women’s socially constructed roles as caregivers, mothers,
educators, and community organisers can become resources for peacebuilding. In the
Lebanese context, where participants in this study associated women with emotional
intelligence, empathy, mediation, and social awareness, Gilligan’s framework helps
explain the relational foundations of women’s informal peacebuilding work. Enloe
(2004) extends this discussion by showing how militarism and political conflict rely on
gendered systems of power that often render women’s contributions invisible. Her work
is important because it challenges traditional peacebuilding frameworks that prioritise
male political elites, military actors, and formal negotiators while overlooking women’s
grassroots efforts. Okin’s (1989) critique of the public-private divide is also relevant,
since women’s exclusion from formal peacebuilding cannot be separated from broader
gender inequalities within family, religious, and community life. Butler’s (1990) theory
of gender performativity further challenges fixed assumptions about women’s roles,
allowing women to be understood not only as caregivers but also as mediators, activists,
religious actors, and political agents. Together, these feminist perspectives reveal that
women’s exclusion from formal peacebuilding is not accidental, but structurally
produced through patriarchal norms and institutions.

The literature also shows that peacebuilding must be understood as more than the
absence of violence. Pankhurst (2003) argues that sustainable peace requires women’s

117



https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90

Journal Index of Exploratory Studies | ISSN 2701-9233 Journal Index
Vol. 8, N°. 22, 2026 : ———
https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90 '

=l of Exploratory Studies

active participation to be embedded in peace processes rather than treated as symbolic
or secondary. Hyndman (2004) similarly stresses the need for inclusive, gender-
sensitive peacebuilding strategies that take women’s lived experiences seriously.
Cockburn (2010) further argues that feminist peacebuilding expands the meaning of
peace to include equality, social justice, and gender parity. This broader understanding
is essential for Lebanon, where peace cannot be reduced to elite political agreements
while sectarianism, patriarchy, and institutional exclusion continue to limit women’s
participation.

2.2. Religion, Gender, and Women’s Peacebuilding Agency

Religion adds another layer of complexity to women’s peacebuilding. In divided
societies, religion may operate both as a source of conflict and as a tool for
reconciliation. In Lebanon, where religious identity is deeply intertwined with political
belonging, religion can reinforce sectarian boundaries. At the same time, it can also
provide moral resources for peace, including compassion, forgiveness, justice,
tolerance, and social responsibility. This dual role is central to the present study. Rather
than treating religion only as an obstacle, the research examines how Lebanese women
use religion’s positive connotations through community and faith-based networks to
promote dialogue and social cohesion. The literature on women and Islam demonstrates
that religion can function as both constraint and empowerment. Wadud (1999) argues
that Islamic texts can be reread through a feminist lens to support gender equality and
justice. Mernissi (1996) similarly challenges patriarchal interpretations of Islamic
history and religious authority, arguing that women’s marginalisation often results from
male-dominated interpretation rather than religion itself. Abu-Lughod (1993) shows
how women’s networks within religious and gendered spaces may create solidarity and
enable women to navigate patriarchal norms. Mahmood (2005) complicates secular
assumptions about agency by showing that women’s religious participation can itself
become a space of moral discipline, social support, and influence. These perspectives
are important for the Lebanese case because women’s peacebuilding does not
necessarily occur outside religion; rather, many women work within religiously shaped
communities to promote reconciliation, dialogue, and coexistence.

In Middle Eastern and Lebanese contexts, women’s civil society engagement has
been recognised as a vital component of peacebuilding. Al-Ali (2009) highlights
women’s political and civic participation in the region, showing that women’s
engagement is essential not only for empowerment but also for broader reconciliation
and social transformation. Dajani (2017) contributes more specifically to the Lebanese
context by examining how women’s NGOs address gender inequality, social justice, and
community development. Her work is significant because it connects religious
reinterpretation with practical grassroots action, showing how Lebanese women’s
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organisations contribute to peacebuilding even when religious and political structures
restrict their formal authority.

2.3. Lebanese Women’s Peacebuilding in a Sectarian Context

Feminist peacebuilding scholarship often highlights women’s exclusion from formal
peace processes but does not always examine how religious identities shape women’s
peacebuilding agency. Similarly, studies on women and Islam provide valuable insights
into religious interpretation and agency, but they do not always connect these insights
directly to peacebuilding practice. In Lebanon, where gender, religion, sectarianism, and
political authority intersect, this separation is analytically limiting. Women’s
peacebuilding cannot be fully understood through gender alone, nor through religion
alone. It requires a framework that examines how women navigate patriarchal, sectarian,
legal, and institutional barriers while using religious and community-based resources to
promote peace.

Lebanon’s sectarian political system creates particularly strong barriers to women’s
formal participation. Political authority is organised through confessional power-
sharing, and religious affiliation often shapes access to representation, leadership, and
public legitimacy. While this system was intended to manage pluralism, it has also
entrenched sectarian identities and reinforced male-dominated leadership. Within this
structure, women’s contributions to peacebuilding are often located at the grassroots
level rather than in formal negotiations.

2.4. Comparative Lessons from Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland provides a comparative case because it shares certain historical
parallels with Lebanon, including sectarian division, religiously shaped identity, and
patriarchal political culture. The Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition offers an
important example of how women’s grassroots activism can move into formal political
participation. Fearon and McWilliams (1999) show how women organised across
communal divides to advocate for equality, human rights, and social justice during the
peace process. McWilliams (1997) demonstrates that women’s activism influenced
political negotiations by broadening the agenda beyond constitutional questions to
include victims’ rights, integrated education, health, and community development.
Porter (2003) similarly shows that women’s participation introduced wider social
concerns into formal peace discussions. The Northern Irish case does not provide a
simple model that can be transferred directly to Lebanon. The two contexts differ
historically, politically, and institutionally. Nevertheless, Northern Ireland demonstrates
that women’s peacebuilding roles can become formally recognised when grassroots
mobilisation is supported by political opportunity, coalition-building, and institutional
mechanisms. For Lebanon, this comparison is useful because it shows that women’s
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informal peacebuilding should not remain confined to the margins. If women are already
building peace through mediation, education, advocacy, and interfaith engagement, then
legal and institutional reforms are needed to formalise and resource their participation.

2.5.Conceptual Gap and Contribution of the Study

Although existing literature provides valuable insight into women’s role in
peacebuilding, several gaps remain. Feminist peacebuilding scholarship has shown that
women are frequently excluded from formal negotiations, despite their documented
contributions to conflict resolution and post-conflict recovery (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002).
This exclusion shows that women’s participation can strengthen the inclusiveness,
legitimacy, and sustainability of peace processes (Paffenholz, 2015). However, much of
this literature focuses on women’s presence in formal peace processes without fully
examining how religious identity and sectarian political structures shape women’s
peacebuilding roles in contexts such as Lebanon. A second gap concerns the relationship
between religion and women’s agency. Studies on women and Islam demonstrate that
religious interpretation can either restrict or empower women’s public participation.
Wadud (1999), for example, shows how feminist rereadings of Islamic texts can support
gender equality, while Mernissi (1996) challenges patriarchal interpretations of religious
authority. Abu-Lughod (1993) and Mahmood (2005) further complicate this discussion
by showing that women’s agency may also emerge within religious and gendered
spaces, rather than only through opposition to them. Yet, these insights are not always
connected directly to peacebuilding practice, particularly in sectarian societies where
religion shapes both community life and political authority.

This study addresses these gaps by examining Lebanese women’s peacebuilding at
the intersection of religion, patriarchy, and sectarian politics. It builds on feminist
arguments that women’s grassroots contributions are often undervalued by formal
peacebuilding frameworks, even when they are central to community survival and social
repair (Enloe, 2004). In Lebanon, women are not only informal caregivers or community
supporters; they are active peacebuilders who use faith-based networks, social
relationships, dialogue, advocacy, and informal mediation to promote reconciliation.
This reflects Hyndman’s (2004) argument that women’s lived experiences must be taken
seriously in peacebuilding analysis, as well as Cockburn’s (2010) broader view of peace
as a social condition rooted in justice and gender equality. The study further contributes
by drawing comparative lessons from Northern Ireland, where women’s peacebuilding
efforts moved from grassroots activism toward formal recognition. The experience of
the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition demonstrates how women’s mobilisation can
broaden peace agendas beyond elite political settlements. Fearon and McWilliams
(1999) show how women organised across communal divides, while McWilliams
(1997) highlights their influence on political negotiations. Porter (2003) similarly
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demonstrates that women’s participation introduced wider social concerns, including
victims’ rights, integrated education, equality, and community development, into formal
peace discussions.

Recent scholarship on the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda has highlighted
both the achievements and continuing limitations of UNSCR 1325 implementation
across conflict-affected societies. While the resolution established an important
normative framework for promoting women’s participation in peace processes, studies
published over the last decade indicate that women remain underrepresented in formal
negotiations and post-conflict governance structures despite increasing recognition of
their contributions at the grassroots level (UN Women, 2023; PeaceWomen, 2024).
Research on the Middle East further demonstrates that cultural norms, institutional
barriers, and unequal access to political power continue to constrain women’s
participation in peacebuilding and decision-making processes (UN Women, 2023). At
the same time, evidence suggests that gender-inclusive peace processes are associated
with broader legitimacy, stronger social inclusion, and more sustainable peace
outcomes. These debates are particularly relevant to Lebanon, where women have long
contributed to community reconciliation, interfaith dialogue, and civil society initiatives
but continue to face barriers to formal political and peacebuilding participation. The
WPS framework therefore provides a useful lens through which to examine both the
opportunities and constraints shaping women’s peacebuilding roles in Lebanon.

3. Research Methodology
3.1. Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative approach supported by survey data to examine the role
of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, with particular attention to the relationship
between religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. This approach is
appropriate because the research explores lived experiences, perceptions, and social
practices that cannot be fully captured through quantitative measurement alone. The
study focuses primarily on Lebanon, while Northern Ireland is used as a retrospective
comparative case study to identify relevant lessons from a context where women’s
grassroots peacebuilding efforts became more formally recognised.

3.2. Data Collection Methods

The study draws on two primary sources of data: semi-structured interviews and
survey responses. Together, these methods enabled an in-depth exploration of women’s
roles in peacebuilding while also capturing broader public perceptions regarding
religion, gender, and peacebuilding in Lebanon.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 22 participants who possessed
relevant knowledge or experience in peacebuilding, religion, politics, women’s
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activism, or community leadership. The participants included religious leaders from
different sects, political figures, women working in peacebuilding NGOs, university
instructors, representatives of women’s empowerment organisations, and women from
diverse socio-economic backgrounds. The interview questions explored participants’
views on religion as an instrument of peace, the role of religious leaders in conflict
resolution, women’s involvement in peacebuilding, the barriers women face, and the
lessons Lebanon may draw from Northern Ireland. Interviews were conducted either in
person or online and typically lasted between 30 and 45 minutes. With participants’
consent, interviews were recorded and subsequently transcribed for analysis.

The survey questionnaire was designed to complement the qualitative findings by
examining broader perceptions of women’s participation in peacebuilding, their
exclusion from formal negotiations, and the cultural and religious barriers affecting their
leadership. Survey participants were recruited through online distribution channels,
community networks, professional contacts, and participant referrals. A combination of
purposive, quota, and snowball sampling techniques was employed to ensure diversity
across gender, age, educational background, and religious affiliation. The survey
generated 260 responses from Lebanese adults.

Data collection was conducted in two phases. The interviews were carried out
between August and November 2023, while the survey was administered between
October and December 2024. Conducting the research in two phases enabled the study
to first identify key themes through qualitative interviews and subsequently examine
whether these themes were reflected in wider public perceptions. This mixed-methods
design strengthened the study by capturing both detailed individual experiences and
broader social attitudes towards women’s peacebuilding roles and the influence of
religion on peace processes. Table 2 presents the demographic profile of survey
respondents and demonstrates diversity across gender, age, educational background, and
religious affiliation.

Table 1: Summary of Data Sources and Participants

Data source Sample / number Description
Semi-structured .. Religious leaders, politicians, women NGO workers, university
. . 22 participants . . . .
interviews instructors, women from diverse socio-economic backgrounds

Survey 260 responses Lebanese adult respondents; item-level responses vary between
questionnaire received 255 and 259 due to non-response
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Retrospective case used for comparison, not primary data

Comparative case  Northern Ireland -
collection

Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of Survey Respondents (N =260)

Variable Category n %
Male 124 48.1
Gender
Female 134 51.9
18-24 194 75.8
25-34 41 16
Age 3544 10 3.9
45-54 6 2.3
55-64 5 2
High School 56 21.7
Bachelor's Degree 161 62.4
Educational Background Master's Degree 36 14
Doctoral Degree 3 1.2
Teaching Diploma + Bachelor's 2 0.7
Islam 163 63.4
Religious Affiliation Christianity 56 21.8
Other 38 14.8

3.3. Survey Design

Survey questionnaires were used to support the qualitative findings and identify
broader patterns in perceptions of women’s peacebuilding roles. The survey examined
respondents’ views on women’s participation in grassroots peacebuilding, their
exclusion from formal negotiations, and the cultural and religious barriers that restrict
their leadership. Prior to full-scale distribution, the questionnaire was pilot tested to
assess clarity, relevance, and alignment with the research objectives. Feedback obtained
during the pilot stage resulted in minor revisions to question wording and structure.
Internal consistency checks and reliability assessments were subsequently undertaken
to enhance the robustness of the survey instrument and ensure the quality of the data
collected.

The inclusion of survey data strengthened the study by providing measurable
indications of wider social attitudes. For example, almost 60% of respondents affirmed
women’s positive role in peacebuilding, around 70% identified cultural and religious
barriers as obstacles to women’s leadership, and 75% agreed that women’s inclusion in
formal negotiations would contribute to more sustainable peace.
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3.4. Sampling Strategy and Thematic Analyssis

The study used purposive, snowball, and quota sampling. Purposive sampling was
employed to select participants with direct relevance to the research topic, including
individuals involved in religious leadership, politics, civil society, education, and
women’s peacebuilding initiatives. Snowball sampling helped reach additional
participants, particularly grassroots actors whose peacebuilding work may not be
formally documented. For the survey, purposive and quota sampling were used to ensure
diversity across relevant categories, including gender, age, religious affiliation, and
social background. Participants were required to be aged 18 or above and to have
relevant knowledge, experience, or exposure to peacebuilding, religious engagement, or
community leadership. Interview data were analysed using Braun and Clarke’s six-stage
thematic analysis framework. The process involved: (1) familiarisation with the data
through repeated reading of interview transcripts; (2) generation of initial codes; (3)
identification of patterns and theme development; (4) review of themes for consistency
and coherence; (5) refinement and definition of themes; and (6) production of the final
analytical narrative. This systematic approach enabled the identification of recurring
patterns concerning women’s participation in peacebuilding and the role of religion in
peace processes. Then, NVivo 14 software was utilised to support the coding and
organisation of qualitative data. Interview transcripts were imported into NVivo, coded
systematically, and grouped into thematic categories. The software facilitated the
management of large volumes of qualitative material, enhanced transparency in the
analytical process, and supported the identification of relationships between emerging
themes.

3.5. Comparative Case Justification

Northern Ireland was selected as a retrospective comparative case because, like
Lebanon, it experienced prolonged conflict shaped by sectarian identity, religious
affiliation, and patriarchal political structures. However, the comparison is not intended
to present Northern Ireland as a direct model for Lebanon. The two contexts differ in
their colonial histories, institutional frameworks, geopolitical environments, and current
conflict dynamics. Rather, Northern Ireland is used analytically to identify transferable
mechanisms, particularly women’s coalition-building, cross-community mobilisation,
international support, and the movement from grassroots activism to formal political
recognition. These lessons require careful adaptation to Lebanon’s confessional system,
where sectarian power-sharing and religious authority continue to structure political
participation.
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3.6. Validity, Reliability, and Ethical Considerations

Methodological triangulation was employed by comparing evidence obtained from
semi-structured interviews and survey responses. This process enhanced the credibility
of the findings by enabling the cross-verification of recurring themes and patterns across
multiple sources of data.. Ethical approval for the study was obtained from the relevant
ethics committee at Glasgow Caledonian University prior to data collection.
Participation in both the interviews and survey was voluntary and based on informed
consent. Participants received information outlining the purpose of the study, their rights
as participants, and the intended use of the data. Confidentiality and anonymity were
maintained throughout the research process, and participants were informed of their
right to withdraw at any stage without consequence.

4. Results

The findings reveal that Lebanese women play a significant but under-recognised role
in peacebuilding, particularly at the grassroots level. Across the semi-structured
interviews and survey responses, women were described as active contributors to
reconciliation through informal mediation, advocacy, education, social networking, and
community engagement. However, the data also show that women’s contributions
remain largely excluded from formal peace negotiations and institutional decision-
making structures. The results are organised around five main themes: women’s
grassroots role, women as mediators and community leaders, survey findings on
inclusion, barriers to participation, and comparative lessons from Northern Ireland.

4.1. Women’s Grassroots Role in Peacebuilding

A key theme emerging from the qualitative data concerns women’s distinctive
contribution to peacebuilding through empathy, emotional intelligence, and community-
based leadership. Participants frequently associated women with the ability to listen,
mediate, and build trust across social and sectarian divides. Women were described not
only as caregivers or mothers, but also as educators, community organisers, activists,
and informal mediators.

Several participants emphasised that women’s lived experiences provide them with a
valuable perspective in conflict resolution. One participant stated:

“The role of women in building peace in society is essential and influential. Women
provide a unique perspective and vital experiences that contribute to enhancing stability
and resolving conflicts.” (Participant 8, interview participant)

Another participant connected women’s leadership to their ability to combine
emotional and rational approaches:
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“Women should be in leadership and positions of authority. Since they combine the
emotional and the rational self, they can spread peace more easily.” (Participant 2,
interview participant)

A further participant linked women’s social roles to their capacity to foster peaceful
communities:

“Being a mother can contribute to maintaining peace, but women can also play a
significant role in fostering peaceful communities through their involvement in
institutions and organizations.” (Participant 10, interview participant)

These suggest that participants understood women’s emotional intelligence not only
as a personal quality, but also as a practical peacebuilding resource. Women’s capacity
for empathy, social awareness, and relational engagement was repeatedly framed as
valuable for mediation, dialogue, and social cohesion.

Table 3: Main Qualitative Themes on Women’s Role in Peacebuilding in Lebanon

Theme Participants References
Women'’s unique perspective and emotional intelligence 7 7
Facilitating conflict resolution through informal mediation and dialogue 3 4

Women’s participation in lobbying, activism, social networking, and

. 5 6
campaigns

4.2. Women as Mediators, Activists, and Community Leaders

The findings also show that women contribute to peacebuilding through activism,
lobbying, social campaigns, and informal mediation. Participants highlighted women’s
involvement in NGOs, educational initiatives, local committees, and interfaith or
community-based activities. These roles were often described as informal but socially
influential.

One participant explained:

“In Lebanon, women play a crucial role in peacebuilding through grassroots activism,
advocacy, and community engagement.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant emphasised women’s role in education and awareness-raising:

“The world is ignorant of the idea that women have a major role in every person’s
life. They are the primary educators who raise awareness and not ignorance.”
(Participant 3, interview participant)

Women’s peacebuilding was also linked to economic empowerment and the
expansion of social networks. One participant argued that women’s access to
employment, small loans, vocational training, and economic advice can strengthen their
ability to participate in peacebuilding:

“Through economic empowerment by supporting all women to enter the labour
market and develop their own projects by providing small loans, vocational training,
and economic advice.” (Participant 8, interview participant)
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The data further show that women’s informal mediation often occurs in everyday
settings, including families, neighbourhoods, civil society groups, and local religious or
cultural spaces. One participant described women as natural mediators within divided
communities:

“Women often act as mediators, bringing diverse perspectives and fostering dialogue
between conflicting parties. They also take on leadership roles in grassroots
peacebuilding initiatives, promoting social cohesion.” (Participant 5, interview
participant)

Another participant described how conflict-resolution training strengthened women’s
practical mediation skills:

“I was in a workshop that included women of all religions, and after completing the
intensive training over the course of a year, we established a committee for local
mediators and conflict resolution.” (Participant 6, interview participant)

The same participant connected mediation skills to women’s everyday social roles:

“Within my work in the committee, I realised that women are the best mediators, and
these skills were intersected already in their roles as wives and mothers.” (Participant
6, interview participant)

These findings confirm that women’s peacebuilding is not always visible in official
political processes, but it is deeply embedded in community life. Women contribute
through relational, educational, and organisational practices that support reconciliation
from below. Table 4 shows that the survey findings further support these qualitative
observations, with respondents identifying women primarily as educators and
communicators of peace, caretakers of families affected by conflict, community
organisers and activists, and mediators and negotiators.

Table 4. Perceived Roles of Women in Peacebuilding

Role Identified by Respondents %
Educators and communicators of peace 45.5
Caretakers of families affected by conflict 24.7
Community organisers and activists 19.2
Mediators and negotiators 7.5

Other responses 3.1

4.3. Survey Findings on Women’s Inclusion

The survey findings support the qualitative results by showing broad recognition of
women’s role in peacebuilding, while also confirming the persistence of cultural and
religious barriers. Almost 60% of respondents affirmed that women play a positive role
in peacebuilding, especially at the grassroots level. Around 70% identified cultural and
religious barriers as major obstacles limiting women’s leadership in peace processes. In
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addition, 75% agreed that increasing women’s inclusion in formal peace negotiations
would contribute to more sustainable peace. These findings reveal a clear contradiction:
women’s contribution to peacebuilding is widely recognised at the community level, yet
their formal participation remains restricted. The data therefore point to a gap between
social recognition and institutional inclusion.

Table S. Perceived Integration of Women's Perspectives in Peacebuilding

Response Category %
Very effectively 23.6
Somewhat effectively 42.6
Neutral 13.2
Not very effectively 19.4
Not at all effectively 1.2

4.4. Barriers to Women’s Participation

The most significant barriers identified in the data are patriarchy, sectarianism,
cultural expectations, religiously informed gender norms, and institutional exclusion.
Participants repeatedly stated that Lebanon’s sectarian political system limits women’s
access to formal authority. Political and religious leadership remain largely male-
dominated, making it difficult for women to enter decision-making spaces.

Patriarchy was one of the most frequently mentioned barriers. One participant stated:

“The central problem in our society is patriarchy. Everything that fights patriarchy
strengthens women to move forward.” (Participant 2, interview participant)

Sectarianism was also identified as a major obstacle because it reinforces communal
divisions and prioritises loyalty to religious or political groups over inclusive national
participation. One participant explained:

“A primary challenge is the entrenched sectarianism, where religious affiliations
often define political and social identities, complicating efforts to build cohesive, cross-
sectarian peace initiatives.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant similarly described how religious difference can become a source
of renewed conflict:

“The country’s history of sectarian conflict means that religious differences can easily
become a conflict battleground.” (Participant 4, interview participant)

Participants also noted that women are often viewed through traditional gender roles
and are not always taken seriously as leaders, negotiators, or political actors. This limits
their ability to move from informal peacebuilding into formal political participation. The
findings therefore suggest that women’s exclusion is not only cultural, but also
institutional and political. Patriarchy restricts women’s authority, while sectarianism
limits cross-community cooperation and reinforces male-dominated leadership
structures.
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Table 6: Barriers Limiting Women’s Participation in Peacebuilding

Barrier How it affects women’s participation
Patriarchy Restricts women’s authority and reinforces traditional gender roles
Sectarianism Prioritises communal loyalty and limits cross-sectarian collaboration

Cultural expectations Frames women mainly as caregivers rather than formal leaders
Religious restrictions Can limit women’s access to public religious and political authority
Institutional exclusion Keeps women outside formal negotiations and decision-making bodies
Lack of resources Limits women-led peacebuilding initiatives and community projects

4.5. Lessons from Northern Ireland

Participants also identified Northern Ireland as a useful comparative case for
Lebanon. The Northern Irish experience demonstrates how women’s grassroots activism
can be transformed into formal political participation. The Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition was frequently referenced as an example of how women can enter formal
negotiations and broaden the peace agenda to include equality, victims’ rights,
education, social justice, and community development.

One participant emphasised the importance of including women and marginalised
groups in formal decision-making:

“The inclusion of women and marginalised groups in negotiations and decision-
making processes can enhance the comprehensiveness and legitimacy of peace
agreements.” (Participant 1, interview participant)

Another participant connected the Northern Irish example to the need for social
change in Lebanon:

“Changing societal attitudes and the social mentality towards women’s roles, as
demonstrated through Northern Ireland’s efforts, can greatly inspire a peaceful religious
community in Lebanon.” (Participant 10, interview participant)

A further participant stressed the importance of women’s political participation and
organisation:

“Women should become more involved in political life and form women’s
associations and seminars that aim for peace.” (Participant 3, interview participant)

Another participant identified legal and institutional reform as necessary for
expanding women’s participation:

“Develop and implement policies and legislation that guarantee women’s rights and
enhance their participation in the decision-making process at all levels.” (Participant 8,
interview participant)

For Lebanon, the most relevant lessons include expanding women’s participation in
formal peacebuilding, supporting women-led community initiatives, promoting
interfaith dialogue, providing resources for peacebuilding projects, and challenging
sectarian divisions through inclusive political and social mechanisms.
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Table 7: Lessons from Northern Ireland for Women’s Peacebuilding in Lebanon

Lesson from Northern Ireland Relevance for Lebanon
Women’s coalition-building  Supports cross-sectarian mobilisation and collective advocacy
Formal participation in Shows how women can move from grassroots activism to
negotiations institutional recognition
Encourages attention to equality, victims’ rights, education, and

Broader peace agenda .o
P g social justice

Cross-community dialogue  Offers a model for interfaith and inter-sectarian engagement
Highlights the need to resource and formalise women’s
peacebuilding roles

Institutional support

These findings are interpreted below in relation to feminist peacebuilding theory,
women’s religious agency, and the comparative lessons that may be drawn from
Northern Ireland.

4. Discussion

The findings demonstrate that Lebanese women are already active participants in
peacebuilding, although their contributions remain concentrated within informal and
community-based spaces rather than formal political and peacebuilding institutions.
Across both the interviews and survey responses, women were consistently identified as
contributors to mediation, community dialogue, advocacy, education, social
networking, and grassroots reconciliation initiatives. These findings support feminist
peacebuilding scholarship, which argues that women's contributions to peace are
frequently located outside formal political structures while remaining essential to social
cohesion, reconciliation, and conflict transformation (Rehn & Sirleaf, 2002; Paffenholz,
2015).

More importantly, the combination of qualitative and quantitative findings reveals a
significant tension between social recognition and institutional participation. While
survey respondents broadly acknowledged women's positive contribution to
peacebuilding and strongly supported greater inclusion of women in formal
negotiations, interview participants repeatedly described barriers that continue to restrict
women's access to decision-making spaces. This suggests that the principal challenge is
not a lack of public recognition of women's peacebuilding role, but rather the persistence
of institutional arrangements that limit women's political influence. The findings
therefore point to a disconnect between societal attitudes and political opportunity
structures in Lebanon. Women are recognised as peacebuilders within communities, yet
this recognition is rarely translated into formal authority or representation.

This tension contributes to broader feminist debates concerning the relationship
between informal and formal peacebuilding. Existing scholarship often distinguishes
between grassroots participation and institutional participation, but the Lebanese case
suggests that movement between these spheres is neither automatic nor guaranteed.
Women's community-based peacebuilding activities generate social legitimacy and
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local influence; however, patriarchal institutions, sectarian power-sharing arrangements,
and male-dominated political networks continue to restrict access to formal leadership
positions. The findings therefore support Enloe's (2004) critique of traditional
peacebuilding frameworks, which frequently privilege elite political actors while
overlooking the significance of grassroots contributions. They also reinforce Okin's
(1989) argument that exclusion from public decision-making cannot be separated from
broader social and institutional inequalities.

The findings further demonstrate that women's peacebuilding experiences in Lebanon
are shaped by the intersection of gender, religion, and sectarian politics. Rather than
operating within a neutral social environment, women navigate multiple and
overlapping structures of authority that influence opportunities for participation.
Interview participants frequently described patriarchal norms, religious authority
structures, and sectarian political arrangements as interconnected barriers to women's
inclusion. This suggests that women's exclusion cannot be understood solely through
gender analysis. Instead, participation is shaped by the interaction between gender
relations, religious institutions, and the confessional political system that structures
political power in Lebanon. The findings therefore support intersectional approaches
that view gender inequalities as embedded within wider political, cultural, and
institutional systems.

At the same time, the findings challenge simplistic assumptions that religion
functions only as an obstacle to women's participation. Both the qualitative and
quantitative evidence suggest a more complex relationship. Participants frequently
identified religious institutions and interpretations as reinforcing patriarchal norms and
limiting women's leadership opportunities. However, they also described religion as a
source of moral authority, community trust, social legitimacy, and opportunities for
dialogue. Religion therefore appears to function simultaneously as both a constraint and
a resource. This finding supports Wadud's (1999) argument that religious traditions can
be interpreted in ways that support gender justice, while also reflecting Mahmood's
(2005) observation that women's agency may emerge through engagement with
religious structures rather than exclusively through resistance to them. The findings
suggest that efforts to strengthen women's participation in peacebuilding are likely to be
more effective when they engage constructively with religious actors and institutions
rather than treating religion as inherently incompatible with gender inclusion.

A particularly important contribution of this study concerns the role of informal
influence in peacebuilding. Participants repeatedly described women exercising
influence through trust-building, persuasion, social relationships, community
engagement, and moral credibility rather than through formal political authority. This
suggests that women's peacebuilding influence often operates through mechanisms that
are less visible within conventional political analyses. In this sense, women's
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peacebuilding activities can be understood as a form of social and relational power that
contributes to reconciliation and conflict transformation despite limited access to formal
institutions. Importantly, these findings should not be interpreted as evidence that
women are inherently more peaceful, empathetic, or effective mediators than men.
Rather, participants frequently associated women with these roles because of their social
experiences, community responsibilities, and patterns of engagement within Lebanese
society. The findings therefore highlight how social position and lived experience can
shape opportunities for peacebuilding participation.

The comparison with Northern Ireland provides additional analytical insight into the
conditions under which women's grassroots peacebuilding can become institutionalised.
While both Lebanon and Northern Ireland experienced conflict shaped by identity
divisions and patriarchal political structures, the mechanisms through which women
gained influence differed significantly. In Northern Ireland, women successfully
expanded their political influence through coalition-building, cross-community
mobilisation, and direct engagement with formal peace negotiations. The Northern
Ireland Women's Coalition transformed grassroots activism into institutional
participation by creating a political platform that transcended existing communal
divisions and broadened the peace agenda to include issues such as equality, victims'
rights, education, and community development (McWilliams, 1997; Porter, 2003).

The Lebanese findings suggest a different political context. Interview participants
repeatedly identified sectarian affiliation as a major obstacle to collective mobilisation
and formal participation. Consequently, the principal lesson from Northern Ireland is
not simply that women should participate more actively in peacebuilding, but that
institutional pathways must exist through which grassroots activism can be translated
into formal political influence. The comparison therefore highlights differences in
political opportunity structures rather than differences in women's capacities or
commitment to peacebuilding. Whereas Northern Ireland's peace process created formal
openings for women's participation, Lebanon's confessional political system continues
to channel political influence through sectarian power-sharing arrangements that often
reinforce existing elite structures. The most transferable lessons therefore relate to
coalition-building, cross-sectarian mobilisation, and institutional access rather than
direct replication of the Northern Irish model.

Taken together, the findings reveal a central paradox. Lebanese women are socially
active and widely recognised as contributors to peacebuilding, yet they remain
institutionally marginalised. The evidence suggests that the challenge facing women's
peacebuilding in Lebanon is not whether women contribute to reconciliation and conflict
transformation, but whether existing political and institutional structures are capable of
incorporating those contributions into formal decision-making processes. If
peacebuilding continues to be dominated by established political and religious elites,
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opportunities for more inclusive forms of reconciliation may remain limited. The
findings therefore suggest that sustainable peacebuilding requires not only support for
women's grassroots initiatives but also reforms that expand women's access to political
negotiations, interfaith dialogue platforms, religious institutions, and other formal
decision-making arenas.

Finally, the study contributes to feminist peacebuilding scholarship by demonstrating
that the relationship between grassroots and formal peacebuilding is significantly shaped
by sectarian political structures. The Lebanese case suggests that women's participation
is influenced not only by gender inequalities but also by the interaction between religion,
sectarianism, and institutional design. This finding extends existing feminist
peacebuilding research by highlighting the importance of analysing women's
participation through an intersectional framework that incorporates political, religious,
and institutional dimensions simultaneously. Such an approach may provide a more
comprehensive understanding of both the opportunities and constraints shaping
women's peacebuilding roles in divided societies.

5. Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

This study examined the role of women in peacebuilding in Lebanon, focusing on the
intersection of religion, gender, sectarianism, and political participation. The study finds
that Lebanese women contribute significantly to peacebuilding through grassroots
mediation, advocacy, education, community engagement, and faith-based initiatives, yet
their contributions remain insufficiently represented within formal political and
religious decision-making structures. The findings show that Lebanese women play a
crucial role in grassroots peacebuilding through informal mediation, advocacy,
education, social networking, faith-based engagement, and community leadership.
However, their contributions remain under-recognised and insufficiently formalised
within political and religious decision-making structures.

The study demonstrates that women’s peacebuilding in Lebanon is shaped by both
opportunity and constraint. On the one hand, women use religious and community
networks to promote dialogue, tolerance, reconciliation, and social cohesion. On the
other hand, their formal participation is limited by patriarchal norms, sectarian politics,
cultural expectations, and institutional barriers. The survey and interview findings
consistently indicate that women are widely recognised as contributors to peacebuilding
at the community level, while remaining underrepresented in formal peace and
governance processes. The comparison with Northern Ireland provides useful lessons.
Women'’s activism in Northern Ireland shows that grassroots peacebuilding can become
formally recognised when women organise collectively, build cross-community
coalitions, and gain access to political negotiations. While Lebanon’s context is
different, this example highlights the importance of institutionalising women’s
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participation and ensuring that peacebuilding agendas include equality, social justice,
victims’ rights, education, and community development.

Based on the findings, the study advances a set of policy-oriented recommendations
aimed at strengthening women’s role in peacebuilding in Lebanon. At the institutional
level, women’s participation should move beyond informal recognition and be formally
embedded within reconciliation forums, interfaith dialogue platforms, religious
councils, and peace-related negotiations. Such inclusion requires the reform of legal and
institutional structures that continue to restrict women’s political participation,
particularly those shaped by discriminatory practices and male-dominated decision-
making mechanisms.

At the community level, greater financial, technical, and institutional support should
be directed toward women-led grassroots initiatives, including NGOs, local mediation
committees, and community-based peacebuilding projects. These initiatives constitute
important spaces through which women already contribute to dialogue, reconciliation,
and social cohesion. The findings also indicate the need to strengthen women’s role in
interfaith and cross-sectarian dialogue, especially in a context where sectarian identities
continue to shape political and social relations. Women should therefore be supported
as key actors in initiatives that challenge communal divisions and promote national
cohesion.

The findings further suggest the importance of sustained investment in capacity-
building programmes, particularly in mediation, negotiation, leadership, religious
literacy, and conflict-resolution skills. In parallel, religious leaders should be
constructively engaged to support women'’s participation and promote interpretations of
religion that emphasise peace, justice, equality, and human dignity. Finally, public
recognition of women peacebuilders should be expanded through media, education, and
public institutions. Increasing the visibility of women’s peacebuilding contributions
may help challenge gender stereotypes, normalise women’s leadership, and encourage
broader participation in peacebuilding initiatives.

This study is subject to several limitations. The survey sample was not nationally
representative and was heavily concentrated among younger respondents. In addition,
the use of purposive and snowball sampling may have limited the diversity of
perspectives captured. The Northern Ireland comparison was based on secondary
analysis rather than original fieldwork and therefore serves as an analytical rather than
directly comparable case. Future research could employ nationally representative
surveys, expand comparative analysis to additional post-conflict societies, and examine
the experiences of women peacebuilders across different Lebanese regions and religious
communities.

In conclusion, Lebanese women are not peripheral to peacebuilding; they are already
active agents of reconciliation and social transformation. The central challenge
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identified by this study is not whether women contribute to peacebuilding, but how their
contributions can be translated into greater institutional recognition and participation.
The findings suggest that more inclusive peacebuilding processes—those that
incorporate women’s voices, experiences, and leadership alongside existing political
and religious actors—may contribute to broader efforts toward reconciliation and social
cohesion in Lebanon.
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Appendix A: Semi-Structured Interview Questions

1. Do you consider religion an instrument of peace?

Do you think religion can play an important role in conflict resolution?

Do you believe religion can contribute to economic development?

Do you agree that Lebanon is a religious state?

Would a secular Lebanon lead to national harmony and development?

Do you think parochialism is a major problem in Lebanon?

Do you agree that multi-ethnic and multi-faith societies would lead to progress

and harmony?

8. To what extent have religions traditionally played a vital role in education, social
welfare, charitable work, and humanitarian relief?

Nk

9. Do you agree that religious envoys, mediators, and leaders can play a major role
in conflict resolution in various countries around the world?

10. How can women be empowered to strengthen their role in peacebuilding?

11.How can efforts to empower women in peacebuilding be strengthened moving
forward?
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12.Have you been involved in any peacebuilding initiatives or activities that
incorporate religious or cultural elements? If so, could you describe your role and
contributions?

13.How do you perceive the role of women in peacebuilding efforts in your
community? Are there specific challenges or barriers that women face in these
roles?

14. What lessons do you think Lebanon could learn from the peace process in
Northern Ireland?

15. Are there specific challenges or opportunities related to religion’s role in
peacebuilding that you believe are unique to Lebanon?

Table Al: Semi-Structured Interview Participant Categories

Participant category Number
Politicians from different sectarian/political backgrounds 7
Religious leaders 4
Women working in peacebuilding NGOs 2
University instructors 2
Representative from women’s empowerment organisation 1
Women from diverse socio-economic backgrounds 6

Total 22

Appendix B: Survey Questionnaire
Section 1: Demographic Information
1. Gender:
L] Female
L1 Male
L] Prefer not to say
L1 Other:
2. Age group:
01824
0 25-34
[135-44
01 45-54
L1 55 and above
3. Religious affiliation:
L Muslim

[ Christian
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L] Druze
L] Other:
L1 Prefer not to say
4. Place of residence:
L] Beirut
L] Mount Lebanon
[J North Lebanon
[ South Lebanon
L1 Bekaa
L1 Other:
5. Educational level:
L1 Secondary education
[ Undergraduate degree
L] Postgraduate degree
L1 Other:
6. Are you involved in any peacebuilding, community, religious, educational, or
NGO-related activity?
[l Yes
1 No

L1 Prefer not to say

Section 2: Religion and Peacebuilding
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

Scale:

1 = Strongly Disagree
2 = Disagree

3 = Neutral

4 = Agree

5 = Strongly Agree

1. Religion can be used as an instrument of peace.
Religion can play an important role in conflict resolution.
Religious leaders can contribute positively to peacebuilding in Lebanon.
Religious institutions can promote interfaith dialogue and reconciliation.
Religion in Lebanon can sometimes reinforce sectarian division.

AR ANl

Religious values such as forgiveness, compassion, justice, and tolerance can
support peacebuilding.
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7. Politicians sometimes use religion in ways that increase division rather than
peace.

8. Interfaith dialogue is important for reducing sectarian tension in Lebanon.
Section 3: Women’s Role in Peacebuilding
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

1. Women play an important role in peacebuilding in Lebanon.

2. Women contribute to peacebuilding through grassroots activism and
community engagement.
Women often act as informal mediators within families and communities.
Women’s emotional intelligence and empathy can support conflict resolution.
Women contribute to peacebuilding through education and raising awareness.
Women'’s participation in peacebuilding can strengthen social cohesion.

NS w AW

Women’s involvement in formal peace negotiations would contribute to more
sustainable peace.

8. Women should be more represented in political and religious peacebuilding
Initiatives.

Section 4: Barriers to Women’s Participation
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:
1. Patriarchal social norms limit women’s participation in peacebuilding.
2. Sectarian politics restrict women’s opportunities for political participation.
3. Cultural expectations prevent women from taking leadership roles in
peacebuilding.
4. Religious interpretations can sometimes limit women’s public participation.

W

Women’s contributions to peacebuilding are often under-recognised.

6. Women lack sufficient access to resources and funding for peacebuilding
Initiatives.

7. Women are often excluded from formal political negotiations.

8. Legal and institutional reforms are needed to strengthen women’s participation

in peacebuilding.

Section 5: Lessons from Northern Ireland
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:

1. Lebanon can learn from Northern Ireland’s peace process.
Women’s participation in Northern Ireland offers useful lessons for Lebanon.
Cross-community dialogue is important for peacebuilding in divided societies.
Women’s coalitions and networks can strengthen peacebuilding efforts.
Peace processes should include marginalised groups, including women.
International support can help strengthen women-led peacebuilding initiatives.

ANl


https://doi.org/10.63939/jies.td6v6k90

